For favour of publication |
on_the morning of May 15. 233 Bombay, May 14.

That there was an unpublished decision not to take sario\?s disciplinary
action, such as expulsion, against those called on by the Ha?.tmnal Executive of
the Swatantra Party at its recent meeting in Delhi to explain their conduct in
connection with the elections to the Rajya Sabha from Gujarat is disclosed in the
letter written by Mr. M. R. Masani, Deputy Leader of the Swutantra Party in
parliament, to Mr. Dandeker, Gemeral Secretlary, declining to withdraw his
resignation from the Party's National Executive. Mr. Dandeker's letter of
April 22 and Mr. Masani's letter to Mr. Dandeker of May 13 were released to the

press today.

Describing the published version of the Committee's decision as "eye wash", 1
Mr. Masani goes on to point out that the Committee had failed to teke notice of
the failure of duty on the part of the President and General Secretary of the
Gujarat State unit and the action of certain members of Parliament, including &
member of the National Executive, who had gene 81l the way from Delhi to Ahmedabad
to canvass against the Party's candidate. "The Committee has", says Mr. Masani's
letter, "purported to court martial the corporals while turning a blind eye to
the colonels and captains involved." "Quite apart from the failure to take an
ethical stand", continues the letter, "the attempt to 4urm a blind eye to what has
happened is somewhat ostrich-like in that it shows a lack of political acumen
in what is needed to restore the shattered image of the Party in the eyes of the
people of Gujarat. I hope we are not going to develop the same cynicism about
the sanctity of the Party's pledged word and the same contempt for the electorate
which the Congress Party have been showing, with results with which we are
all familiar."

"I am sure you appreciate", continues the letter, "that, if our democratic
Constitution is wrecked and the country turns to some form of authoritarianism,
there will be very little scope left for the Swatantra Party or any other Party
in the country. Therefore, it is more than ever necessary that all of us should
put the country before Party."

Thg letter records Mr. Masani's belief that he could do more for the Party
by staying outside the National Executive and devoting himself to constructive

work such as the training of workers, campaigning for the Party's candidates
and spreading the Party's principles in Parliament and outside.

?If_and when the Party realises the need for an acceptance of ethical
and disciplined functioning," concludes the letter, "when it agrees that the means
must be as clean as the ends, that it is quality and not quantity that counts
and that people have a right to be told the truth, I shall be ready to respond
to its call to share responsibility for guiding its work and organisation."

U

( M. R, Masani ) ~




143, Mahatma Gandhi Road,
BOII?-bﬁ.Y 1,

April 22, 1968,

My dear Masani,

The Central Parlismentary Board and the National Executive
at their meetings held in New Delhi ¢n April 13 end 14,
considered your letter of resignation from these two
bodies, I also read out to both these bodies the text of
your letter dated 10th April to the President, Prof.Ranga,
declining his invitation to be present at those two meet-
ings, In doing so, I emphasised your reiteration not to
withdraw your resignation.

Both the Board and the Executive however unanimously re-
quested that you should withdraw your resignation, They
felt that in view of disciplinary action having been
initiated against Mshida and the five persons who are
Imown to have supported his candidature, there remained
no further cause for such a drastic act of atonement by
you; and that you should be requested to reconsider your
resolve not to withdraw your resignation.

I trust in view of this unanimous request you will re-
consider the matter,

With kind regards,

Yours sincerely,

sd/—
(N, Dandeker)
P.Se

To all that I have said above, may I add Imy personal
appeal, based on honest conviction, that you should
certainly come back to both these bodies? Please do.

Mrc M. R' Mﬂ.SH—ni, MIPI,

Nou2, Tughlak Road,
New Delhi 11,




148, Mahatma Gandhi Road
Bombay 1.

May 13, 1968.

My dear Dandeker,

I have received your letter of April 22, 1968, and have given it
careful consideration.

w I wish I could agree with you and our colleagues on the
gztional Bxscutive of our Party that "in view of diseiplinary
action having been initiated against Mahida and the five persons
who are known to have supported his candidature there remained
no further cause for such a drastic act of atonement " by me as
resignation from the National Executive and Parliamentary Bo?rd
of the Party. In my earlier letter of April 10, I had made it
clear that my resignation was final and was not intended to in=-
fluence in any way the decisions of our National Emacut;ve. Ig
any event, the decisions of the National Erxecutive at its meetlgg
in Delhi on April 13 and 14, far from leading me to the conclusion
you suggest, confirm my feeling that I should adhere to the action

I have taken.

The National Executive has failed to take the obvious steps that
were called for in order to restore the credibility of the Party

in Gujerat and a measure of discipline within its ranks. The
minutes record something that was not mentioned to the press,
nemely, the intention of the Executive not to resort to any serious
disciplinary action, such as expulsion, against the rebels even
before notices to show cause were served on them! Further, the
Executive appear to have ignored the failure of duty on the part

of the Leader of the Opposition and the President and General
Secretary of the State unit in Cujarat as also of certain Members
of Parliament, one of them a member of the National Executive, who
went to Almedabad a day or two prior to the elections to work
against the Party's candidate, It seems to me, therefore, that
the National Executive has in fact purported to court martial the
corporals who were guilty while turning a blind eye to the colonels
and captains who were involved, Would it be unfair to consider
this kind of disciplinary action mere eyewash?

In so far as our Gujarat colleagues are concerned, the statemert
of the President of the Gujarat Party on April 15 dismissing the
enti?a Incident as a mere "misunderstanding" and his attack on the
victim of our Party's breach of faith whom he charged with
"ingratitude" for venturing to write to Rajaji stating the facts

shows not the slightest awareness of misconduct or a desire to
atone for it,

Quite apart from the failure to take an ethical stand, the

attempt to tu?n a blind eye to what has happened is somewhat

ostrich-like in that it shows a lack of political acumen about

what is needed to restore the shattered image of the Party in the

:Ees of the ?eople of Gujarat, I hope we are not going to develop
€ same cynicism about the sanctity of the Party's pledged word

Ezd t%:giame contempt for the electorste which the Congress Party

.Pezgle = sig;ing, with results with which we are all familiar,
=i e ering for a little idealism and ethies in our

Eart cauind these they are not getting today. The Swatantra

: dy could supply these missing elements if it made up its mind
0 do sos I hope the time will come when the Party will

Cont’d.l..llia



-2 -

a few spokesmen in whom the people have
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faith is even more impo
M P.s and M.L.Ads,

As you are aware, the Party system and Parliamentary democracy

are on trial and larger and larger numbers of people are losing
faith in political parties and in the democratic process. I am
sure you eppreciate that, if our democratic ?onst:r.tution is wrecked
and the country turns to some form of authoritarianism, there will
be very little scope left for the Swatantra Party or any other
Party in the country, Therefore, it is more than ever necessary
that all of us should put the country before Party.

In these circumstances, I feel I can do more for our own Party

and the maintenance of democratic processes by staying outside

the National Executive and the Parlismentary Board. I propose to
do what I can in the way of what may be called "constructive work",
such a8 training programmes for the building of a cadre of young
workers., I shall continue to spread the Party's excellent
principles both in Parliesment and outside, I shall be ready to
campaign for good candidates put up by the Party., In this way,

I shall also be free to give expression to the suppressed feelings
of the rank and file many of whom are not happy with the state of
the Party, :

If and when the Party realises the need for an acceptance of
ethical and disciplined functioning, when it agrees that the means
must be as clean as the ends, that it is quality and not quantity
that counts and that people have a right to be told the truth, I

-shall be ready to respond to its call to share responsibility for

guiding its work and organisation.

For these reasons, I shall be obliged if you will now kindly
report my resignation from the National Executive to the General
Gouncil of the Party so that it may be able to consider the issues
that arise when it meets in Madras on 1st June.

As there have been some ill-informed comments in the press and
as you huve been good enough to agree to my releagsing to the
press your letter of April 22 and my reply, I am doing so now.

Yours sincerely,

sd/-

(Minoo Masani)

Mr, N, Dandeker, M.P,,
General Secretary,
Swatantra Party,

Bombay,



