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My dear colleague,

ig meeting in

Ae you are aware, the General Council of our Party

Emgay on April {T end 18 in order to undertake what the Americans
would call an "agomising reappraisal" of our Party's pc.tf::ttion and
its future in the light of the results of the General Blections.
These, in many respects, have turned out to be a disagter for Ou:l:'t
Party and indeed for our cowtry. Our primary task at this moment .
will be to examine geriously what shape to give to the J?ar'lry and
ito future so that the Party may help to maintain freedom in this
country and to take it forvard.

I am sure you must haveé given considerable thought to this matter
since the Dlections, 1 too have done my bit of heart scerching.
On such ocoasions, it is good to recall the edvice that Gendhiji
used to give : "Turn the searchlight inwards". It is in such a
spirit of self-criticism that one should approach the current

ol gituation vhich calls for courage of two kinds - first the courage
to carry on the fight for one's objectives, even though the form
or method of this fight might change; and secondly, the courage
to aduit onels mistalkes and to learn from them.

Among the conclusions to which I have come are :

(1] That a great task of basic political education faces
us all in India, Thig task is to educate the masgscs
of our peopley and indeed.cur elite also, on the values——
of democracy and the importance of the free institutions
,we have so far enjoyed; and to impart some understanding
of the fundamental laws of economics.

(2) That, if existing democratic Opposition parties such as
ours are to play any decisive role in bringing about
such an awarencss and in succegsfully defending our
democrctic Constitution and nromoting the acceptance
of sound cconomic policies in place of the present
misguided onca, they can only do so under a new and
Tresh leadership wiich should preferably be of younger
peorle,

If: is a gound principle of administrotion, whether in military,
eivil, business or politiecal life that, when a disaster overtakes
8 country, army or orgenisation, the man at the helm of affaips
should take responsibility for the debacle ard hand over office
to someone vho may bring fresh ideas to tho task and a now and
open mind fo bear on the problem. It is only thus that countries
and institutions that are defeoted ‘ave able to resuseitate them—~
selves and rise again.

I believe that the present Plight of the Party is the cumulative
result of sevoral shorteomings in the vay of organisation amd
more reae_ant mistakes in appraisal ang strategy in go far as owr
ggmiil:i.n; in Jamuary 19?1 in the conditfions then preovailing the

= Party Front to fight these cleetfions. As Presidemt of the
i;i'lty for the past fifteen months, I ifeel that I should tale my

share of responsibility for thest mistakes,
\
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I em therefore hereby tondering my resignation as President of
the Party and shall request the Gencral Council, when it meets
after a few days, to accept it. This decision of mine ic an
irrevocable onc and I shall be grateful if you and our other
oolleagucs desist from attempting to persuade me to reconsider
it. The principle to whic: I have referred above admits of no
exceptions and I believe that the step I am taldng will be in
the long term interest of the Party, It has become a habit in
our country to make txcuses for hangirg on to office, whether
in goverment or elgewhere. I would lilte that, by accepting
my Tesignation, our Party at least should help in providing an
i

' example to the contrary.

In conclusicn, I would like to assure you that I propose to
confimie to Le a mamber of the Party and to advocate thc

‘philosophy and principles of owr Party, both by the written and

the spoken word, to the best of ny capacity.
Yours truly,
GAL graee |~

(M.R. Magani)



