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India is currently suffering from universal na wsea with the politicians.

Gone is the euphoria that had marked the end of the Emergency and the establism ment

of the Jamaba Govermment in April 1977.

Ti-ll July 1979,  the Indian political scene was fairly static and stagnant.
' A ' i ithin the Ja nata Government and
People had got4used to the constant wranglings within the Ja

Party and ‘the progressive deterioration in the maintenance of law and o rder. It

\-‘u

was felt that, in this long suffering country, despite the rare combination of
a rrogence a nd inepititude that Mr. Morarji Desai's Government had displayed,
théy would somehow go on bumbling qﬁng till the general elections to Parlia.ment@g,w

maonc; in Ha ch 1982 a nd that they would then be thrown out unceremoniocusly

by a disgusted electorates

The unfortunate choice between an effete a nd disintegrating Janata Party

V
the one hand and Mrs. Indira Gﬁ"."xﬂhi backed by her son on the Oﬁ;:{ causad

concern that many people began to look around for the emergence of a "Third Farce™

which could channelise the grouwing discontent and disillusionment away from

Mrs. Gandhi.

A notable effort in that direction was made by the Chief Minister of

Karnataka State, lr. Devré::;' Urs/ (recently elected President of the partially

re-united Congress Partﬁ’f} who broke szﬂ Mrs. Gandhi a nd her Congress (I) .t

the end of Juwa/ on the ground that she was not prepared to keep her sor;

o Sa!nja y Gandhi a t a distance from the levers of power a nd projected the
idea of a re-united CGngresslParty in which all old Congressmen could be got

togetherf,f excluding only Mrs. Gandhi at one end and Prime winister morarji Desai

on the other. When I happened to meet Mmr. Urs during a courtesy call in

B .
amga lore on the Tth of July}ha indicated tS=me-that he would need a oad 15 whish



At that time

to consolidate his forces @

there was no reason to feel that he would not get that much breathing space.

A Landslide

But in this particular case, while mr. urs proposed, mMr.Raj Narain disposed.

ihis man, who till then had been regarded as a light weigh;m@**immd—w ribed— Zondon

W3started only a few days later what turned out to be a

veritable landslide in lndan politicse Mmr. Raj Narain, accompanied by a few nPs/}

ef=thie Janata—Pa=ty; resigned from the Party and asked the Speaker of thke Lok Sabha

(House of the People) to &7llot them a separate bloc of seats. This was followed
L

by a further trickle of defections—ef—demstAcit®s which became a tide until the

Janata majority eroded and finally disappeared altogether. mr. Charan Singh, one

of the two Deputy Prime Ministers, finally brought up the rear by resigning from the
government and the Party.

A little later, when it was quite clear that the Janata Government had lost

its majority in Parliament, Prime Minister Morarji Desai reluctantly tendered his

resignation to the President.

Presidenj;Sanjeeva Reddy did the right thing by inviting the then lLeader
of the Opposition, mr. Y.B. Chavan, to ascertain whether he could form a stable
government with a majority in the Lok Sabha . When Mr. Chavan pleaded his
inaﬂ:ﬁility and returned the mandate to the President, the President invited both
the Janata leaderf fr. morarji Desai and mr. Charan Singh, w;xﬁby then had assumed

the leadership of the Janata (Seculm')‘{o aze)rtain their support in the Lok Sabha

a:nd communicate the result to him. On the strength of the two lists that he

received, the President was satisfied that mr. Charan Singh had the support of a

larger number of members of Parliament then mMr. morarji Desai.

the President accompanied hig invitation to mr. Chara n Singh to form a
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gove ith the stipulation that he should call an early Session of the Lok Sabha

to his majority, and this %asion was fixed for the 20th of August.

On the morning of WOth mggt, however, Mr. Charan Singh found that
L ®
the Bongresa(l)juhich had ensbled him to prove the wide mw his support to
aX_
the President, Pad—now—wtdgen thet—=upseri—and wa 8 not@mpared to vote for 'ahv-'_
motion of confidence in his government. He thereupon immediately tendered his
resignatiork‘qe President even before the House could meet and advised the President

Moo

This sftuation left the President with two altenative courses of a:::i’%%ﬂlell

to dissolve Parliament and call for fresh electidns.

within his discretion. The first was to accept the advice of the mtiring-Prj.me
Minister and to dissolve Parliament. The other a lternative was to respond to the
request made by Mr. Jagjivan Ram, the new leader of the Janata Party, that he
should be invited to form a government.

On 22nd August, the President announced the dissolution of Parliament and

called for elections not later than the end of the year,~this provietomr being
u_,_,--*-""-

- _Qlécﬁ;a.uled—-eas(%‘m.smeduled--

Singh and his cabbinet to continue as a caretaker government till the eéztiona and

to desist from taking any measures which would be inconsistent with the nature of

such a government,

There are two consequences, proba bly unintended, of this early dissolu—

1 i i i
on of Parlia ment. The first is to m brocess of disillusionment

not only with the Janata Government)(ut with the processes of parliamentary democracy

which was proceeding apace and deprive the backla sh towards authoritarianism of the

strength it might otherwise have developed by 1982. Whilé a democrat might

rejoi i =
J #e at this, it has alaso to be congéded that early geneml elections have

made it im ible t i i
possible to in time for these elections a new Liberal
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-o‘!&iddle-of—-the-roa d party which might coneivably have come into existence during

the next two years.

A Bl Picture

Tne entire political scene in India today is a dreary and disheartening one.
Never ha s the disgust with politicians and parties been as widespread as it is now.
A poll of public opinion taken towards the end of August 1979 by the Indian Institute
of Public Opinion (the Gallup affiliate in India ) showed that no leas than? %
of those polled believe that "present day politicians by and Yarge are guided by the
exigencies of their own political ca reers". 59 % expressed the view that this deter—

joration in political standards had been accentuated over the last two years of b-- o

Janata Party rule.

'he sad thing is that it can reasonably be argued tnat there is nothing whatso-—

sover 1o choose between the three parties contending for powr. They have all been
2 d

guilty of encoura ging defecticns/of "toprling governmen%and of combining with

the opponents of yesterday against their comrades without the slightest scmple‘l:

It is perhaps inevitable that/in a country lacking the traditions of indivi-
dual liberty and grassroots citizenship on which a free society can be based,

there should be too much politics and too little citizenshkp.This natural handicap has,

however, been greatly aggravated by the socio-e C;:zﬁ;c/pattern with which India's first

Prime minister, Jawaharlal Nehru, eh}_mm he descrlbed as "the

socialisi patkern of socieiy." In ‘.pactice, EEhis has meant a™n advanced an?

obsolete form of State Capitalism wk with a big and burgeoning bureaucracy and 1

controls that invade every walk of life.

The combination of political economic power in the hands of a few

high. :
g This has not only in corruption but also in a n utter lack of

scruple in the fight for political office. To the discerning observer ib=sre—cieme
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it is clear that India cannot have, clean and efficient on unless 1ﬁ4§ﬁﬁ‘,

also a limited government and that Gandhi was right when he reiterated that"that
government is best which governs the least."
What India needs on the socio-economic front is a "U turn". Quite apart from

economic benefits of such a step, there can be no doubt that it would mean relieving

the tender plant of Indian democracy of the excessive burdens it has been unable to

bear without wilting.
Such & "U turn™ has already been executed by PresidentJ.R.Jayawardene in
Sri La.."-lka with success, but it would be too much to expect any of India's existing

political perties to undertake it. In so far as economic poligies are concerned,

ded to the state capitalistpattern and are all mritpof the "New
they are a lil. ww__ i€ __.'ia apita _rn .-J————M

claﬂslmﬂ Djilas' phra-;ae,/i:'hich thrives on it.

The Outloock
Whichever way one looks at it, the outlook for the n.engzew years is bleak.

It is most unlikely that either the Congress(I) led by Mrs. Gandhi or the Janata
(
Party led by Jagjivan Ram or the coalition of ti nd ich i ki
3'}\ %a/r ies =a Cmup} which is ta''king
A . R ol
shape under the leadership of Mr Charan Singhrmicmﬁill

get a clear majority in the elections to the Lok Sabha. In the light of what has

been haprening during the past few months and weeks, can there by any doubt that

such a situation will mean instabilit%} with ﬁ%ﬂ.tmg& efforts at horse trading and

A FTurther defections ?

The issue in this electidn will nﬂt}zﬁ__dem_ocracy versus sutocracy. It will be

#

the record of the Janata Government, mac;(‘;the level of price;; ove all. It is a
‘ 1

matter of record that prices in India rose from 1960 continuouslyujtodate, except

only during the Emergency when they registered aTh ave age fall oi; gﬁ per annum.

On present form and westing-before the campaign has . really got going, all

b
ofe can say ls that, as of now, the tide of public oyinionﬁflowing in Z@ Mrs.
PR v oune e~

r— ‘%ﬁizzbﬁﬁgﬁif %ﬁguﬁﬁ*7¢4ix
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As the Editor of a leading daily in the capital put it on 8th August,"Mrs. Gandni is

s
I . jd no
back at the centre of the stage." Both Hr. Charan Singh and Mr. Jagjivan Rauz

bones about saying that they would be glad to a ccept her assistance, thfough to a

dispassionate observer the support so given may recall tkMoscow's reply to the CPFB
Ramsay MacDonald
in the twenties : "We shall support tim /L as the rope supports the

%

hanged man.

' The only poll of public opinion available is one conducted inm August by the
Indian Institute of Public Opinion which giyes Mrs. Indira Gandhi a combined urban
a nd rural weightage of 110/ as again;:?g; Mr. Morarji Desai, 23 for

Mr.Charan Singh and 19 for Mr. Jagjiva n Ram.

n attr;!.t' n is) precisely what Liberals like me deplore,
namely, her penchant for authoritarianism. Many years ago, in his hook ﬁ'he Public

I:Eglosophy\ Mr. Walter Ll}xna:}z}lad pertinently observed thathistory showed that when

Feri
forced to chc:ose be‘cween strong and authoritarian and inept and incom-

7
petent democracy, nationd invariably chjgl:j.e the fomi)

———

Cﬁ:}andhi seems to have cottoned on to this fact because, speaking in

Bombay on 10th September, she did not hesitate to say that "unity and stabili ty

a re the first rnaqmz“/taE fo the country; democracy comes later."

/Cl'rﬂ'la_tc}_da}r suffers from indiscipline in every walk of life .~ labour,

education and politiecs. What India really yearns for is democracy with discipliue

aud diseipline without demwermey dictatorship . T ue, szﬁ(the cynic, but if we

cannot have both, should we not, for a limited period of time , put discipline

first aud lei dewocracy follow ? Tnis is a merftricious plea whkich has been hea'd

elsewhere.

n the democrat gives expressiou to ms fear of whet Mpse @and'i's

power may do to)\rile of law,

return to

civil liberties aud the freedowz o1 (ue press, he is wel
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tnese days wivn «né plea tnatu inese values would not really be endangered because

Mrs. Gandhi will on this occasion hawe neither a clear majority in Parliament no¥

e W
a rubber stamp Presidentﬂ// ZM Mk é :
The Indian electorate, though largely illiterate, has soéfar shown a g,mat—de?
+
of shrewdness and sagacity. It}dll need all its sm pience to deal with theGel
e i o

complicated and complex pmeblemss /Wﬂfz/

t S o



