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A New Political Party Comes

‘FREEDOM PARTY’ FOUNDER TELLS HOW IT WAS FORMED

N August in Bombay, India a new political
I|r.|r|j- was born. If it were yet one more
party wedded to some kind of socialism, that
would hk\rc“} be news. What is llilr!'l'-'lirl;."
about the development is that the Swatantra
{Freedam) party, which has come inlo exist-
ence under the ll'.llli'l"‘ljlil of Elder Statesman
. Rajagopalachari, is pledged to the mainte-
nance of individual liberty, believes in peasant
FJJ"I!PFJI'PJHh}JJEJ (51} ] l,lu‘ ]‘Jllli .I,IIII !H'i}‘)]l'-": cnler-
prise in industry, and is opposed to statism and
the llJl'lhmlnIlr"\ of socialism. That a broad-
based politic: |!Jnr:\ of this nature should have
come forward to question the very founda-
tions an which the social and economic strue-
ture of the 10-year-old Indian republic has so
lar been reared constitutes nothing short of
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a revolution on the Indian political scene.
T'he birth of the Swatantra party marks, in
a way, the end of the Irllwlvi!!dr‘pr'rll’1'l1|'|' °cra
which has been infused with the agitational
politics of the struggle for national freedom.
It may well mark the beginning of the func-
tioning of normal parliamentary democracy in
a country whose freedom has been well and
lrul} founded on the rock of a demoeratic con-
stitution and which now turns to utilize that
freedom for the well-being and happiness of
its people. Swatantra party leaders claim the
emergence of the parly as a sign of the grow-
ing political maturity of the Indian people.
The philosophy of the new party, put in
a nutshell, 1s that it has faith in the peo-
ple’s capacity to serve the country by serving

themselves, The slogan under which Dr. Lud-
wig Erhard has accomplished the magnificent
postwar recovery of West ‘;e'rnl;lrl}. "Let the
men and the money loose and they will make
the country strong,” strikes a responsive chord
with the Swatantra party’s members. The new
party’s members do not believe that a collec-
tivized economy can coexist for long with po-
litical democracy. One or the other must give
way. Some measure of state enterprise and reg-
ulation in the economic leld the party accepls
as inevitable in the conditions of the 20th Cen-
tury. But, when government re gulation steps
across a certain Imm it threatens the purpose
for which it is invoked. The new party stands
for the "defense of farm and family.” It rejects
materialism and recalls the stress which Gandhi

AT THE FIRST CONVENTION OF A NEW PARTY ORGANIZED T0 OPPOSE
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into Being in India

AND WHAT ITS OBJECTIVES ARE

laid on moral values. It rejects the false dichot-
omy of bread versus fn'l-lll:rrn_. In its view,
bread can be achieved only with and .'-’H‘tufig-'ﬂ
freedom. Abraham Lincoln’s adage that the
legitimate object of government is ‘to do .f"r
the people what needs to be done, but which
they cannot, by individual effort, do at all, or
do so well, for themselves,” ™ was quoted in
one of the keynote speeches at the Bombay
founding convention because it has I‘r‘li'\':lll'l'l'
to the problems of India a century after Lin-
coln’s time. .

The new party has decided to limit its op-
position to the socio-economic sphere and }_I;m
not so far developed a plank on foreign policy
or on the linguistic and other local problems
which abound in different parts of India. The

CONGHESS ADMINISTHATION OF THE COUNTRY

sponsors feel that the political parties of today,
whether in India or elsewhere, often tend to
lay down “the party line” on almost every
aspect of life. and they accordingly believe that
the Swatantra party might well set an e_\':.ml.plr
of limiting its area of agreement and discipline
and leaving its individual members free to ex-
press their own points of view on many of
these issues outside the party platform.

For a decade now Prime Minister .\'Ellrl‘.l,
with his quaint blend ume'ic'[-_st_vlv economic
planning and British-model parliamentary dem-
ocracy, has dominated the Indian intellectual
scene, A faint challenge from an isolated pock-
¢t here and there is all he has had to encoun-
ter. The fundamental thinking on which the
Nehru government’s economic measures have
been based is that, in an underdeveloped coun-
try such as India’s, a departure from the nor-
mal functioning of economic laws becomes
necessary il the high expectations of material
improvement raised in the minds of newly in-
dependent people are not to turn sour. So, the
argument goes, the building up of heavy in-
dustry must, contrary to the normal sequence,
|Irl‘t:!‘di> COnsumer gl]l]ds illi{llﬁtl'i'_“\l. r].}lc lr'll\.'-
ernment has to play a particularly active role,
both in establishing capital goods industries,
such as steel and huge river-valley projects,
and in regulating the entire [unctioning of
economic life, whether in industry or agricul-
ture. Like Russia and China, lhlrugh without
political dictatorship, India would pull itself
up by its bootstraps, performing in a short
gpan of time what might otherwise take gen-
erations to accomplish. There can be no ques-
tion that, liUJ’iIiH the first decade of iIIlll.'!li'l:lli—
ence, a large part of the Indian intelligentsic
followed Mr. Nehru in this line of thought.

Under the surface. however, second thoughts
have been developing and discontent with the
“socialist pattern”™ has been building up dur-
ing the last few ycars, The middle classes have
found themselves being ground down slowly
by the inevitable consequences of excessively
high taxation and the inflation that was slowly
creeping over them. The consumer was made
ta pay more for the necessities of life through
successive impositions of heavy excise duties,
I'he investor was being taxed out of his in-
vestable surplus, The entrepreneur was being
E_r.lrrimi by bureaucratic regulation and inter-
lerence. ..\ businessman n--.pumiiu;_[ to the gov-
ernment’s call to undertake the manufacture
of some scarce material or one for which there
is an export market found that he had to
trudge the dusty corridors of the New Delhi
secretarial, moving from office to office in a
never-ending attempt to obiain the various li-
censes and permits, Those already in the field

y8 every nth flying up to Delhi o
dl;'I:-hl'r JUETIEs Or remove some road block in
'\:‘“"-:l:nllfr:l}:ll::n:::f: lI}Iu- necessary facilities,

. 1e people’s

| enterprise
were being systematically imposed,

and justi-

e CmarAs

AUTHOR MASANI, one ol the three founders of
the new Freedom party, has been mayor of Bom-
hay. ambassador to Brazil. a business execulive
and is an Independent member of India’s Parlia-
ment. He has also written eight books, is an oulspo-
ken critic of Nehru's “socialist pattern of sociery.”

fied by reference Lo the socialist doctrine. Fear,
hesitancy and uncertainty as to what the gov-
ernment would do next have become a feature
of economie life.

On the political plane, the evils of interfer-
ence hy political bosses in the administration
of the country and the pressure they brought
to bear on officials have been causing demorali-
zation among civil servants and destroying pub-
lic confidence in the government of the day.
Interference on ideological grounds has been
elevated into a principle. The cult of personal-
ity has smothered free discussion even within
the ruling party itself. The bulk of the members
of the Congress party, who think along liberal
or Gandhian lines, have been 1'||1imiiiaT¢-ci into
silence by a few confused Marxists at the head
of the party. In the absence of an alternative
governmenl, discontent has been funneled in-
creasingly into Red channels, and the ki
!u-l;u'ir_;lliml that took. pl Mina in the

10s between'the Kuomintang and the Commu-
nist parly was becoming noticeable in the state
of Kl'ruh.a and was in danger of developing else-
where. Even so. only the wildest optimist could
have foreseen the emergence of a major politi-
cal party which advocated rejecting the entire
pattern of planning and economic t!f".'i-lupnn-ni
llt:!l::lll Ih'ar-.het-n r""l}“(.l.i. l]LIITI-I‘I'l; the past decade,
¥ @ year ago, I myself tried unsuccessfully

to weld together several of the local ;_-rnup--

o
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FOUNDERS of Swatan-
tra party meet during is
first convention. They are
(left to right) Professor
N. G. Ranga, party chair-
man; Chakravarti Rajago-
palachari, the party’s lead-
er: and Minoo Masani,
the author of this article.

FREE.)(.)J.‘I PARTY CONTINUED

which have now come together under the umbrella of this new nation-

al party. How has this new party of freedom finally come about?
Oddly, credit for its emergence must go to the Congress party, be-

cause of what is deseribed in India as the "Nagpur Resolution™ which

e R B e e L i3

life in the Indian village. The first prong of the attack is the impo-
sition of ceilings on land holdings which in practice would deprive
the farmer of all land that he might own in excess of what would
bring in an income of around 3,600 rupees (5760) in the year. This
measure would break the back of the middle classes in the \."il|;1g_:es
and deprive them of the capacity to withstand the inroads of govern-

mental authority.

The second prong is the prupta:i.'ﬂ which is t'llp|‘:1'll‘ri.~ilil‘aii}' called
“joint copperative [arming.” Barring its name, it has nothing in com-
mon with the principles of genuine eooperation as practiced in Den-
mark, England and other countries. [t1s in reality an attempl at intro-
ducing collective farming of the Soviet-Chinese pattern through the
pooling of land, the uprooting of boundaries and the establishment
of hig cooperative farms. Even if this plan were brought about with-
oul coercion it must, in present-day conditions in India, inevitably
mean management by officials of the government and the reduction
of the [armer to the status of a landless laborer. Heedless of the lessons
of the failure of collective farming in the Iron Curtain countries and
ignoring the magnificent achievements of small-scale peasant farming
in Japan, Prime Minister Nehru insists that this change would result
in inecreased food production. It is also supposed to conslitute a
“higher way of life” than the age-old method of a man and his family
cultivating land which is his own.

The third prong is the attempt to establish a state monopoly in the
wholesale trade in food grains, thereby eliminating thousands of trad-
ers and leaving the farmer face to face with the monopoly, which can
dictate to him the price at which he must sell his produce.

NEHRU, India's Prime
Minister, has been a Con-
gress party leader for 35
years, His daughter, Indira
Gandhi, is now Congress
party president. Nehru's
personal rule is one of the
main targels ol new party.
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It was this ill-conceived Nagpur Resolution which acted as a ﬁ[:urk-

plug to the political revolt. The urban muhflr‘. -‘Ju,-r' .'s.ud the _.b{l':-lilll"‘:ﬂ.s
class, helpless against the hold of the Congress parly on rural areas,
have found a new ally. The reaction of la led peasants, who with
their families constituie at least 52% of India's gmllful;mnu. has been
instinctive. In a country where most peasants live in rlnml huts, own
Vede move Vhan a plow, and, il they are 1“-1\\..'. “ ||-.1H.' of bullocks,
the piece of land that they have is all they can call their own. \’_'- hen
Prime Minister Nehru brushes aside the plea for peasant proprietor-
ship by pointing out that most of the peasanis own smuﬁ.. 1ra,-l_1n1!-r|1.r-!
farms and should therefore not object to the poaling of their lands,
it sounds 1o the peasant like asking a mother not to mind par'.i:uj.'.
with her child because it is anly a tiny infant. So it was not surprising
that the All [ndia Agriculturists’ Federation convened the initiating
meeting at Madras on June 4 where the decision to launch the Swa-
tantra party was taken, Professor N. G, Ranga, a leading ~.|m|~'r'nn_1:1n
of the Indian peasantry, resigned his post as secretary of the Con-
gress party in Parliament to become chairman of the new, party.

Even within the ranks of the Congress party there is widespread
disquiet over the ur Resolution. Only a few weeks back, the In-
dinn press published the gist of a letter written to the Prime Minister
by the veteran De, Rojendra Prasad, the President of the Republic,
soumding a note of warning against a hasty and doetrinaire uppfuu-'h
to rural problems.

Perhaps the best parallel to the character of the Swatantra party
in Western countries is that [Iril\il!l‘ll |l} such as the Smallholders’
party in Hungary. In the field of agriculture the paramount need for
increased food production is stressed, and it is Telt that this is best
attained through the self-employed peasant proprietor who is inter-
ested in obtaining the highest yields from his land. The peasant farm-
er should be given all psychological and material inducements for
grealer production without disturbing the harmony of rural life and
without affecting ownership or management. Among such incentives
would be a fair and stable price, the provision of credit and the supply
of water, tools, seed and fertilizer.

In the field of mndustry, the Swatantra party believes in the incen-
tives for higher production®and expansion that are inherent in com-

e .- . - y T
peliive enterprise. with necessary safeguards against monopoly. The
party would re i

strict state enterprise 10 the field of heavy industries,
e=aential in order 1o -||L~|-||-lt||'nl the
such private enterprise ¢
{

v Jueers [
notable achievements of

1, lor example, the giant Tata lron & Steel
ompany in Jamshedpur, and such national

The party has declared itself 1o be in favor of
of capital goods industries. organize
rural industries that afford

services as the railways.
a balaneed 111-\v|;.:,1‘||_u-nt
| consumer goods industries and
: -tlglpf!'lnr-nl.u_\ employment to the large
number of unemployed and |||||tr~n-rr||.|.-\|-.i peaple on the land The

party is "['i"“""l o the state entering the field of rade. Tt hats 5

Iree choice far the investor. the produces end WHE CONSUMET.
Through such a pestssse poticy, the Swatantra party believes that
1] eyl production

o | can be set on its feet in the way that has been
provided LI” . !II |‘ml.“'I in Japan sinee World War 1. Thus can be
ded a sound foundation on which the in :
country can be reared \\.'l.i':..l hich the industrial structure of the

depre ating the |.u|p| v of .L-—'m‘l'l].! the
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FREEDOM PARTY connnueo

present generation to tighten its belt (which. in India, il does not
possess) for the sake of generations yet unborn, the Swatantra party
helieves that the policies it suggests would liberate the productie
forces from the restrictive effects of bureaucracy, so that a mueh
quicker expansion ol industry and a more I':lflili rise in the standard of
life of the people can be brought about, just as this was ;ll'r_'_mtlp|i.-¢]h’¢]
by the successful implementation of Dr. Erhard’s policy of social en-
terprise in West Germany. Such a policy would be in consonance
with the established Indian principle that those who possess wealth
should not run the government, while those who control the army
and police should not be in control of agriculture and industry. The
pariy’s policy would prevent the concentration of political and eco.
nomic power in a few hands. The way is thus opened for the building
up of a broad-based coalition of the peasantry in the villages and
the middle classes in the cilies.

Two charges have been levied against the new party by ils oppo-
nents. The first is that it is a projection of the inleresis of hig husiness
and is therefore “reactionary.” Since this is Mr. Nehru's main line
of attack it merits consideration. It is undoubtedly true that the
illl|rfi't|u‘l11.!liu||. of the |I;i|‘L},‘r~ program would |l!'i|l5 the businessman
the much needed reliel for which he has been clamoring for the past
lew years., That does not. however, mean that the business class will
wholeheartedly throw its weight behind the Swalantra party. The
reason for this lies in the present controlled economy where business
tends to become the handmaid of government. The selfish seramble
for licenses and permits blunts the capacity of businessmen to stand
up for their way of life. Fear of the wrath of government against
businessmen who gi\c' |1tllilit:ul or linancial .-uinpul'i to the new party
15 omnipresent. Thus, while some courageous businessmen will no
doubt gravitate to the Swatantra party, it is more than likely that
those businessmen who have hitherto :|.i¢-'.iu~r'_'.1.!'..\|.u~1! themselves by
lack of vision and supine attitude to the government will continue o
be found on Mr. Nehru's “socialist’™ bandwagon. The new party will
therefore have to rely for its sinews on the small man’s supporl.

Another argument advanced by the critics of the Swatantra party
is that 1l) llli\il!ill;,' the democratic forces in the counlry, il may 1||;-
consciously help the Communisi party. | believe this Tear is based
on a profound misconception of current political realities,

Il today the new party has come out in frontal opposition to the
government of the day, it is because the policies of the Nehru govern-

ment are in many ways preparing the ground for Communism, giving
it respectavlity and In.l]n.ill,f.; it IlIt'lFIIIF_',II'd”_\ acceplable. The Prime
Minister has often said that he sees nothing to object to in the ideol-
ogy of Communism but only in its methods of violence. In other
words, the Communist leopard is good, but without his spots. The
moral barrier which Gandli erected againsl Communism has been
|i||'1 .I“ |'il|'1'1;1|-'|-|l”:rlll:'-lI‘|'|.1I|--I1I‘J"l .-'I”””mi". !’UIiulua 'UJ‘ "n-r lL-lh”:-I‘ !.ill1}.

! pL at collective larming, Justifvothe use

il ap S [ . > 1
IF- 1 phrase ‘.\ht h the late Deputy Prime Minister Sardar Vallabhbhay
atel used in a different conlext: : ‘

the sappers and miners of the (

lost in a fog

1'11'-\.1- qu-i[r 1ICS5 are i 20mie Wivs

Lmmunasi [rarty,

increase i [he power of the St with the qrogled
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WARNING taken from
writings of Gandhi hangs
aver tent at the Freedom
party convention. I’n_rr_\
also featured antistalism
sentiments of Vinoba Bha-
v, Indian land reformer.

In the past lew months, we in India have seen Communist imperial-
ism destroy the freedom of the unarmed and defenseless people ol
Tibet. Until only recently the people of the state of }\I.!jh‘!l‘l were bal-
tling bravely o throw off the Communist yoke. Unflortunately, 1l
aeems that many goad men in the Congress pariv. who would react
violently at the direct threat of Gommunist dictatorship. do not mind
very much il the puison is administered o them in l|n||||-.np..1|i1|r dozes
over a period of years, Aud certainly there is little merit in the sug-
gestion that, in the face of the inability of Congress party members to
assert themselves, others should stand by helplessly and watch this
erosion of democracy for fear of splitting the non-Communist vole.

The whole world, including the peoples in the lron Curtain coun-
tries, is moving away (rom the shibboleths of colleetivism. The dan-
ger of India’s being committed 1o outmoded dogmas which the rest of
the worlil is discarding must be combated, By rallying India against
Communism and by educating public upinion about thesmoral gull
between Communism and the free way of life, the new party will
elimipate the danger of the current unconscious drift toward the
precipice. The party's Statement of Principles allows no coexistence
between it and the ideology of Communism, and the leading spokes-
men of the party have o long record of struggle against Communist
totalitarinnism.

The main architect of the party is India’s elder statesman. C. Raja-
gopalachari. a former Governor-General and Home Minister in the
Union Government and more than once the Chief Minister of the state
of Madras, The charge of irresponsibility laid on him by the Prime
Minister sits oddly on the shoulders of this BO-year-old patriarch.
Une of Gandhy's trusted licatenants, and allied 1o him domestically by
the marriage of Gandhi's son with his daughter, he has said that
Communism is “Public Enemy Number One.” The phrase has become
famous and is now part of the party's credo.

Prolessor N. G. Ranga. the party’s chaieman, early learned the
facts of life about Communism in the villages of his home state in
Andhra, and has inereased his knowledge through the bitter experi-
ences of such friends and associates as Ferene Nagy of Hungary,

The party has the moral support of Jayaprakash Naravan, former
socialist leader and now Vinoba Bhave's chief lieutenant in the Bhoo-
dan (land gift) campaign. Jayaprakash, though himself a believer in
nonparty democracy, has welcomed the emerecnce of the
party Fhene anse he supporis is ll1_1l|ll.~|.li“|| Lo
centralized planning which he deseribes as
15 also heartened by the :nl.ll\-'- accept
schieving social justice through the th
part of those Ning we

prently, J-I\-.qul,hl.r-h_
revolt against the Ind
Hungarian res

Swalanlra
the totalitarian trends in
creeping paralysis.’” He
ance of the Gandhian way of
cory of “trusteeship” on the
alth and enjoying privilege of any kind. Cur.
who three years back had raised the banner of
n government’s ambivalent attivasl
|!l_|11[|'||_ 15 hard
Filwetan | pamisalinsss
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TOKYO SHIBAURA ELECTRIC CO., LTD.

2, Ginza Nishi 5-chome, Chuo-ku, Tokyo, Japan.
Cable: TOSHIBA TOKYO
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There is a Contaflex model for every budget: with and without
exposure meter, with Tessar /2,8 0r Pantar f/2,8lens and univer-
sal exposure control. All of them have interchangeable lens com-
ponents, the same bright and life-sized pentaprism viewfinder,
and the same ease of handling. Contaflex cameras are made by

Zeiss Ikon AG. Stuttgart
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Throughout the world, fine workmanship
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m!.n}blrd for your particular need — for mob
avialion or industrial applications. It Pays 1o buy the best.
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}-\r’helher it is fot Production line assembly work or maintenance and repair
Jobs, you save time, money, and get better work quality with sure-fitti
Swar-on tools. i
Snar-oN wrenches are built to last bui
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Misasee T . : p under all t
o rking conditions, They're machined to close tolerances — fit snugyap:;
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8sl. And they're slim to reach the tight spots — tough enough to loosen

the tightest nuts. Available in U.S,, metrie and Whitworth sizes

Check the complete S i assel
_Che ! NAP-ON line of tools for facto
chinery maintenance, auto repair shops, truck fleet 3 o

ol and railroad maintenance:
Vrite for the Svap-on catalog and the name of Yyour nearest representative
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Swap-on Toola

faternational Divition
8061~1 28th Avenue . Kenosho, Wisconsin
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FREEDOM PARTY conmnuee

now and then. The mind of India is in flux. No static or statistical
analysis based on the figures of the last elections makes any sensc.
The Indian voter is, by and large, an uncommitted voter, swayed by
a multiplicity of such pulls as religion, caste, region, idcnlt::gy anid
the cult of personality. There can be no question that the l.lblIlgl'f.‘bri
party has had is day and must now be prepared for a continuous
decline in its prestige and popularity. People are getling bored with
the old faces, the old voices and the old slogans. By 1962, _il will be
“time for a change.”

The question is now whether the Congress party will lose ground.
It will. The question is who will occupy that ground-—the Commu-
nists or the Swatantra party? The answer to this question will lie in
the capacity shown by the new party to build what is now a broad
national movement into an efficient machine, to convert widespread
but nebulous sympathy into resources and votes. My personal beliel
is that, whether we win or lose the next elections, our greatest sepv-
ice will lie in the fact that we will have broken the "Congress or
Communist” strait-jacket which limited the Indians’ choice. And we
will have prevented India’s going along the Chinese path. For every
vote the Swatantra party takes away from the Congress party it will
take away scores of potential votes from the Communist party. A
friend of mine in Bombay told me about a year ago that at the next
elections he would vote for the Communists, much as he detested
them, because that was the only way to remove the “corrupt and
inefficient Nehru government.” [ pleaded with him that this would be
a lragic mistake on his part, but to no purpose. Last month the first
donation that came into the Swatantra parly’s offices in Bombay was
from the same man, whe wrote that once again he could see a bright
future for India.

At the last elections the Indian who was not a socialist—and there
were. quite.a few millionswwas vistually dislranshised. The choice
between the Congress party, the Praja Socialist party, the Socialist
party and the Communist party candidates was for him little choice
indeed. It will now be possible for the country and the electorate
to have belore it a clear alternative.

Will the Swatantra party succeed in giving India, in course of
time, a government that will implement its liberal policies? I don't
know. No organization has a guarantee of victory at its birth. In-
deed, no worthwhile cause would ever take shape if its sponsors
awaited such assurance. Every spontanecous, grass-roots development
must al the same time be an act of will and an act of {aith,

THE FARMER landholder will. predicts Party Spokesman Masani. |
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hackbone of the party. Here Indian farmers harvest wheat in Uttar ]’1'.|.]--_|I:




