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COUFIDENLTAL

SWATANTRA PARTY
COMMITTLE TO REVIET PARTY POLICIES

Phe Srotontra Party's poor performance in the 1971 Ge;er:l
Blections $o Parlicment was discussed at comsiderchle length ot &

meeting of tihe Gencral Council of the Porty held in Tonbey on April
17 and 18 this year. Menbcrs attributed tvo reacons for the Party's
feilure, viz.,
(2) Our partnership in the alliance vorked against our interests
both because of
(1) the absence of & comion programsme anc
(11) the fect thot the Jen Sengh's commmunal image and the
Conzreas(0)'s responsibility for the bad policies
pursued by them while in power,
hed tornished our imege. The Party found itself on the one hond
losing minority support end on the other having to shield our
Congress(0) allies.

(v) The second view, according to some olher members, was thot it
was not so much the ellicnce as our own lack Of mess appeal thot
hod resulted in our defeat, ;
Reasons {or lack of mass appeal were atiributed to verious factor:
among witich were
(1) our inebility to combat offectively the lobel "richman's

perty" and the reja-mehareje party'.

(1i) +the ebeence of & Porty progroume which would appeél to

the eounon man in both the urban and rurel areas, and

(iil) llegatively, our stress on matters like corporate taxation
and issues relating to business and industxy geve the

inpression thet we were primarily concerned with big busi-
nesgs intergsts .

A Comittee was thereforc anpointed at the April neeting to take o
fresh look at the Perty's Stetenent of Policy adopted at the Firat
Hationol Convention in Patna in Mcreh 1960 to consider whe t changes, if

any, were needed to bring the Statement of Policy adopted ten years a&go,
- L

in tune uith today's situction. Tho Committce coneisted of the follevis

pargons viz., Rojlunmar Ghorpade, l.r.Tribikran Tripnthy, Mr.G. Lotehoie

Mr. Piloo Mody, Mr. H.K. Someni, Mr, Madhu Mohto, Mr. Knlysnsingh Kolvi
‘ ]

Mr, A i Anin, lir. Horbhaj Po

l:— nendbhai Anin, lir, Horbhajan Singh, Col. H.R,Pasriche, Dr,.H.V,Hand
- ) al - 3 ¥
{r. Dobanand Amet and Mrs, Sharayu Daftary, :
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To assigt + o u s
agig -¢ vwork of this Conmitteo the following Questionnaoire har

been drafted j
5 0 elicit you 5 et
your views on certain inmportont igsues of Party
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i try and labour.
policy dealing poerticularly with agricmlture, indusiry

In this connection, we would like to coution you egainst relying

prinerily on the opinions of the moro affluent cnd prosperous menbers
z I

in our Party. It is nccessory if the Party is to appecl o the conmon
man, thct the vicews of the renk apd i
therefore sending you thic Questionnaire in the languege of your Stoto

ile are cscertained. We are

cnd hope you will cooperaic with us in gecuring the views of as pany
of our memberg as possible. Your reply should be with us on or beiore

Avgust 7, 1971.

I, AGRICULTURE : e

1. Ploese let us heve your estimate of the porcentage of formers
in your Stetg/District/Taluk/ who have remprd the benefits of the
green revolution and of other foecilitics cvailable to foTmers
like tractors, fertilisers, Bank Credit anc other agricultural
services.

2, To whet extent have oxisting land reform nmeasurcs (including
coilings on land holdings) been inplemented in your Stote ?
Whot is the existing land ceiling in your Stoto and does it
apply to the fomily es a Unit ?

3. To phat extent hove hard jons end lendless labour been ellotted
lands in the last tno or three years 7

4, What should be the Porty's view on land cecilings as & npeasurc
of economic policy ? If land ceiling is not desireble, what
atcps would you suggest +to be teken to ameliorate the condi-
tion of the landless including harijans ond other beckuard
classes 7

5. Please let us have your comments on existing Stcte procurement
procedures and policies. In view of the extremely linited
resources available, sheuld be stand for conplete free enter-

prise in procurement ?

6« Do you consider that the Stzte is mying recsoncbhle procurencnt
price Yo agriculturists particularly in vien of the fact thot
agriculturel produce so procured is sold at much highoer price {o
the other States and to the consumers ? What, in your

opinfon should be thc Stote's feir xofit morgin ?

7. What is the general condition of agricultural labour in your

and in vhat menner (cash and/or

Should there be a statutory compensation for them ?
If o, wh ¢t would you

area; how much 2xe they peid,
kind).

consider to be a fair apmount per
working season 7

Should agricultural labour enjoy the benefit of a daily
minimn wage ?
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9, Vhet should be the relationship betveen the absentee lendlord end
the sherecropper ?

L~
10. Whet should be ihc share (in P2Eeeny of the share cropper ?

11, What are your specific suzscstions to relieve rural indebtedness

of the fect thot despite laws and regulations

particularly in view
and Coopuretive Creodit insti-

and despite the ov ilability of State
¥ tutions the agriculturists cvin tcdey is compellcd" to seock loans ot

high rct®® of intcrost ?

12, Should the Party continuve its policy of total abolition of land _
revente or should lené revenue be applied to the more affluent

formers on a graducted accle 7

13, Vhzt should be the Party's stand on agricultursl income-tex ? Should
guch o Lox bo levied by the Stotes or the Centre or would you
accept & graduated levy ? Should such toxes be totrlly opposed ?

14. In view of the serious shortrge of cosh crops like cotton, oil sceds
and of other crops lilke pulses and vegetobles would you consider it
. desirable to permit o sm2ll number of joint stock componies to
teke to forming of such crops for o limited period of.sty, 10 to 15
yerrs ? If you opnose the concept of componies enbtering thisfield
whot specific sugiestions heve you to offer both to relicve

shortrges and to bring down prices ?

II COOPERAVIVES

To vhot extent have cooperctives, whether they be credit eropecra-
tives or service cooperctives played a role in imporving agricul-
tursl procuction ‘nd _enerally improving liviag conditions in your
area ? If in your opinion cocperatives heve friled whot nre your
slternate sug estions 7

III PANCEAYATS
Fact role hove p"nc;mv".'-s pl:;,-cd 1n the genera 1 tnl:u lment cof the

people in the villages ? I:E‘ in your via mnch.“yat institutions

have failed what cltcrnctives would you sugzest ?

LIDUSTRY .

1. The Porty hos i 1 i
o Porty hos been accused of sheltering wrivote sector industric-
lists., Should not 4

the Porty thorefore de-cmphcsise ite support to

the privete scotor o
€ privite seotor ond ingtend talk of the indvstrial secctor ?

2 Should we cae
we not bose -ur support to the privote scotnr on e el

performonce 7

——
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cnd programmes o Temove the

.z, What should be the Party's activitics
nds for lcissez-faire 7

erioneous impression thot the Porty.sta

4, Should wo pot firmly stond for the dlozon of "private sector whare=

: y "
ever possible and public sector vhercever neccssary'§

5., Should we not therefore welcome ﬁublic sector participation if this
?

leads to competition and bettexr service to the consumer !

-,
e

6. Should we not confine ovr criticism of the public sector to perfo
monce and nmot per se ? Should we not rocognise publicly the elf{i-
cacy of orgonisetions like Air Indie «nd letely the STC 2 <

7, ©Should not the Party stand for the replacement of fomily managcment1hj_
by professicnal mencgement in the private sector and of bureaucretic

manegencnt by professional management in the public sector ?

8, In the sbsence of competition what should be the Party's attitude
townrds instances of profiteering, malproctices, adulteration,

hoording, bleck merketing, etc. by businessmen ?

9, Whet should be the Party's stand on the social responsibilitices
of business tovards labour, sharcholders, consumers and the

general public 7

10. Should not the Prrty stond for the compulsory promotion of trcining

progromnes for the unenployed by the organised sector of industry?

LABOUR

1, The Syatanyre Porty's policy of labour hes bheen considered to be
egeinst the interest of labour. Do you agrec thot this is so ? If sc
vhét changes in policy would you suggest to yerosva such an impre -
ssion? If hovever you consider the policy 1o be correct, thon uvhat
8%¢ps would you suggest to romove the miscprrehension ameng labour

thot we are egeinst their intercats 2

2. Sheuld the Party chandon its policy of not orgonising politicelly

motiv:ted trade unions ? In other words would ynu agrec to the

setiing up of a trade union front of tie Party on

g the lines
L atiiar ¢t Shie

T2de union federations in the country like, the INTUC,ATITUC

HMS, CITU, UTUC, SMS ctc ? ' ’ ,

3. i o .
Would you accept control of tradesunions by those vho ore not

actunlly workers? f not
¥ xers? If not, -ould you be 7illing to £llom ocutsiders

to act oy odvi i
G visors witho Sy .
:1 rs without Ul"v’in-_f; such afisisery the rizht to ve’n
(] L

and lay down policy ?
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4. Tould you seéy thct & union's recognition should be based on

membership verificotions or by secret bhallot ?
5. Do you belicve in bi-partitc negoticiions directly between

employees or trade unions, or co you belicve in voluntrzy crbitrots

ion end/or adjudicstion throuch the cood offices of the State ?

6., Whot should be the Party's attitude towards profit sharing? Inter
alia mould you consider the payment of bonus as an adequate

method of nrofit shering 7

7. What should be the Perty's attitude towcrds profit making compan-
ies particularly in regord to their social rosﬁonsibilities in
the metier of housing, health, medical and educeticnal

facilities ?

8, Whet should be the Fariy's attitude in motters where management
ig guilty of denying justice to workers ?

#
-

GENEZRAL

Enclosed is o copy each.of. the Statement of Principles adopted in
hugust 1959 and of the Statemont of Policy adopted in Merch 1960.

We vould like ycu and your collesgucs to consider +these point by
point and let ue know, which of these need to be revised and, if so,
‘whet are your suggestions.

You are elso welecone to raise any other issuc concerning Pariy policy
which has not been tackled in this questionnaire,



