S'ATANTRA PARTY Sassoon Bnilding ;

; bi Road
Bombav Region 143 Mahatma Gand
Phonz s 253085 Boabay 1,
f 5th August 1972

notiee.

A Meeting of the Executive Committee of the
Swatantra Party, Boaubay Region, will be held at the
Party Office at the above aiddress, on Wednesday the
16th August 1972 at 6-15 p.m. You are cordially invited
to attend the saue, o

- : AGENDA.
l. To confirm the @minutes of the nreviosus
meeting held on 9th June 1972. :

2. To consider points from the ainutes
of the General Couneil held on 24th and
25th June 1972.

3« Party Progranmes.
4e Anv other matter with the pernission

of the Chair.
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phone: 251424
grams: surajyam

-~ (swatantra party |
! ? national headquarters :
sassoon building, 143, mahatma gandhi road, bomb

General Secretary's Ietter No, 281

Dear Triend,

Az you are awcre, the General Council at its meeting in Bombay on
April 6 and 9, discussed at considerable length various matters
congcerning Party policies, progremmes and organisation partieulm‘lybin
the context of the Party's performance in the recent Assembly Electlons.

The Generael Council vdll now be meeting in Madras on 24th and 25th
of June to take decisions in the light of the discussions held at Bombay.
Tt io necessary that the representatives of your State/Regional Unit
should come prepared to the lladras meetings with suggestions and propascls
> in this regard.

* I also enclose copy of the General Council lMimutes and would invite
your specific attention to the last page where the consensus that .-
- vas evident among members at the last Council meeting has been recarded.
It would therefore be pertinent if the comments, suggestions and/or
proposals of your State/Regional Unit were to be made within the frame-
worlk of the Consensus.

Ve shall be grateful if the views of your State Ixecutive and/or
coments are received by us on or before Thursday, June 15.

In view of the importance of the meeting, moy I also take this
opportunity to urge on you to ensure that the maximum number of
representatives of your Unit on the Genersl Council attend the Madras

meetings 7
- Yours truly,
S it Al
= (1mdhu Mehta)
General Secretary
el #
i-'DS‘

The Troceedings of the Ceneral Council meeting:. has already been
Posted to you earlier.
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Resolutions Adopted by the General Council
Madras, June 24 ond 25, 1972

Fall of the Orissa. Coalition Govermment
e = ot S0 SR} e Sy e st S SR S e
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The Swatantra Party strongly condemms the unserupulous tactics of
the Ruling Congress in iis bid to capture power in Orissa.

Yeeping in view the Prime liinistor's assurance in FPorliament on
inpendinz legislation against defections, her silence over the cuup
engincered by flier party, stggests tacit connivance with its methods. |
The implication is that the legislation has been deliberately "deferred,
thereby encouraging defections to the ruling Congress and obstructing
defections from it ther-afier.

The Swatantra Pirty welcames the decision of the Orissa Unit to
organice an "Anti-Defection Veol at the beginning of the lonscon
Secsion of the Orissa Assembly through a series of meetings in
Thubaneswar and in the constituencies of the defectors.

The Owatentra Porty resolves thet other units will similarly device
nan-violent measures to mobilise public opinion against this

‘pernicious political practice.

lloved by : Mrs. Lobo Prabthu
Seconded by : Mr. H.lM. Patel

2. _Z['.jt_}_ci_g_-Pg.._’_;Eg_E.-n Summit Talks

(
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The Swatantra Party welcomes the initistion of summit tallks between
lirg. Indire Gandhi, Prime lnister of India and Mr. Z.A. Bhuito,
Eregident of Paldstan. It comends to both leaders the urgency of
agreeing upon terms which will 7revent the eruption of a fourth war
botween the two neighbourin: couniries thoreby ensuring durable peace
which will exelude the interfereuce of global powers on the Indien
sub—continent.

Iioved by : Mr. Madhu Mehta
Seconded by : Mr. K. Sundaram

EFlight of Harijans and Adivesis

IT;lQil:'ecant Spate of reparis on the ill itreatment and harassment of
c: Jans angd adivasis in various parts of the comtry are a sad
umentary on the degree 0 vhich Gandhiji's teachings heve been
Lorgotten by many of our cowirymen.

Despite guarantees in the Congtitution and various statutes giving
egual Svetus to our less fortunate brethern, the lot of harijens,
ddivasis and other backvard classes. continues to be derlorable,

.o/~



Ga

5.

ouncil of the Swatantre Party reiterates the pledge
its election manifesto to carry out effecively and
ovigions in the Constitution for the proteciion
intorests of all minorities and of those who wiorlt
under verious handicaps guch as harijans, adivasis and other back~
ward classes, and calls upon its members to mobiliac_puhlic opinion
an this icsue, to talie tie lead in tfaldng every possible step to
redrens weongs and injustices that moy be inflicted on these ?ectims

of our people.

The General C
contained in
faithfully the ™
of the rights and

Blectoral Reform

Tn the light of the unhapyy experience of the Porliamentary Elections
of 1971 and the State Aspembly elections of 1972, the Gencral

Council of the Swatenlra Party concurs with the large volume of
opinion in the comtry that the time has come for a thorough study
and overhaul of the electoral systen.

The shocldnz use of money power and the black money creates a
situation where en hfnest and poor men can haveno chance of getting
glected. The othor deficiency is the unrejr usentative character of
the legislatures vhere the ruling prty which has got only 43 of
the popular vote, has captured more than 70, of the seats in the
Lok Cabha. This not only distorts and vitiates the popular will,
but also makes it possible for atiempie to be made to destroy the
Ganstitution of owr couniry by those who remesent only a minority
of the electorate.

Among the golutions that should be considered to this froblem is the
employment of the List System, which is one of the forms of

Yroportional Revrcsentction yrectised in several democratlc countries.
According to the Liot Systen, the vo.er voies for one or other political
party wilch has published a list of ita candicates in a certain order
afcﬁrgiemnce. This list may be ame for the whole country or one for

ca ate,

Once polling is over, the mmber of vores cast for each politicesl
pardy are counted 2nd tabuleied and the scats in the legislature a-e
distributed in approxiuave proporiion to the mumber of votes cast,
taus resulting in the first of so meny of each list being elected.

As grave doubts are Prevuiling in the minds of people about the
semuineness of ballot vasers that were used, it is necessary thet
oone vethog whereby voiecs ave punched is introduced so as to do avay
with the present syston of atamping of votes.

ghe General Council appeinis 1. N. Dandelrer and Mr. Manubhai Amersey
“1’ e"fminﬁ various measures of clectoral reform and to present its
TEPOru to the next meeting of the General Council.

22nil Madu Parmers Agite tion

iif:;lcmi Council oxtends iis support to the Tamil Mudu Tarmers’
vion for the implemem’ati : : el RS
T e emiation of their 12 Demands which sponz other
&) Teduction in eleciricity charges for pumpsets,
and also

b) d*‘oin,:. avay with the inereased agricultural tax
Tecently levied by the D.M.K. on the basis of crops.
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couneil is of the view that this increased taxat
rocent cnactment by the D.l.K. Goverrment wri

The General
due to the farmers on the other, will totally

me side and the
ofT the rent arrears

ruin the farmer.

Tae Geperal Cowcil therefore wrges the local D.l.E. Goverment to
inmediat y concede the twelve demands raised by the feriers of

Tamil Wadu.

College Pducation in Kerala
We deplore the decision of the Kerala Govermment 10 conpel privotely
managed educetiomnl institutions in the state to charge the soue fees
as aro charged in Coverrment Colleges ond institutions without at

the some time pronising 1o mae good the firancial lose that tis
step would cause to the private institutions.

Govermment cennot be unaware of the cost to them to run Govermment
educational institutions. This decision of theirs therefore is
clearly unfair and wnjust and ‘esigned to compel prive tely run
educational institutions to close down.

Private educatiomal institutions are managed by persons who have
been motivated by no other object than the advancement of education
and with such assistance from voluntary organisations it would never
have been possible for education to have spread as widely as it has
in the State.

The gtep now decided upon by Government to campel them teo closo down
or face finencial banlruptey is a display of unprecedonted ingratitudc.
If education is to advance and educstionsl experiments are to continue ®
to be tried, it is escential private éducational organisations should
cmtinve in the inveres.s of sowil educatvions]l development as elso in
the interests of justice.Tuiis Council exmresses the canfidert hope

1_;11;11: the Goverruent of Kerala will ewen at this late stage retrace

ite sbepe and ecllow educational institutions to charge fees that are
rA.-.-.,cna‘nle and fair or alternatively to increase the grint to cover

tac additional loss caused by reduction in fees.

Moved by : Mr. 4.J. Dominic

Ihreats to Preus Freedon

Tl;f General Council of the Swatantra Porty notes with concern the
:.j;s:}:‘:n;frt’fe_ﬂulmg Congress and the D.M,K. in Tamil Wadu in

B = Easietns the Jreag into reparting rews dvens
S e T bt of the ruling rarties at the Centre
caus 'i‘.'l‘:cn'It?tue;qilﬁ-ébfillf?EOI:T'T‘O:; ﬂl:'i-ﬂ*ﬁ goes on unchecked, a time may
s T et e for rewsimpers to present the

%

:II_: ;iiéi--:c?eﬁ,-~me feneral Council condemns the recent attempt
s :1;_ ‘D;lﬂ“ﬂrfﬂa 1?0?1 Aovspaper office by violent methods just
6 Biats Coo :w.ﬂ--:’c_::epo:u ting points of view which were opposed %o
e b 1 vermoert, The General Council is strongly of the view
advur-‘c‘;i__n;af bit of_t;r:e?tclmlg n:_:\':_spapcrs and giving Government

Panty T‘,;ll":ﬁs‘?f"h o papers which sing the praise of the Ruling
gty Ao ‘Flm wely rl:u‘i:.aﬂ: 'fhe viry root of a free press and convert

try into a totalitarian Stage.

Moved by : Mr. V. Devarnsthan
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farmers of Indiz; within the limits in which they funciion, !
g::a rend::ﬂd yeomen service to the country by bringing about what
has been popularly described as the "Green Revolution'.

Tho Genersl Council foels that at such a time when further encourage—
ment and capitel inpuis need to be placed at the digposal of our
farmers, mischievous efforts are being made undir the umbrella word
‘of Wand Reforne’ whiich camnot but have the effect of mtardirq;
further progress. e Swatantra Party stands for a fair deal to
the landless lzbourer, share cropper, tenant, the tiller ond the
faymer elike. This was spelt out clearly ot “he October 1959
Convention in Ehbaneswar, vhen the Party resclved thot its members
ghall work actively Zor the security of tenure for +tenants and
ghare croppers and for the preseription and enforcement of a
stetutory minimum yoge »nd reasonable conditions to form labourers
and for securing guwarantecd floor prices to famers and peasants
for agriculturel commocities.

Although the Swatonira Party holds that psasant proprietorship is
tlie most productive and the highest social form of relations between
mon and land and is pPledged to resint all efforts to destroy 1%,

the Party is not in principle opposed o measures for the cquitable
redistribution of lang, and (subject always to full scope being
available to modernisction of agriculture) with a view to broadening
the basis of peasant propriedorship and giving stebility to our
rural life, provided always that no man is deprived of his lenc
except on poyment of just ond fair compencation. The wonderful
results achieved in the egricultwsal fields in Taiwen and Japan by
such measures civor Vorld War II have resulted in these countries
Producing the hishost yields por acre of rice in the world. The .
succecs of these 2asures was due t0 certain attendant circumstances.
The entire opw: iion yvas carried out not in a spirit of vindictive-
ness ard hatred but in a pragmetic attempt to reorder the rural
economy. In other voprds this was aciiieved by reducing the pressure
on land throush diversification ruther then by expropriction.
Secondly, Zull caiperication at market price was given to those
dispossessed of eurplus land with the intention that they should.

(a) invest it in rural processing industries spread
throughiout the countryside thus securing the
Progress of gericulture iteelf ond the growth
or rural envloyment snd economy, and
L]
(b) in carrying through an intenmsive programe for
the reclamction of large arcas that lie waste today --
revine lands and londs which have become wncultiv-
able beccuge of salinity brought to swurface owing
to ar beezuse of poor drainage.
g_hg G-er}cral Cowmeil deplores the current campaign of the Congreas/
nﬂémmlat axiz for loyering land ceilings which were xed karc 1y
NLh:ecedst 2g0. It is woll lmown thet of all classés of society,
élgafgro;cult?riﬂ ¢., the most bated by the Morxist because if any
‘mri.;.n 113“9-61:1 Svitds in th€ vay of their establishing totali-
et otatarahiy and dostraying what they doscribe as the
it 'tfﬂ t'?n aj _:mf*:-f_zmlhs de:pogrﬂn_y, it ig the peasant. Indeed it
hl"'f.'u_]_ul: fer:- ‘W —-oi.r or the Jehavashtra Government, Mr., AR,
8 ¥y "a0 not long ago confessed as much when ho gtated
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oEL _ Moved bty : Mr. I,
- Seconded by : Ir. M.
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