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India today is a d :

" Leartening one. N

| the disgust with politicians and
parties %ﬁ?ﬁ as widespread as it is

A0w,

Avzust
I’ugﬁc Opinion (the Gallu? affiliate
in India) shawed that no le
76 per cent. of those interviewed
believe that * present day S"’m"
ians by and large are goided by
the exigencies of their own poli-
tical carcers.” Some 59 per cent.
expressed the view that 1his
deterioration  in - political  stan-
dards had been accentuated over
the past two years of Janata
party rule. .
The sad thing is that it can
reasonably be argued that there is
nothing whatsoever to chopse be-
tween the three parties contend-
ing for power, They have all heen
zuilty of encourazing defections,
of “toppling” Governments and
of combining without the slightest

! scruple with the opponents of yes-

terday against their comrades.

It is, perhaps, inevitable that, in
a country lackiug the traditions of
individual liberty and grassroots
citizenship on which a free society
can he based, there should be too
much politics and too little citizen-
ship. This natural handicap has.
however, been greatly aggravated
by the socio-economic pattern with
which India’s first Prime Minister,
Mr Nehru, endowed the country,
which he deseribed as  the social-
ist pattern of society.” In practice,
this has meant an advanced and
obsolete form of Stale capitalism
with a big and burgeoning
bureaucracy and administrative
;:‘t;ntrols that invade every walk of
ife,

The combination of political and
economic power in the hands of
' A few politicians has meant that

the stakes of office have heen
raised altogether too high. This
has vesulted not only in corrup-
tien hut alse in_an ufter lack of
scrunle in the fight tor political
office, To the discerning oheerver.,
it is clear that ladia cannot have
a clean and efficient Government
unless it is also a limited Govern-
ment and Gandhi—the Mahatma
{ —was right when he reiterated
that “That Government is best
which zoverns the least.”

| econontic front s a * U-turn.”
{ Muite apart from the economic
benefits of such a step, there ean
be no doubt that it would mean re-
lieving the tender plant of Indian
demacracy of the excessive bur
dens it has been unable ta hear
without wilting. Such a turnabout
hus already been execated I Pros-
Went Jayawardene in Svi Lanka
With success, but it would bo Lo0
much to expeet any of india's
existing political parties *o undor-
take it. In so far as economic
poliries are concerned, thoy are all
wedded to the State capitalist pat-
tern and are all part, to borrow
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to form a union of all old Congress members
i and My Desai, has probably not been granted
before the election is held. Mrs Gandhi, shoun well |

opinion poll at the end of August, said on Sept.
g:y before demoeracy.

Whichever way one looks at i,
the outlook for the next few years
is bleak. 1t is wmost unlikely that
either that part of Congress led
by Mrs Gandhi or the Janata party
led by Mr Jagjivan Ram or the
coalition of parties and groups
which is taking shape under the
Jeadership of Mr Charan Singh and
Mr Urs will get a clear majority in
the elections to the Lok Sabha
(Lower House). In the light of
what has been happening during
the past few months and weeks,
can there be any doubt that such
a sitnation witl mean instability,
with constant efforts at horse-
trading and further defections?

The issue in the coming election
will not be democracy versus nuto-
cracy: it will be the vecord of the
Janata Government and, ahove all,
the level of prices. It is a matter
of record that prices in India rose
from 1960 continuously except
during the emergency, when they
registered an average fall equiva-
lent to an annual rate of § per
cent.

On present form, and pefore the
election campaign has really zot
going, all one can say is that the
tide of public opinion is flowing in
Mrs Gandhi's favour, As the edr-
tor of a leading daily iy the cap-
ital put it Jast month: * Ais
Gandhi is back at the ¢entre of
the stage.” Both Mr Charan Sinzh
and Mr Jagjivan Bam haye made
no bones about saying that they
would be glad te accept her assist-
ance. though to a dispassionate
observer the support so siven may
recall Moscow's retort in  the
twenties: “We shal support
Ramsay MacDonald s the rope
supoorts 1:“-‘ hanged map "

The only public opinj oll
avaDable Ja the Indiag’ puon_poll
which gives Mrs Gandhi a com-
bined urban and rurg] weiehtage
of 110 as 3 i 0 .'. 65 for Mr

Jronically enough, Mrs Gandhi’s
main altraction is precisely what |
liberals like me.deplore, numely,

her penchant for authoritarianisai.

Many years ago, Mr Walter Lip-
mann had pertinently observed
that historyv shows that when
forced to choose between a strong
and authoritarian régime and an
inept and incompetent democracy,
nations invariably choose the for-
mer. Mrs Gandhi seems to have
cottoned on to this fact because,
speaking in Bombay on Sept. 10,
she did not hesitate to sav that
“unity and stability are the first
requirements of the country, de-
mocracy comes later.”

It is true that today India suffers
from indiscipline in every walk of
life—labour, education and poli- |
tics, What India really yearns for,|
is democracy with discipline angd" |
discipline without dictatorship. |

True, says the cynic, but if we :
canngt have both, should we not. |
for a limited period, put discipline |
first and let democracy follow? |
This 1s a merelricious plea whirh
has been heard elsewhere, When |
the democrat gives expression to
his fear of what Mrs Gandhi's re-
turn to power may do lo the rule |
of law. civil liberties and the free-
dom of the Press, he is met these
days with the plea thay these
values would not really he en- |
dangered hecause Mrs Gandhi will
on this occasion have yeither a‘
clear,_majority in Parllament nnr‘[

|
|

4 ruvaer-stamp pr{'SidE !
beck and call. nt at her |

The Indian electorate
largely illiterate. has " <o far
shown a certain mpasyre  of |
shrewdnofq and qﬂgacih_‘ I will |
“l:'.‘“I all '{.5 SAPIENce 1o Goal with |
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