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I)")e minutes of the last meeting of the State Comc:il/\v.iere confiéfied,

The meeting then took up for consideration two resolutions adopted by
the National Executive at its meeting in Madras on April 17, 1977.

Rajaji Trust

The feeling was generally expressed that though the Janata party's
manifesto largely reflected the views of the Swatantra Party, there
were areas where the policies adumbreted in the new party's manifesto
were not in consonance with the Swatfntra Party's thinking.

It was also felt that there was need to continue to propagate at an
ifeclogical Jvel the philosophy of the Party as prepownded by Rajaji,
Mr, Yasani and others, In this context the setting up of the Rajaji

Trust was welcomed and the National Executive's resolution on the
subject was ratified,
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The meeting then took up for consideration the resolution calling for

a merger with the Janata Party. There was considerable discussion with
some membe?s expressing the view that since the Janata Party was not
jdeologically as clear as the Swatantra, there was need to keep the
Swatantra Party in Maharashtra alive.

Tt waz also pointed out that despite several overtures to the mew Party and
the fact that our members had worked with sincerity and devotion for the
success of Janata Party candidates, the attitude of those in authori ty

in the Janata Party was very luke warm.

Others while conceding the lack of ideological clakity, felt that by
keeping the Party &Jive, we would be coming in the way of the emergence

of a genuine two-party system.

Some members pointed out that the National Convention alone could decide
the issuve particulerly because the Party's constitution did not carry any
provision which would permit the dissolution of the Party.

In the light of this and the differences of view among members of the
Council, it was decided to hold in abeyance the Council's decision in
regard to the ratification of the Nationel Executive resolution,

The Council decided to wait and watch subsequent developments and also felt
that as and when the matter was ratified it should be unanimously done in
accordance with the Party's constitution.

It was further decided that those who wished to join the Janata Party were
free to do so by resigning from the Swatantra Party. The Swatantra Party
in the meanvhile would eschew political activity for the present and would
review the position at its next meeting,

Meanwhile Mr. Asoka Mehta's letter to the President inviting him to send
Tepresentatives of the Swatantra Party to the Delhi Convention of the
Janata Party on May 1/uad’coneidered. Tt vag decided that Maharashtra
should send tolken observers, Mr, Girish Munshi agreed to lead a team of

observers to Delhi, Those interested in proceeding to Delhi were asked
te hand in their names at the Party
arrangements to be made,

office to enable necessary travel

I he meeting then terminated with a vote of thanks to the Chair,



