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PRIVATE {: CONFIDERTIAL

Exctraot fram Dr. Cooper's letter of March 28, 1972

e to ¥, H.M. Patel

it It is very obvious that the programe of our Party has not '
attracted the people of India in spite of our strenuous efforts e,.vtel;ldiflg

over a period of more than ten years. The fact that the programue ol OUr

Party has been rejected rightly or wrongly, has become more ot_zw.orus since

the mid-term poll of 1971, anéd later, during the recent elections to the

State legislatures.

I feel that there are three altermatives open to us :
(1) continuance of Swatantra Party, as it is;
(11) to merge the Party with other lile-minded party or parties; and

(411) gissolve the Swetentra Party and leave our members to decide ior
themselves what they are goind to do in future. Same of us might
prefer to remain out of any political party and yet to try to
form public opinion, as best as they can, end also do public
service. OSame others might vamt to join other li‘e-minded parties.
A few might deeide to join the ruling-party itcelf, in cn effoxt
to reform it from inside.

In my personal opinion, the third scems to be the best alternative
open to us. Since our programne has not attracted the masses, it iu 10 use
trying to further spend away the limited human and material resources in an
effort 10 continue as long as we can. These are badly needed by the country.
The second alternative also does not seem to be open to us today in view of
the unwillingness of the democratic parties in opposition to form an United
Tront or a new party with new name, symbol and flag. Turther merit of my
suggestion ia olso to reduce the mumber of political parties vhich is so
badly needed.

I am aware of the fact that a single-party rule is a dangerous 3) ook
ai‘tim} e_md could very easily lead to dicmtorgp. Ho\-.rever,u'zt]ﬁe nar't;g:pin
opposition are go badly splintered and the resources, both in "-;erﬂ:: of money
and mass-comnmicction media, are so tightly controlled by the ruling-party
that perhaps it is not much use fighting from the 6pposition benches, unless
we are prepured o resort to direct action as suggested by Rajaji.

K2 I‘woulrl 1like you to distribute this letter in advance to the members of
e tIa.t:.':n_:xall Executive and the General Council. It is only intended io
provoke further thought on the various issues I have raised. It is quite

probable that some = L 5 -
ENavs Cletol roie v Y S5l our menbers wl Bghold & viow oonireryt N
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24 Rajaji's Rejoinder of March 30, 1972

it Thank you for the copy of your letter to Siri H.M. Patel which

you sent me and which has just reached me. My views are contained in

the galley proofe of my front page article and 'Dear Reader' paragrajiis
to be printed in Swarajya of April 8.*

I send the galleys to you in advance so that you c2n see how my mind runs.

I suggest that jou thoroughly discuss all matters in your meetings
of the General Council and National Executive on April 8 and 9 in Bambay,
but put off final decision for the next meeting thereafter so that nothing
may be done in haste, "

* Bee Ammexures 'A' & B!

ke
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Jr. Manu Amersey's Rejoinder of April 1, 1972 4

T

" Meny thanls for the copy of your letter to Shri H.l. Patel.” I have
faced so many defeats that I now refuse to be defeated by defeats. I also
very firmly believe that there cannot be amy compramise with fundamensals.
Keep fundamentals intact end you can chop end change strategy. But I sec
fram your letter that your faith in ouwr fundementals has been shalen. You
are only keepin; success as the yardstick. I feel most of us were aware

that we were fecing a diffieult and urhill task in pursuit of Swatantra
Ideology. Our ideology, I believe, is the truth. Much more so in today's
context than ever before. Thus your second and third alternatives I mentally
reject. There is hardly any party left whiich can be called 'like-minged'.

Organisation Congress is a party which blindly follows the Congress
Party's thinking, Jan Sangh has radically charged its economic thinldng
and its leader Shri Bajpai can be terned a 'Hindu Indira'. Many have tried
'working from within' the Congress as you suggest some of us should do now.
The only oncs who have successfully dore so are the Commmists., The rest
have fallen a prey to self-secking., They dare not do anything but raise
their fingers. I am sure neither you or me can be adept at finger raising.

The only answer thus is as Rajaji says ia Direot Action. This means
a change of glanee on owr part and preparedness, to suffer for vhat we
believe in, including going to jail. Our cause, I believe, is noble enough
for us to enjoy a jail if necessery. The fight has to be fought by the
camitted young. Whomsoever has mental walls against our new policies may
i‘emain in ‘Ene baclground, But I am swre even those will be drawn ultimately
Ozrtﬁ.:uit ;;ei‘?;h:'w sheer logic of it. If we fail we ghall fight again.
B Yt e Soit ﬁgeiﬁ change if our means are within the walls of purity,

I hope I do not sound too sanctimoni
; micus. If I do kindly excuse me,
jcﬂ) {Ou have sent copies of your letter to a few friends, I am also sending
Pies of my reply to the same friends. I trust this is in order. "
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FRIVATS & CONTUENTIAL
| o 6, 1972
5, 1ir. ledhu Mehia's Rejoinder of Aprid 6,
t I have zcoeived a copy of your lobtcr addressed 1O . H.lL, FPatel,

our Preosident.

-~ fia ] L.

1 do not think that it is correct to say the projramic o ow 2oty
hes not atiract.d the people of India ingpitc of our ghrenuous €12 af"ts
extended over a period of more than ton ycars. I an sure ycu'areﬂ.f:.:u:f of
the fact that Trom the 1ot of August 1959 till the elections in 1;-::(:* the
Svatantra Party's stride in the legislatures and in Porlisment was me teoric.
We succeeded in displecing the Communists in Porliament and becomie Kie
gingle largest opposition in Parliament to the then undiviﬁr-fd 010115’:*&53.

e gradually becane a major opposition party in Gujarat, Bajasthan, Biber,
Andhra end Orissa in the State Iegislature. After 1967 clcotlons duc o a
number of icotors such as lack of proper follér-up action, failwre %o _
develop grasa-root m‘&anisatian, lzck of proper murcing of the congtibuencics,
indiscipline, qucrrels among the Pariy members at the siate level, the -
Party suffored the final disaster in the last Iid-ierm electionc for Lok
Sabha and also the recent elections to the various § cue Legislanurces.
liost of the recsons for our failuve heve been very aptly described in the
Mid-Term Roport yirich wes published by us in 1969 and which was adodied

by the Gencral Comell of the Swatentra Party on November 15 of the same
year. I am enclosing a copy of the Ifid-Term Report herewith,

You have put three alternatives before the Partyr. I am gOXTy Ido
not agree with any one of these alternatives you have susgested. It is
obvious that we caunot continue the Swatentra Party esit has been Tunctioning.

You toll: about merging the Party with other like-minded paidy or
parties. After the last Idsterm elections to the Lok Szbaha I wondex
vihether there is any Torty left in the country vhich can be described as a
like-minded party. BEven the Jan S.ngh after its Ghaziabad Sespion hap
adopted a Bocialist posture, and for which it had 1o ey very dearly in the
last elections. Congress (05 with ite 22-point Programme and the Socialist
Farty vith its cxtreme leftist rodicalism, surcly cennot be deseribed as
likke-minded poities. Whatewver may be the state of our orcanisction we are
the only party left in the cowntry with a set of principles and »olicies
which alone remresent the true and genuine voice of dissent in 4ie COUNTY.

I think that to dissolve the Swatantra Pariy and to leave nembe.s to
decide for themselves what they are going to do in the future will be the
Ereatest dis-service not only to owr Party ang whet it stends for, but it
would be a distinet dis-service to the cause 0f democracy for E‘ﬁlic‘:h e are
all :Ln politics. Of course some of us would prefer to remain out of any
gﬁ_l:i::.cai.&' p;;:'i;y cufd try and cducate public opinion and render public s-.:rvice,

¢ Sure he NP L Pl s g 2
S ey iﬁ?“:&ﬁ;ﬁi{t&biﬁ{i .do § not cane in the vay of rendoring

R _}:1. ?czf.c (o] yor last point viz., that some of ug nay decide to
‘he Ruling Porty itself in an effort to refom it fram ingicda.

I vioula - e = . _.-f-_'__&m
& 1o 3 ¢t0 serlously consider the following armuments: 2

1
14

_ Congress membe-s heve no ideology
ovn intorost e
tecame g

i 3
5 ey are there %o gerve theiy
<id %0 shave porer and gt " :
NG E e ronag reend otd
: naged organdsation. B mage. The entire orsend otion has
prioe in mmx‘tcu:'l 5 -.i, R - &VEery member has been paild his or her
PONGYE £3 6o iy viich explicit obedience is cxpocted from them. The
"¢ scen dn a campletely total lack of interest dizplayved by the
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c mbers in Parliamentary proceedinzs aver_aince 1_'.110 P ﬂﬁiﬁzea
o h 1%, Lven the Cabinet has no hand in framing the ¥ ? :
i mml':iam.' c.warment. Mrs. Gemdhi has become a Sup emo who conducis
o‘i Erugéag.rs of ;ef* empire with the help and advice of the me:_:berf_gi };:r

f:izchen cabinet, The most intcresting aspect of the wnole ;Sﬁ;;g e
that the Congress has even succeeded in_corrup‘l:ing and Mﬂmt e

OPT membore after their last alliance with the Congress.

example is thet of Mr. Rajni Patel in Bombay.

Another interesting example vhich I would lile ©o point out to ycuczsf m:‘.;l:ce
reaction of some of the Congress and CPI members vhen the ‘Ha:t_lihoo oy
Report on direct taxes was published. They prunpt'.!.y dubbet} :L i?:s 8 e
Swatantra report. I think it will be an exercise in ftrhil'z_.'t} -3-1: p
nourish the illusion thit by our joining the Congress we will be ?.!:J-Te*uiqr
change the heart and soul of the (ongress Party which has been extliicy

< long time.

I think that the disastrous defeat suflcred by the Swatantra Party ghould
prampt all of us to do some honest Soul-searching %0 enable us o c?me '.to ;
the right conclusion as to why, inspite of our very sound set of principles
and policics, we have not been able to attract the people tovards us,

I have came to ihc following conclusions after having toured extensively
various places end having met a large number of rank and file and other
people in various states.

-

(1) TProm 1959 to 1957, the main rcason fur our success in verious Sioies
and in Porliament was that our top leadership after having prescnted to
the people a first—class altcrnative mrogramme to the Ruling Porty attracted
the imagination of some really respected and popular people from vorious
States who joined the Porty. We had people like Shri Bhailalbhai Datel,
Raja of Ramgorh, Rajmata Gayatri Devi, Mr. Jinsraja Hegde and 2ir. V.-
Menon from lfysore, Ir. R.N. Singh Deo of Orissa, and a mmber of other
prominemt personalities from Bambay. These people because of taeir
popularity and respect they enjoyed Personally mamaged to atiract many
more poople in the Party and succeeded in wimning a mumber of seats in
various State Legislaturcs and the Lol Sabha., This process continued by
and large 41ill 1967. After that, barring a few honourable excoitions, not
all of them could consolidate thesc gains by building up a gracs-root
organisation. Thus the deecay in orgenisation started.

(2) The onc most common conplaint that I hed fram the rank and File and
irom outside about our Porty's functioning vas thet our Borty becomes
active only =t the timc of elections and th t no attention sme jaid to
either cantact the rank and file or to give them any programic of action
and no sense of dircotion vas coming from anywhere eithe fram the Cenire
or fram the Sictes. While I am awarc of the fact that many attempts have
been made fram the Central lendership in the past to give orgonisatiomnl
and other guidance to the State Party with organisational maticrs aud
?ﬂ}er progrouies, I think merely issuing papor directives vdthout any
follow—up of aetion undertalen by frequent personal tours and contacis is
one of the reosons why these directives aid not cvoke the desired responsc.
}‘ remember roceiving a very interesting eircular fram you vhien won yore
wie Gencral Scorotary about the manner in which finaneial rcsou;-cas in the
Perty could be raised ot tho Siate and other Primary levels. And et no
E‘w?em *ns made in this gircction anywherce. The moral of the a't-or;,- ;Ls
10 ste o viad
5 thzui.:&if_:z ;E:?::“:sjfgrn;gc;ﬁu;;i;}; and rersigtent follow-un of action
howovor sengidle ond emi T g u.actlon of having isswed divoctives
% = ; 9hd cminont they may be. Complote lack of trainine: &
rank and file about our Party!s i ol o our
= 8 Principles and policiocs and Programio ot the
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State and Cenire has 2lso contributed fo dcmoralisation amongst the roni and

fila.

I belicve that only by & complete understandi
.nd Policics by cvery onc of us, we can succeed in building

loyaltics to the causc of Svatzntra.

ng of Swatantre's Principlaes
up cmoGional

(3) The rceson vhy v have failcd to carry conviction with the ;vegr_:a_lu that
we are not a party. of and for the rich ig because no sericus though has
ever boen given to moject owr principles end policies in a manncy 1'.'1110!_1 will
dispel thc Coubts in the minde of the peoplc about our Forty. Ii.gs action,
mass demonstrotion and agitotions always have been frovmed upon as taboo.

In the Lok gabhe particularly, our members always conceni:atcd more on
cconomie issucs ond were alweys hesitant to expose corrupiion in high nlaces
vhen it concerned industrialists for fear of being misunderctood by them.
With the virtusl monopoly of the Press and other means of commmnication
cnjoyed by the Duling P rty it was not possible to sproad our mesoaro to the
maxdimm number of people by depending only on passing yery carefully warded
resolutiong in closed door mectings. ¢

There has hardly been any contact leave alone between Central lccdorship and
the rank and file but in cericin SiGites also there has hordly becn any

cantact betweon thoe State lceadership and the rank and file. In-ecrtein Statces,
I was shocked to0 discover that there has hardly been cny contuet betwcen the
Stote leadcrship and their clected IMIds.

These are soac of the serious draw—backs vhich have coniribuied to our dowm-
fall, %e will have to rebuild the Perty fran seretch. Yo muwt liarm to
change our image without saerifieing the basic principles of our ¥ouby. It

is not posgible %o do that if we continuve in the sane faghion, viz., getting
active only at the timc of clectiors. We will have to educate public opinion
on Swatentre volucs and Svatantre way of life. Mrs. Gendhi is helping us o
g{nat deal, Hor brand of sceialism has only succeeded in creating i monster
o1 permit—quotc-liceice raj vhich has unleashed corruption on an unx'ceedented
scales In fact, the Swotontra Porty will now have to fight the mogt pervert
form of matericlism which has been let loose by the most pervorse Joind of
aoc::.::.liam of Ira. Condhi. It may teke time for the people to roclise how
Serious the problem is becoming before they become restless and start hating
the system, but we must start acting from now onwords so thet at a suituble
OPportunity e should be able to giin popular supnort from the people vho

will have beon completely disillusioned by Mrs. Gandhi's socialiem,

nugt fpcitui not lose heart, Ours may be a struggle for e life time, but we
ig ccawsc the Swatentra cause is the only e that i i
for in the country today. ¥ v cause thot is worth fighting



