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ational Govt not utopian, say proposers

Ronita Torcato talks to some eminent pu ¢ meh who have proposed the formation of an alternative National Government

papers, (see The Indian Post,

October 28) some eminent
public men have demanded the
dismissal of the Rajiv Gandhi Gov-
ernment and its replacement by,
what they call, an interim Nation-
al Government. The proposal has
been received with some scepti-
cism in political circles and with a.
measure of acceptance outside.
The proposal, in summary, envis-
ages the dismissal of the Prime
Minister and his Government by
Presidential fiat and the forma-
tion of an interim National Gov-
ernment to take its place. The na-
tional Government is to comprise
eminent individuals of proven in-
tegrity who will hold power for six
mon before another Govern-

is elected.
‘% proposal for the formation
o National Government has
been criticised on several
grounds. The main points at issue

I N a letter sent to some news-

e:
1) Whether there is anﬂreai istic
char of the proposal being im-
plemented, in view of the Consti-

tutional ambiguities relating to
the dismissal of an elected Gov-
ernment, and one with a substan-
tial majority at that.

2) The mechanics by which the
alternative National Government
will be formed, which the signato-
ries of the letter did not specify.

3) The validity of the rationale
of the whole plan. which envis?
ages merely an interim status for
the National Government, to be
replaced after six months with an-
other elected Government, which
will comprise the same politicians
who have brought about the pre-
sent crisis.

Minoo Masani, eminent legal
counsel and former Swatantra
Party leader and one of the signa-
tories of the letter, nevertheless,
defends the proposal. Says Ma-
sani, “Under the British and Indi-
an Constitutions, the Crown and
the President are empowered, al-
beit in exceptional circumstances.

to dismiss a Prime Minister who
enjoys a Parliamentary majority.
if they are convinced the Prime
Minister and the Government no

Minoo Masani

longer renect the will of the elec-
torate. The Supreme Court of In-
dia has held that while the Presi-
dent ought not to dismiss the PM
in normal circumstances. he has
the power to do so otherwise. So,
the prerogative of dismissing the
PM is there. Our Constitution says
the PM holds office at the pleasure

of the President. People are not
aware that they can ask the Presi-
dent to intervene.

Masani also questions the view
that the present Government is a
majority Government. Says he,
“Raijiv never got a majority. For,
49 per cent of those who voted for
him comprised only half of the
electorate. So, there was no mas-
sive mandate.”

He points to the fact that the
idea of a neutral care-taker Gov-
erninent taking office between
two elections is not new.." Rajaji
had suggested that before an elec-
tion there should be an honest
care-taker Government for six
months, which would be followed
by new elections.”

“In a crisis like this, the people
lose faith in the Government's
ability to control the situation,”
explains Madhu Mehta, convenor
of the Hindustani Andolan, *‘We
have only floated a proposal..on
which we would like to mobilise
public opinion and generate a
public debate. We felt that a Na-
tional Government is the best so-

—

]

Madhu Mehta

lution. Ultimately, action has to be
taken by the President, who can
use his good offices in persuading
the PM to take note of the chaotic
conditions in the country and en-
sure the continuation of demo-
craticrule.” ;

The interregnum of six months, it
is hopad, will function as a period

“When a new political alignment
takes place... and a national con-
sensus can emerge.’”
Elaborating, he says “What
they (the National Government)
will do and how, nobody can say,
but it would entail *'A coalition ...
of men and women, of integrity
and the ability and experience to
tackle problems, cutting across
partisan interests... Let the Con-
gress-I remain and the Opposition
parties, too. Then it will be a truly
democratic Government.”

“We want to preserve democra-
cy and the national Government is
one'way of doing it"” opines Kekoo
Gandhy, of the Gallery Chemould.
Asked to suggest likely nominees
for the National Government he
says "Il you asked me about the
contemporary art scene in Bom-
bay 1'd be able to speak with some
authority. I'm very apolitical, but |
would say we need people who do
not take positions so readily. Per-

sons who see things maore holisti-
cally.” Such as ? *"Mr J.R.D. Tata.

NATIONAL GOVT. NOT
UTOPIANGPAGE3—

. S—



Electric typewnters repaired
serviced with guarantee. Annual semice
contracts undertaken. Contact the most re-
liable and dependable people — consoli-
dated business machmes. Tel: 5610810
IPA

Metals & Alloy Co. dealers of stockists of all

kinds of ferro alloys, minerals, refractories
petroleumn coke etc. Mr SK Goel 408,
Wapar Bhavan P D'Mello Road, Bombay-9.
2045/6 Rajguru Road Chunamandi-Fahar
Guni, Delhi. Phone: Bombay: 334775, Delh:
774151, IPA

Call Private Tutors' Bureau

291190,

268734, 265556, 263777, 331221 Vashi:

670271

IPA

Be Proud of your English! Learn English con-
versation through the unique course that
gives you confidence. For details — Cail
Private Tutors' Bureaw: 291190-268734

IPA

Learn English conversation/grammar in three
months under expert teachers morning/
afternoon/evening Mayfair Classes, Super
Shopping, SV. Road, Opp. Station, Andheri
(West) 577544,

IPA

~all papers

150, Ma.. —wdinting 2.50, 4
years free service guarantee. Showroom at
Prabhadevi  “Sandersons”™ 4304195,
4301885 IPA

CLASSIFIED RATES

DEATHS
Births/Wedding Anniversaries/

Religious Ceremonies eic.

s

Creetings

Box charges

Matrimonials/Death Annicersaries/ —

NO CHARCGE

Rs 10.00 upto 25 worda
Re 1.00 per extra word

Ra 10.00 upto 10 words
Re 1.00 per extra word

Ra 20.00 upto 25 words
Rs 2.00 per extra word

Rs 7.00 extra

Remittance: Unly by Demand Draft/Postal Order/Money Order in

the name of “Indian Chronicle Private Ltd.”

For Details Cont

t: Adverti

nt Department,

Indian Post, J.K. Bldg., N.M. Marg, Ballard Estate,
Ew.hgcﬂm = 4151415 Ext. 314/319.

Instamt food...! instant donk. ' And now — In-
stant beauty!! By “Artel” for wallpaper
(150) Bhor Marblex Tiles (7.50) Sandtex
(300) All Vinyl Floorings available. Contact:
Abbas, Office: 6365632, 6363520,
6402442 Residence 321230 P&

Marblex tiles at Rs 7.25 ps. Contact: Ra)
Agencies (Distributors of Bhor Industries)
Tel 8721831/8724933/8727450 IPA

Rolite' Venetian blinds al most competitive
rates Contact Raj Agencies. Tel 8721831/
B724933/8727450 IPA

Plumbing. masonry, electrical, carpentry, til-
ing. marble fiung waterproohng. slhiding
windows/doors, marblex tiles, painting, any
interior jobs. Contact: “Shakti Decorators”,
A Mala, Phone 6367586 % IPA

“Rajkumar Arts”, 375478 — 397037 —
220237 — 220431 — 243522 — special-
ist for strong waterproofing. silky fimish, lux-
urigus painting. sandtex, superb tling, plas-
tening. carpentry, slotted angles. industnal,
hame waring, iPA

SITUATION VACANT

Dimple Kapadia in Kaash.

Atlag Consultancy Services invites lady ac-
counts assistants, Typsts. stenographers,
sales assistants/executives (female) com-
puter operators. Contact Birya House, Sec-
ond Floor, 265, Bazargate Street, Fort. IPA

‘Wanted an expenienced counter salesman lor
a electronic show-room at Jhane Contact
on 593949 IPA

HINDI FILMS
* AGENT VINOD Mahendra Sandhu,

Asha Sachdev Kamran (Kurla) 4
shows

ANAND - Amitabh. Rajesh Khanna
Roxy — 3 shows Milan (Santacruz)
4 shows

BAAZI Dharmendra. Rekha Dream-
land - 369

BAJRANG BALI Laxmi (Parle) 4
shows

DHARAMVEER — Dharmendra
Jeetendra, Zeenat 4 shows at Ram-
chandra (Dombii}  Jhankar
[Bhivand)

GHAR KA SUKH Tanuja. Raj Kiran
Swastik 3,69 Sachinam 12369
Palace 12,369 Bijali 4 shows Na-
traj (Chembur) H.M. (Bhayandar)

HIFAZAT — Anil Kapoor, Madhun
Central 369

JEENE KI RAAH Jeetendra, Tanuja,
Sanjeev Chandan {Juhu) 4 shows
KAASH Jackie Shroff. Dimple Ap-
sara — 3,69 15 Bandra Tks — 4
shows

KUDRAT KA KANOON Hema Ma-
li, Jackie Shroff, Nowvelty —
36,915 Sundaram 12369 Chi-
tra 12.36.9 Topiwala 4 shows Ba-
har 4 shows Nandi (Bandra) New
Era (Malad) Sona (Kandwli) Akash
(Kurla) Sahakar (Chembur)
Shreyas (Ghatkopar) Aradhana
[Thana) Bhanu (Kalyan) Anil (Ullhas
nagar) Payal (Bhivand))
KHUDGARZ Jeetendra, Shatrughan
Sinha, Amrita Singh Metro — 11 15
am Deepak (Deslle Road) New

* KAUN JEETA KAUN HAARA Aruna
Iram, Madhu Kapoor iper
2306915 itol
11 30,24569.15 Barkha 4 dhows
Ganesh 4 shows Gaiety (Bdhdra)
Sangam-Navrang (Andner)
Hanjer [Jogeshwari) Kasturba (Ma-
lad) Milap (Kandivli) Ajanta (Borivli)
Parvati (Vasai Road) Janki (Vasai)
Kalpana (Kurla) Odeon (Ghatko-
par) Huma (Kanurmarg) Deep-
mandir (Mulund) Vandana (Thana)
Joker (Kalyan) Paramount [Ullhas-
nagar) Apsara (Bhivandi)

MATINEES

* AAG HI AAG Dharmendra, Sha-

A scene from Aliens.




