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The Congress Seeialist Party, frem its very birth, had
got sff to o bad start with Sardar Patel. A devoted Gandhisn
ond a striet diseiplinarisn, he had natarslly found our leftist
deviation end cur criticisn of Gendbiji and the Congress
extrenely impertinent, lle alse had a felling, which was not
unjustified, that, while ve were honest chaps curselves, we
were allowing curselves to bLeceme a front to be expleited by the
comnuniets whe were uring us a® a charmel of (nfiltration inte the
Congress and the national movement. Eoem after the inccption of
our Party, fardar Patel had bitterly demounced the secinliots,
ealling ue the "seppers snd miners of tho Communiet Party"
becinse of the onited frent thet had deem formed. e ones went se
far as to Gay, about the Oujarat group of secinlists: "Just as I
venld drive o rabid dog out of my house, I would drivo the
ssclalists out of Gujsret.” Later in life, I was to come to
appreciate the force of his deseription of the Congrees Seefalist
Party as the sappers and miners of the Coumunist Party.

Sardar Patel did not have o drilliant or scintilleting uind,
nor wat he a man of great vision, He was mot by sry etondarésan
intellectunl and suffered from neither the strengths ner the
veaknesses of that species, My friend Yusut Meherally onee said
that the enly enlture sbout whieh the Sardar knew amything was
egricul ture!

Mso, the Sardar had o very harsh tongue Gondhiji once said

that "hie tengue 18 studded with thorne,*® but he alee assured ne
that hde bark wee Very auch worse than his hite,
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on the other hand, the Serder hed o big heart under ks
sough exterior, e was very loysl to these whe werked vith
bim end under hin end he vas slse o men of his werd, He hed
to do meny usplessant things becsuse, vhile Gandbiji laid
dovn the line, 14 was for the Sardar to give effeet to it,

Later, vhen he and 1 were oa friendlier terns, he once Mhtterly
coaplained to me bow, vhile Jawsharlsl sat on the fence oa delicate
issuee ond maintained his;populerity, he had fo do the hatehet
work for the Congress, sush o¢ remeving fhare frem the (hief
Ministership of the Central Previnees, diseciplining K.F. Nerimen,
keeping Subbas Dese in hie plece ond, he night have added, dealing
vith us secialiste,

I told the Sardar that my sympathies wvere with hin sinee the
situation in the Congress Sgeinliat Perty had been rather simniler,
o8 while Jaysprakash love and byotherheod all reund, 1% was left
to me to do the hatehet job of empelling disvupters and
naintaining diepipline in the Party, In time I came to have &
fellow focling for the elder man, Dut that wae mueh later.

sane

Came 1945, the end of the var and the eall to fresh clections
o the Indien Legislative Mseubly in Delhd,

Right through the thirties, I wae known to be o friend of
Javsharlel Nebru but somevhat coel in my attitude towards “adapr
Fatel. I renenber an cccssion in the late thirties vhen Achyut
Patvardhan and I called on Chendbiji. Puring $he eonversation,

Gendhi j i Muhrntq".““‘ the Sardar. 1
plesded -ﬂbﬁlﬂw- contoet with hinm and keeping
avay frem him, I explained my attitude by reminding Candhiji of
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the eouple of cceasions when, to bis knovledge, T had found

uyself somevhat badly sisquoted by the sSardar. Gendhiji nodded
theoughtfully, and after a time, oaid: *Al1 right, we shall

dismiss Sardar temorrow morming en one cenditienm, that you find

ae someone who hae all Serdar's geed qualities but net hie
feults.” I buret out leughing, Gendbiji asked me why I was %o
ssused. I smsvered that he knev I would have no such condidate
svaileble, Suddenly Gandhiji became very grave and said: “In our
struggle for irdependence, I have to get the best out of the

human meterinl at our disposal. ! cannot leek for perfection, Are
you #oo pure te make a siniler cempremise?” I promptly agreed te
go on and see the Sevder, Nexzt mowning, wvhen I to call omn him, the
Sardar weleomed me with o smile and said: “So you have come?", *Ves,'
I said, *1 pronised Gendhiji I would de se,"

I was a little taken sbaeck therefore whem one day in 1048
Sardar Patel asked we whether I would like to stond from Bembay s :
o Congress cendidate in tho election te the Indien Legislative -
Msenbly, A% that time enly these who pald ineome tax voted in
these elections. Their nusbers were therfore restrieted and a.!x-'
consisted mainly of the literate middle elass, GeVe Deshaukh .. -{;
be my rusning mote. I agreed to accept the nomimation but I f
¢xpleined to Serder Vallsbhai thot I wae o peor men and therefors |

would not have the money to spend on the csmpaign and the Party nq'

not expect me to spend more them B, 5,000, What happy days these
wvorel

From papers that have later Gome to my netiece, I find that
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the seuimation of Peshuukh snd ayself, vhich had been susgested by
\he Beabey Provinetsl Congrevs Gomittes and secepled by farder Patel,
had set vith sene private eriticien froa those whe had suggested
slternative names, Rajendra Prassd suggested the ngmes of Prefesser

K 7. Sheh end Jivraj Mehts, and ssaf Ali from Delbi suggesied that of
Mulobhal Desai. These suggestions were turmed dowa fimly by Serdar
end on Ogteber 22, 1040, he wrote %o the Dembay Previneial Comgress
Conuittee on behalf of the Central Parliamentary Doard sppreving the
neaination of Deshmukh snd myself,

Patol suggested that I go with him and get Candhijli's Dleesings,
The ¢14 nen wae in Poena in Dy, Dinshaw Mehte's elinie, I went uwp %o
see hin one day, Genddiji seidy “Oh, so you have brought Meseni,.®
Sardor saldt “"yes, Ve want %o put him up a8 Congress eendidate for the
election to the Legislotive saeubly asd we have come to get your
blessings.” Gendhiji leoked pleased end said: “0f course you have my
blessings,.” Then, with o mischievous tvinkle in his eye, he sdded: "1
have alvays thought well of him,"

Both Deshaukh and I were elected om Novesber 20, 1945, Though
Deshoukh was & very well estoblished end fashiehadle surgeen, the votes
Sesured by me were 21,030, vhile Deshaukh got 19,934 vetes, If was o
runavay vietory ss the candidote neminated by the indu Mehassbha got
only 4,007 vetes, and hod to forfeit bis depesit,

rore

Betveen the fomation o)

1040 with Jawsharlel Nehru os ::.:.::::.tb“-‘ R
Qitef Winioter and Pinenee Winteter L R T N
» and with Jehn Methal o0 one of the

i
ninisters, and the tramefor of pover on Jugust 15, 1047, a great msny

l.~.“~ things bappened,
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Lisquat Ali‘s budget was introduced on February 28, 1947, It
wes a vielous budget ebviously designed to give o parting e ®
Indfan industry before the partitions Unfortunately Mathai, whe was
also affected by Jawsharlal Nehru's leftist end enti-business stend,
supperted the budget. Sardar Patel wes furieus. Being a realist he
sav what this would lead te. Fortunately, the Bill vas referred to o
select eommittes of Parlisment, a healthy practice of the British
which we have discarded since Independence. There were Some s teunech
Congress menbers who saw the mischief in the budget, Maeouraged by this
K.C, Neogy and I put in minutes of dissent egainst the vivicous taxatien
propesals, There were two such preposals-one was the Capitcl Geins Tax
and the other the Excess Profits tax. E.C, Neogy and I drafted the
mimutes of dissent, both drafts were shown te Sardar Patel vhe appreved
of thes, ®ien the report wvas presented and a ve-opening of the fssue
was asked for, seme imprevements were made im the measures of taxatien
as a result of our fight,

The eleavage over the Lisquat All Pudget was the first divergenee
of vie~s visible to us between Sardar and Nehru. From then om #111
Sardar died, there were frequent elashes since they did not see eyete
eye on many issues,

I personally had been mode aware earlier of the lack of empathy
betveen the twe men which went back to the thiriies. There wae an
oceasion in the late thirties when Sardar complained to me bitterly:
"Javaharlal vill never do anything unpepular. If anything usplessant
has %o be done, I must do it. Sardar must oust khare; Sardar must
expese Nariman." I told Sardar that I syspathised with him on this peint

as there vas o sinilar division of work between my colleague

Jayaprakesh and myself, where all the dirty work of expelling eommunists
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Seme time during the 1ife of the interim gevernment, datval
cosually told me that there were veports tet I woe beling thought
of o8 Tood Minister in the new Cabinet, The Statesman hed
already veferred to this, le sdded tint Nehru wes seriously
thinking of this, He then ssked me & questions "If you were taken
inte the Cabinet, whe would you suppert, Nehru or Patel?" 1
immediately reslized that my snwer, whieh ne doubt be weperted by
Yathai te Nebru, would decide whether in fact I would be Foed
Minister or nets I decided teo be frank snd take the consegquensed,
Hy peply was that the question of supporiing one against the sther
¢id not srise. From my point of view the guestion was « she would
vote on the ssne side oo I on various fseuee? I had no doubt that
Nehra and I would be in unisen on issues convering minerities and
the nenedeneminstional character of the sate and the appreach to
medernizotion, while Sarder Patel and I weuld agres on iseues of

foreign poliey and Commmnion, 1 om afraid that snswer 4id it., 1
wae never cihed!

frananpm
On Jomuary 30, 1948, returning frem e strell iv New Delbd, I
heard the news of Gandhiji'e ocsssssination at the honds of o frantie
Bemed Gedne. Wecsotn heard on the radie the grim details. The
next day we marehed behind the gun earringe on whieh our great leader

wos carvied to the eremstion greund which is new his somaddi ot
Bajghat

Gandhiji’s essassinetion had an fiamediate eshe in our
Parlimentary Congress Party vhere the question of » banning the
Peshitriys Swayam Eovak Sengh eame uwp for discussion on the growmd
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that the R.5,5, was a party to the eonspiracy that led te the
esssssination. Jevaharlal was imelined teo go along with the
prepessl but Sardar Patel, the Heme Minister, was against it

1 expressed my 1ask of sympathy for the Rashiriya Swayss
Sevek Saugh but argued sgainet 4t being bonmed by law o I
pointed sut that the loglieal consequence of such an actieon
would, if carried to the exirene, Be a system of licensing of
politieal parties which had me pleece in o demoeracy bdut only
fleurished under o dictatorship., [ therefore nu-m = going
slow and studying the matter further. Jewsharlal, whe was in
e Miair, responded te my sugrestion o8 porbaps {t expressed
his owm doudts, On the other hand, Sarder Patel smiled at me
bappily with eatisfection,



