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The Minutes of the Meeting of the General Couttoil held in
on December 15 and 16 were oonfirmed,

1led specifically to
ti of the General Council had been ca
diﬂcuwagi:h:s;olggiau and programme of the proposed New Party. 4 number
of members objected on the ground that --

(a) adequate notice had not been given and hence the meeting had not
been properly called, and

Draf gramme had not been received in advance therefore it

i :3: difﬁt.ciﬁ for them to give their views on the lengthy drai’;naf

24 pages given to membeTs only at the commencement of the mee ta-
Members felt thet the draft should have been cirCulg-tt_a-d at :-I.ea.sst

15 days in advance so thet they mould have had sufficient time %o

a‘tudar it.

. Piloo Mody explained to members the problems he had had to face
and t:: tfina it hg ta]lzm to prepare the Draft. Mr., Mody poini_:ed out
that he had been—empowsred by the National Executive to probellnto thf:"-
possibilities of helping the cmergence of a National Alternative leadl_.ng
to a two=party system in the country. Tracing the circumstances r]\.-:a.d:..?.g
to the preparation of the Draft which was now before ‘t!ze General Council,
Mr. Mody said that the had bad talks and discussions with the 1eaders_of
verious parties and it was only after that it had been possible for him
to prepere & Dralt which was put to the leadars of the variaus‘partiea.
Mr. Charan Singh had prepared aDraft running into 45 pages which was
sgains@iscussed by the leaders of various parties at their meeting in
New Delhi on 25th and 26th May. After a thorough discussion, Mr. Piloo
Mody was suthorised by the leaders of the new groups to give a final
shape to this Draft. After working on it, the final Draft was got ready
on 6th June and it was duplicated and ready for distribution only on the
8th and that was why members could not receive the copies earlior.
Members presant were satisfied with Mr. Mody's explanation.

As members vanted some time to go through the contents of the Draft
before them before discussing it, it was felt that the meeting should be
adjourned for an early lunch and that discussion of the draft to begin
in the afternoon session. In the moantime, several members discussed
the pros and cons of the new perty. After lunch, Ir., Piloo Mody, the
President, briefod the members on the developments that had taken place
in the last few months. The President said that the situation was
changing rapidly and the time was opportune to discuss a new initiative.
Thie change had taken place even beforc the UP clections when he had
tried hard to get various Party leaders together to promote a twe~Pariy
system. The talks had been going on for quite a number of months. In

fact, the late Rajaji had been very much in favour of a merger, Mr.Mody
pointed out.

At the last meeting of the National Executive held in Kew Dclhi on
April 6 and 7, 1974, the Preeident had been authorised to conduct
Negotiations on behalf of the Perty. The National Executive had passed
8 Resolution for a National Alternative and he had been authoFised to
explore possibilities of building up a two=party system in India. He was
requested to carry on negotiations mith the help of any two members
available in Delhi. The President felt that times were moving fast and
;he Party had to move with it. The President said he had to spend long
h::rs :g‘bh{ingt:ith other members on why the Swatentra Party was anxious to
. ng sbout a twoeparty system to stem the rot that had crept in. Unless
:no: ;:::ercus parties were regrouped into a nhew one, it would not be
twc:-Parz to a.:':-unt the Ruling Party. He explained to memksrs that the

st mﬁ 8%'2 em diihnot mean that there would be konly two parties.
% sl Lverl:g!‘;m ::etgot-- mey ba even four or five, but it would
nd towards the mushroon growth of political partics.
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apal + were merely confusing the
were making no headway, bu
'I’%’":: claciarp:.::fuxeing called President and General sacrﬂtufl:m; g‘;t
encugh -- we could not shirk our rasponsi‘bilitias:ﬁi 'I‘hg tall:s, m;.nyoas
4 good results. It was the intention to get as
gglgrﬁgnytglgzmg:ogethar and the choice before us is limited to all

non=Congress and non-Marxist parties.

why it was decided to dissolve first and not merge, 'fhe
Pmdmﬂﬁ?ﬁing that in a merger the old Party lables would c:?tln;e.
The best thing therefore was to shed our own labels and to start rgsf
and that was how it was decided to dissolve all old Pa:_-t:].ea first a.nt tom
& new party. This Draft which had been qrepared was being given first to
the members of the Council for their consideration. The President had
consulted all leading members of the Swatantra Party in Delhi and hed also
sought the guidance of both lir, Masani and Mr. Dandeker., He had written
to verious other political parties. Meanwhile, the leaders of the various
parties had met. MNr. Masani had advised the President to prepare a
Programme first and put it up for discussion to the members. Hel::.ce_u the
Draft had been prepared so that it could be discussed before deciding
on the dissolution of the Party. Mr. Mody wont on to point out that the
Draft had taken into eccount e8ll the points in the Party's programnme
and had not deviated from our ideology. It was now left to the members to
discuss and decide upon it,

In the discussion that followed, the following members participated @

Mr. C.R.Narasinhan, Mr. Lok Nath Mishra, Mr. N.EK. Ganapaiah, Mr. Mohanlal
Batav, Mr. Harilumar Pathak, Mr. liange Rem, Mr.—Brindavan Dwivedy,

Mr, G. K.Sunderam, Mr,Devanathan, Mr. D,N. Patodia, Mr, Hargovind Thakkar
and Mr. G. Latchanna.

0f these spuakara, Mr.C.R, Nﬂrsimhﬂn’ Mr. Mohanlal J&tav, Mr. G.E.
Sunderam, Mr.Devenathan and Mr. Hargovind Thakkar were not in favour of
the dissclution of the Party. They felt that they had a2ll worked as
soldiere and the State“Units of the Party would be in great difficulty.

The two-Party system was a good objective but they did not feel that it
would succeed, The new party was thorefore not welcomed by them. On the
othor hande they supported’ the idea of a fedcration or electoral alliances.
The new party plan, according to these members, was premature and the wide
publicity given to it had damaged the Party's reputation. They felt that

we would be in wrong company as as we would be joining hands with the

wrong people. The Svmatantra Party to them was a sacred Party and they werec
wondering as to what would happen if the new Party was to fail efter some
time and there was no Swatantra Party.

Mr, Sunderam felt that a change for the gocd could be seen in some

recent policies of the Prime Minister. He said that it was only upto 1967
that the Party had really spread its ideals, and after that, nothing had
been done. In Tamil Nadu, various Preas Statements had dcge the Party
serious demage, He also conveyed to members that at the meating of the
Tamil Nadu State Council, not one of them was in favour of a merger or
the dissolution of the Party 21though 99 % of them were ready for a
I‘edarﬂ-tion_or alliance. He suggerted that as a first step, the various
parties which sought to merge shou’d =211 work together for some time with
:h::niﬁum programme and see how they could function. He made it very cleaer
e | e Tamil Nadu Unit u{:minma‘_;r vas against disselution and warned
i‘unctig caaetuf a dissolution, the Temil Nadu Unit woulad continue to
e tll; a8 the Swatantra Party. He recommended a federal Party systen

T8 the various Partiees would be able to retain their flag, name, symbol

ote but with & minirm progr
gramme. Mr, C.R. Narasimh .
from Temil Nadu supported Mr, Smﬁarm’n. ST SR

e :-l:; Pllt&rgovind Thakkar from Gujerat felt that if the {dea of the
: & save the country iron Cictatorship and communi 8n, this new

Perty was not the soluti ni
on. Thie, he folt was a
vill die a natural deatKTf it ;, not matured przgzilifematura e

‘::&-"lr
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Among those who supported the idea of the new a.lturnutiE:; were Mr. Lok
Hath Hiﬂhrn, ¥r. N.K. Gmpﬁiﬂh’ Mr. H&K-Pﬂ-th&kl - mﬂ 'Th falt_
Mr. Brindavan Dwivedy, Mr, D.N. Patodia and Mr. G. Latchann;- > ey Ak
that those smaller groups coming together could form a big Far :'ar in .
Mr.Ganapaiah was of the opinion that the country was greater an m;;':
important than the Party. In fact, the Swatantra Party would be ¢ rg:l.:.g
{tself. If the socialists werc prepared to discard socialism, accept mos
of our principles, why should we not enlarge ocurselves ?

They also felt that there was no harm ir dissolving, because our
principles were being reteined,

Roferring to the suggestion for a federal party, Mr. Patila felt that
there would always be a clash about allocation of seats ctc. in a federal
party. When we do not agroc on one thing, we keep on flouting docisions
and hence there is no discipline. He did not however sece the possibility
of any other national party coming together et the moment. i

Since 1971, it was the policy of the Buling Congress to cnsure that
the regional parties grew but national parties were destroyed. He felt that
by a new Party we will enlarge ourselves and not shrink and by remaining
out of the National Alternative, we would shrink further. ,

Mr, Latchanna felt that the main object was to keep democracy in tact.
He was of the view that Rajaji had started this movement to protect demo-
cracy. 411 those years, we have been labelled as a party of the rich man,
and could never shed that label; neither are we making much headway, He
assured members that the Andhra Unit has whole=heartedly approved the idea
of the dissolution of the Party to form & new Party.

The meeting then adjourmed for the next day.

The meeting of the General Council resumed jts deliberations the
following day, viz., June 10, 1974.
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Col. H.R. Pasricha initiated the discussion. He wondered how all the
parties could maintain their policics and yet evolve a new policy.

Mr. Girish Munshi, Mr. H.M.Patcl, Mr. J. Ramabhadran, and Mr.Sumantilal
P, Shah, Mr, M.R. Arya were not in favour of the dissolution vhereas Mr.H.
K. Srivastava, Dr. Santosham and Mr, N.K,Ganapaizh, Mr. Sukhchain Prect
Singh and Mr. Madhu Mch#s were in favour of the dissolution,

Mr. Girish Munshi was of the opinion that Press Statements hed done a
lot of damage. He 2lso felt that the Draft was given at the last moment
and protested that evorything wed being done in too much of a hurry.
However, after listening to the President the position had become cloer
thaet it was not so. He felt that the entire complexion of the Party had
changed. It started primarily as & farmer's party but the farmer was not
to be found in the Party, They had 211 left us and we had shifted fron
farmers fo princas. The vhole complexion had changed. We verc now
sacrificing our principles to form a new Party. He felt that we must
stick to five things before we finelly form a now Party viz., thet

1) there must be an uncompronising ideology, (2) no givin up of our
principles, (3) we must heve a dedicated cadre of workers, %4) thero must
be a general objective, i,c. we must spresd our ideology, and (5) the
tactics end strategy should be vory cdrefully planned and executed.

Mr, Sumantilal P, Shah feolt that the mergoer proposal came because of
our fajlure and pooxr performance at the polls. Under federalisn tho unity
;irtﬁﬂdcountry is belng lost. Tho attitude of the new leaders of the new
7hy 0c¢s not fit into our ideology. He also felt that the alliance would

ver work and the amaller groups 4o not fit into our fold. He was of tho

definite opinion that the two=- y
13, arty system ma ki
was not likely to suscced in Iﬁéi;f i (Reaniii b ik



o ——

t that thismove Was brought forward with the best of
lntag:ioi:?%;hh:mrﬁiy had shrunk in number. More than that, the
{nterest of the workers in the Party had also shrunk. Our image ﬁi?te
fading out and the Party's electoral chances had shrunk to zero. T
some time, we would be wiped out conpletely, he predicted. When we :
started it was a different situation - today, it was something else. No
Party can survive without finance = We will die of starvation.

When & new Party is started, all sorts of people join in - we cannot
be choosy how when we have allewed all sorts of people to expand our
frontiers. He felt that we could join the Front but we must maintain
our identity. We must be most cautiocus when we go ahead with the
dissolution of the Party. It will definitely make us more stronger and
we will have a better bargaining cepscity.

Mr, H.M. Petel felt that in the new elternative, there were diff-
erent parties holding diffdrent views and it was sought to bring then
together., It was with this ides that the National Executive had dis-
cussed this and asked the President to go%ead and the result is this
document, The documont was good in perts but it had some defects when
it pays that for instance, that there should be a weak centre. The nen
Party will cut vory little ice - the Svatantra Party had lost its
image, othors were regional parties. He had his onn doubts vhethexr
the ocoming together of these parties, would take us far. Will a new
Party work as & homogeneous Party ? Wo will have to consider the mental
make up of the people who were coming together. He was of the "opinion
that they will not be pmaking much headway.

Mr, J, Ranabbadran was of the opinion that if the Party was to be
dipsolved, it should be done right away and there wes no sense going to
the National Convention, He conveysd to the members that the Tamil
Nadu Unit had 8 very clearm:mind that the Party should not ba dissolved
as the Swatantra Party was the only Party which could deliver the goods
to the country. Mr, Arya felt that the new leadership would definitely
barm the new Party and was not at all in favour of the dissolution, He
felt that some of the new leaders were only a regional or sectarian
leaders who would offend certain groups. The people will be against
such 8 party end the Svetantrs Party will be completely wiped out,

Mr, N.K. Ganapaiah welcomed the idea of the new P

. arty. 4t presecnt
ha was of the opinion that the Swatantra Perty was between tho gsvil i
and the deop sca. We must therefore get into a new Party and enlarge

our sphere, I
d.“r:ftpp:-::-r 0“:‘ policy and principles have been recpoated in the new

Mr, Madhu Mehta said that many people in the count have 1
wondering whether the present democratie system, where gere is :Earte&
national alternative to the ruling party,can survive. He said that
;e should welcome the attempts made by Mr. Piloo Mody and Mr. Cha.;e.n
H.‘;:gh and others to work for the creation of a nationel ~elternative.
nlte:::;ih. ::wonad his doubt whether a two-party system was the only
ki Hv: nl:h:hzia:en:nsitzafio? in India to preserve the democrﬁ.tvic

. completely fresh and new remedy was called fo
;:osnva :id:l;: fron anarchy and chaos by mobilising pgple through S
of ;sx't'nt:'-mt}:m we b t;114:111--1;q:|15.tica\]. fronts, Ee said that ho was not in favour
i :n ;edsuggeuted by the Temil Nadu Unit of the Party
- g ku ra ederal payty. He said this is & very illogical tta ¢
S aiat th:ruﬁlﬂom given by the Tamil Nedu Unit and Mr, M, R. Masani
kr. Chazen Singh and ki, B4u Povaess vore i hs, 2ot pxperience of

. w . i
S8F colleagues, should guide us against 11;5 Mr, tht?gﬁﬁiit?gigza



... not understand hov a

* plunge and join the new party or carry on as we are.

- -

nsions of Mr, Maseni and Tamil Nedu Unit, he could
federal party would solve this problem. He said
{t was like & young man agreeing to get engaged to 2 young lady, but
without any intention of merrying her. Mr, Mehta, therefore, suggested
that either we should, in the larger interest of democracy, take the

Mr, Mehta also
pointed out that so far as Swatantra Party's present condition was
concerned, it will require superhurman efforts to build the Party - 1in
afresh. He pointed out that lack of energy levels, scarce financial
position of the Party and the image of the Party had gone down consider-
ably after the 1971 elections. Mr. Mehta made a suggestion that
perhaps it would bo-a good idea to start a Swatantra Forum which can
carry out an educative canpaign for a few years without plunging
straightaway into elective politics. Those who wish to join the new
party can do so and those who wish to keep the Swatantra Party view
alive cen do so through the Swatantra Forum.

he shared the apprehe

Mr. Sulmhain Preet Singh was in favowr of the dissolution of the Party.

Mr. H.K. Srivastava also felt thet we were only expanding ourselves. He felt
that we all nad our limitations in the State and were not able to make much
;ﬂ‘ﬂm‘eﬂn ard that a Convention should be called to discuss this new alternat-
'

Mr. Iaxman Singh of Dungarpur was of the opinmion that besides the BKD and the
Utkal Corgress, there is hardly any other party of any significance., We are
the only national party and he felt that the Congo and the Jan Sangh camnoi go
it alone by themselves. A day will came when these two parties will also have
to came to owr fold. They cannot stay out for too longs The Swatantra Party b
ideology has to be kept alive, far which we must keep democracy alive.

Resolutions :

Mr, H.M, Patel moved a Resclution wilcoming the new party am calling for a
National Convention of the Party at an early date and this was seconded by

Mr. Iaxman Singh of Dungarpur. The Resolution was unanimously approved in the
form attached.

The second resolution on Bihar was Fropogsed b

y Mr. H.M. Patel and, seconded by
Mr. Tribikram Tripathy. The Resolution was adopted unammously in the form
attached.
The Resolution on the arrest of Mr. Ramerder Kalia of Haryana was moved by

Mr. Sukhchain Preet Singh ard seconded by Mr. Ma R
adopted in the fomm attached. < nge Ram, The resoclution was

The meeting then terminated with a vote of thanike to the Chair.-

L )
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RBSOLUTIONS PASSED AT THE GENERAL COUNCIL MEETING OF THE SWATANT.
PARTY HEID AT VITHALBHAT PATEL HOUSE, NEW DEIHI, ON JUNE 9/10, 1974
LA e A

nd discussed the
The General Council of the Swatantra Party met in Delhi a

proposal of getting togather with various parties with a view to creating a
National Alternative. It also discussed the draft programce rrepared by the

leaders of the nmew group.

* Me members of the Senesal Council gererally agreed that the present political

situation in the country demands that an all out effort should be made for the
formation of a Natiomal Altermative with a well defined and clearcut alterna-.
tive capable of fulfilling the urges and aspirations of the peoples

In this context, while it welcomes the attempts made by various parties to

come together with & view to ultimately mrovide a Nabioral Alternative it feels
that in so far as the Swatantra Party is concerned the final decision can only
be taken at a Mational Convention. This could give a fair opportunity to as
many members as possible to study the mroposed programme and carefully examine
all the pros and cons of the proposal. The General Council therefore has
decided that a mopy of the draft programme should be ecirculated to all the
members of all the State Councils.

The General Council also authorises the President to fix the date and vemue
of the Hational Convention at the earliest, after giving due notice.

—

The General Council of the Swetantra Party congratulgtes Shri Jayprakash
Narayan on the courageous non-viclent struggle he has launched with the
enthusiastic support of the people and particulaely Student commmity of
Bihar.

The Swatantra Party is particularly gratified at the failure of efforts to
provoke the silent nonwviolent participents into violence, and is for that
reason confident of the successful culmination of this histaric struggle
against injustice. It should serve as a clear warning to the ruling Gongress
that the people are no longer prepared to remain silemt with a govermment
which is unable to give them a clean and horest administretion.

-

- ——
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The General Council of Swatantra Party invites the attention of the Haryana
Govermment to the arrest of Mr. Remander Xalia son of Smt. Kemla Kalia,
Joint Secretary, Swetamtra Party, Haryama, without assigning any reasons
from Delhi on 4th June 1974 and to make nacessary imquiries without delay.

There should be no room for doubts to ari iti
i se that same political vendetta



