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It is fortunate for the television news viewer

that he has other sources for his news, Otherwise

Doofdprshan would be misinforming him on a number of
lissuea. A warped sense of priority leads them to
clutter news with Zail Singh releasing a book on
Bramavidya or Ramesh Bhandari imaugurating an exhibition
of Ranganathan's cartoons but omit news on Chinese
encroaching Indian terrority in Arunachal Pradesh or
police firing in Arwal or Harijans. An honest and
balanced coverage of an issue is rare, Their goverage
of the opposition bandh in February drew fire from all
sides, The eminent critic Amita Malik criticised the
faxtkeh "ostritch like coverage" of the Delhi bandh,
In this case seeing should not be believing.

Projection of one point of view is regularly
carried on in their broadcastrof news, That is why
there was no proper evaluation of the functioning of
2 body like the Non-aligned at Harare, Dhiren Bhagat
in his ar.icle in Sunday Observer reveals to us how
Khameini's speech was totally blacked out &t the NAM,
Speaks for all their tall gakk claims on encouraging a
free media.

Again if listened to the broadcast on 4,8,86 the
news on the Commonwealth laid greater emphasis on
Rajiv's itinerary rather than the failure of the

Commonwealth to force Britain to impose sanctions.

Broadcast of news on South Africa has alsc been dis-

satisfactory. Though one supports the cause of the

ajority, there is little evaluation of the
pProblems faced there,

balck m

The day to day events broadcasted in

\
its political system, \
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Most of their broadcasts on economic issues are
exercises in newspeak, Ve are constantly bombarded
with news about the success of the 20 péint programme
(20,6,86), share market boom, all high investments
(21.5.86), record emtput of potato crop at
(847.86), W.Be 2ands Indian system of buffer stocks
(84.7.86) or how crop insurance schemes have been
adopted by 15 states (18.5.86), S5.7% increase in oil
export, 11% increase in minimum wages for miners
(28.6.86)s Totally omitted are news items like the
one which appeared on 20,5,86 on the T.O.I., as how
crop insurance scheme is likely to be a big drain,
crop insurance plans in Bichaolags (19.5.86),

B.350 crores oil lost at Bombay High (T.0.I. 22,5,86),
ONGC ineptness hits private firms (25.5.86), FCI's
wheat becomes unfit for consumption (23.,4.86)

Why is it that Doordarshan only interviews people
who mmsuxm endorse the governments point of view? At
the time of the Kumbh mela tragedy none of the pilgrims
interviewed found fault with the police machinery
which all news paper reports printed out had broken down,
Wihen Charles Sobhraj escaped from Tihar jail the
broadcast failed to mention it and later there was no
harsh indictment of se~urity lapses, On 4,5.86 when
bread with morphine hidden in it was discovered being
passed out one of the priscners Kapur spoke to
LUoordarshan about how jail administration had been
stepped up and further improvements in jail administe
ration were taking place, Nothing was permitted to
g¢ into jail without being checked and rechecked,

In recognition of good work the Sub-inspector and
constable would be promoted, Not that it could have

done much to improve their imace in the eyes of the
public,
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Are newspapers always sensationalising issues or
{s it that Doordarshan conveniently only sees what it

wants to see and thinks that presenting facts may rasult
in adverse publicity. On 28,7.86 the TV news broadcast
told us that shops and business establishements in Delhi

were closed, Few instances of deflating tyres and
stoné throwing occurkdd, There was an attempt to burn
buses and ended with Bhuta Singh thanking the people

for having maintained their cool and congratulating the
police for maintaining law and order, The Times of India

on the other hand reported that violence marred the

bandh in Delhi, 35 buses were damaged and that a deputy

commissioner of police and two others were stabbed,
When TV news on 27.7.86 reported Delhi peaceful the

Te0ul. reported that there was fresh army alert as Delhi

stayed tense, Again TV reported Punjab peaceful when
T«0.1. reported Punjab Government fears backlash and

sﬁﬁ‘
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that the Punjab cabinet was called for an emergency session,

A criticism of something is not an attack on it,
Unfortunately for the viewer doordarshan seems to think

$0s So there 1s one point of view and only one point

of viéw presented that is the government's point'of view,

Therefore the educational policy did not benefit from
any real discussion on *%, It was either the P.lM.'s
Stetement or Moshina Kidwai's point of view. We would
have definitely liked to know what our educationists
thought of the black board urdution and model schools

in the policy, If there has been any fundame
ental change or only change in the lexicon?

Neither has the coverage of news on Punjab been
satisfactory,

killed",

It has become so mechanical "so magy
"s0 many shot" that the viewer mechanicadly

accepts whatever is being said. So also with views on

Sri Lanka, Little effort is made to really inform, to

go beyond the day-fo-day event,
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There must be other people who have valuable
comments to make on issues other than the ministers,
On TV news broadcast on 22,7.56 we had Bhafdiraj tell
us that the U,S, jurisciction in Bhopal was in our farms,
No comment was made on how not a paise had been paid to
Bhopal victims, how the 50 cr. spent was relief not
compensation or that Union Carbide had sold a division,
All which was part of a news item on page one of the
T.0.1,

One can understand whan restraint is shown so as not
to inflame communal pas-'ons but while one can remain
from making carta;n comments one does not have to lie,

On 25,7.86 we had TV broadcasting Bhuta Singh's state-
ment in Lok Sabha on the Muktsar tragedy. It said there
was a rumour saying that members of only one community
were killed, Bhuta Singh stressed that members of both
community were killed,

If telivision wants to establish any credibility
with the viewere it is time that it stop being the
mouthpiece of the official péint of view, It is
necessary that there is a balanced and more critical
presentation of news,

Television news does its own bit to promote
"national ukity and integrity®™ and this consists in
including long filn clips of id, or Buddh purnima or
Ganesh utsar being celebrated, It consists in having
Jain muni praying for peace, or sharing satsangs and
having ministers presiding over yoga demonstrations by
some or the oiher or releasing books on
Brahma Vidya. Religion cannot be equated with ritual,

And it is high time that we did some rethinking on the

concept of secularism, In some cases lack of discretion

€an enen add fuel to communal fires, Kuldeep Kumar

in an article in Sunday Observer tells us that V. N

Gadgil came in for a lot of criticism over telecasting
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a clip which showed the celebration at the Ram

Janmabhoomi temple after it was unlocked on February 1.

The increasing communal tensicn all over the country

particularly in Kashmir, then, was attributed to it.

It is not only in the content of news that we find
Doordarshan falling short as far as professionalism is
concerned but also in the format, The way it throws
diffepent events togehter with mo sense of priority.

You sometimes have even more than thirty events being
mentioned in a broadcast of half-hour, How much of it
will register? why not olete the less important items
and concentrate cn events of national concern. And
national does not men Delhi, On 31,7,86 the news broad=-
cast consisted of more than 32 items, Top priority was
given to a "massive™ tree plantation scheme launched by
the P.M, at Shahtistal, It was followed by a new award
in the field of forestation being instituted, followed
by the government announcing that Reliancg would not

be given any loans, The ninth item in the broadcast was
about curfew banned Delhi and then about the iiizo
National front, The nineteenth item was about Chinese . <
having entered Arunachal Pradesh whkéh incidentally got

front page coverage in the T.,0.I, The 108 hour bandh

in Darjeeling was the twenty-second item (front page

T.0.I) To add the foreign flavour the pot pouvi we had

Aquiné murder case to be re-opcned, British Cabinet

supports Thatcher's opposition to sanctions, OPEC

reduces price, then art was thrown in, in the form of

@ one man exhibition of Sudhir Dar's and finally to

flex our musciles = sports, Totally omitted was a

Punjab minister's accusation against Bhuta Singh of

having proxy rule in Punjab, through para-military

forces, U.S. being jittery of P.ui.'s Mexico trip when

it came to security (4 cols: 40 cms in T«0.1.). When
you have 32 items én a broadcast it is more of an

exercise in packaging than communicating.
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mu' is improfessionalism even when 3.1'. comes to
the trestment meted out to their staff, Its bureaucratic
functioning is a deterrent to any new entrant. An
interesting case of social discrimination (Cevil quoting
scripture?) has been related by Amita Malik in her
colu'n on the media, in the Indian Express, OCne of the
newsreaders was removed from his job because he was
not fair enough for doordarshan, What can we do, if we
cannot we teach?

Namedia in its seminar "A vision for Indian
Television® in March this year spokg of the need to
treeh nows as a process not merely as an event, as a
fact and not as an act, It is a worthwhile effort to
bring about this transformation for here is a medium
which can at the same mement reach millions of people
and unlike print does notcall for "previous preparation
for animilation®,
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1. Gulam Chatsi Azad - inspite of tight measures of
security - Vaidya killed in Lok Sabha
2, Pune Peaceful Frightened Sikhs may quit Pune - Shops

and business establishments belonging to Sikhs looted

and damageds, T.O.L. page 9, col: 2.

Iime factox

3, Pune Bandh

- 4, Lok Sabhh abolish Legislative Council a5 T.N. 2DMK

members walk out,

Eillp Clips

%, No film cdips Bihar Raxx boat capsize

6. Pune Peaceful

Onitted Pg. 1.

1+ No compulsion in singing anthem : SC: 1 col: 12 cms

2+ CBI to help in Vaidya probe 4 cols: 36 cms,

3. ONGC cancels tenders No private vnit im cil hunt
cocle: 2, 9cms, {(The much publicised scheme of
promoting Indian yrivate sector in the field of oil
esploration has received a harsh blow at the hands
of the ONGC,

4. Hindu group gains support forcefully : 1col : 10 cms
(In Budhluda - police mam smashed a gang of Mimshm
Hindu Surahsha Samiti activists, The gang was
allegedly engaged in sending threatening letters to
political workers and eminent traders of Budhlada
belonging to the Hindu community to create a panic
among them and to demand their supports Letters
purported %o have been wriiten by Sikh terrorists.

Pg 189, 3 cols, 28 cms

S« Security nomms violated (Vaidya's murder )

Pa 17 (Delhi)

6. Where leprosy hit again self respect 4 cols, 48 cms

7. Cadaver solution for kidney shortage : 2 cols, 20 cms,



