


siness in-
presenting trade and  industry
were slow and equivocal, if not
best known to themselves. The
reaction to the m;:&onnimﬂ'ﬁ;
of banks was i general
muted. We publish  today,
elsewhere on this page, a lerter
by #Seumﬁmml of
the FICCI explaining the stand
taken by the Federation on the
wvarious controversial issues of
the day, a stand which has
come in for some criticism,
Most p: will stilt feel that
something vital is g:jssin_g, Are
these  institutions aﬂpd o
speak up for fear of “offend-
ing" or “annoying® New
Delhi? Or are they also  anxi-

reacted swiftly and
ly. but bu
and

mense O ies  thrown |
ous to fall in line? Questions open by PEII ing and the pra-
such as these were posed by br:;s of growing business.
~ business men themselves at the This in retros seems  to|
Lo recent  deliberations of the many & mis )
FICCT committee in 2 small h a4
- way and, more directly in the  Enlightened industrialists
meeting of leading industriz- apparently feel that it is the
lists in Dethi elsewhere. duty of business leaders 1o

This is a belated but welcome
alempt o review the recent
developments and 10 formuy-
late new attitudes. The truth
is that even New Delhi scems
rather confused about its ap-
proach lo business.

In point of fact, if business
men are now on trial, sois the
Government. Both industrial-
ists and the Government arc
indeed on trial before the coun-
try. Both emerge fairly well
though, with lingering ™ suspi-
cions all round. The Govern-
ment is presumably seeking a
new path for the transforma-
tion of the economy. though
even mow the follow.

Started creeping in betw

between the

did mﬂom%e But all that was
enough,  Even  Government's
own effort was inadequate.

Even s things were there wasa )

feeling, rightly or wrongly, that
attiﬁ;hc%al ﬁy s were creat-
ed, and that there was pro-
fiteering and black-marketing,
all of which militated against
the national spirit. Some ske-
Jetons in the cupboard also fell
out and were badly exposed,
or there was always a fear
that more might fall. But the
parting of ways mainly came
also because business leaders
drifted away from the main-
stream  of national  polities,
from the intellectual debate,
from the thinking areas. Per-

haps this was because of the|

preoccupation with  the im-

look at the Congress party's
programme and evaluate it in
terms of practical possibilities.
This is perhaps a move in the
right direction if it also means

e

a constructive response lo the
new challenge, One rash of|
misdeeds should npot  tarnish
the whole business world. Busi-
ness men indeed have a  big
role to play in beating the evil
of poverty. Nobody can con-
sider a business operation as a
- philanthropic activity, But as in
other countries here 1o there
i an expectation that business
has also a larger role 1o play
in the normal life and in tack-
ling social and other problems,
An operation  like this cuts
across political lines and gives
the business an initiative 10
mike its own major contribu-
tion 1o the solution of national




