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Friends:

* After the General Secretary's circular levter dated 27th December 1974, events
have moved 2zt 2 fast pace in the cotntry. I neeé!. not recount then.

v that ot the national convention of the Swatantra Perty held in
01:25 E:il'd.mgﬁth and 5th August 1974, Shri. LK. Mesani and others had lemented
the growing ineffectiveness of the parlianentary processes and had_ ex;p{'egsed _
grave concern =t the concentration of power in_t.‘!_*.e 'ha.nds of the Prime B_h.n:.star.
Shri. Masani had pinned hopes on the movement initiated and led by Sh{':..J ayapra=
kegh Varayan to combat the growing menace of dictatorship and corruption in the
country, He bad argued that the BLD vhich was sought to be created out of the
Syatentra Party, some regional parties and splinter groups would not provide
a veal alternative and that without the Congress (0) and the Jana Sangh agreeing
to shed their separate identities and to join eny new Party, there was no
sense in disbanding an All-India Perty like the Swatantra Parby.

It was the opinion of some of us that the conditions for merger of all non-
congress (R) and non-communist opposition parties, however desirable such
merger mey be, had not then ripened and that instead of attempting an immediate
merger of all parties, attezpts should be made to create a federal structure
in which the constitvent parties would retain their separate identities, and
work on a common platferm for a common progra-me. It was then envisaged that
out of the mutual confidence which common endeavour would generate, 1t would
eventually be feasible for a single cohesive party to emerge.

Shri. Masani had hailed Shri.Jayaprakash Narayan as the coming saviowr wsho
would be able to resuciate the hopes of our frustrated countrymen and to infuse
them with a fresher vision and vigour and restore their confidence in democracy,

The apprehension thst the PLD would not prove to be the real national alternative
has proved correct. The other parties have not merged into the BLD, although
time and again attempts have been made by Shri, Charen Singh, Shri. Piloo Mody
ana Shri. Raj Narain and others %o preach this thesis to the Congress (0},"bhe
Jara Sengh end other parties. In fact, you must have noticed that the Jana Sangh
&t its Delhi session held on the 3rd March 1975 specifically repelled this
suggestion to fold up immediately, Both Shri. L.K.Advani, the President of the
Jana Sangh and Shri, A,B,Vajpayee have issued statements rejecting merger of
parties and expressing themselwes in favour of a confederation of parties.

Spezking recently in Hyderabad,” on 20tn April 1975, Stri.Vajpayee said that the
BLD was preseing for merger of the parties but merger was not on the cards at
the moment, He said that the other parties felt that any synthetic urdty at the
'Fop lavel_uc:-uld not help and that the rank and file of each party should be
livalz'ed in the process of evolwing a wnified party, The federal party would
afford then an opportwnity to work together. :

Shri. L.K.Advani
convention, viz:
ﬁhould fight the
i:arayan end

u:ac.:-: the suggestion wroich was put by many at owr nationsl
that 211 non-congress (R) and non-commmist opposition parties
enswing the elections under the leadership of Shri.Jayeprakesh

(a) have a common election strategy and common &lection symbol.
D) have a cormon minimm programme and '
¢) field honest and agble

of party affiliations,

Although the Congress (0) is hesitating now,

'Jenata! candidates :i.:-res;wctive
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suggestion after the Gujerat Poll events may drive it to adeept the
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i, vi had predicted, Shri. Jayaprakash lNarayan has emerged as the .
Jﬁ'u:Bu:‘15.gpi1fr:I.E-.r:',;cllim.fn').zlzeuier Ofp‘t‘._he non-congress (R) and non-cormmngt_‘ oppoa:.t:.?n. tihs T
crusade - gainst corruption, pepotism, repression of the legitimate aspiratioms of =
+he people has caught the imagination of all people and cven amengst the 3
congress (R) there is a growing recognition of the fact that the JP phenomcron
carmob be wished avay. ALL non-congress (R) non-commmist opposition parties
end’ groups have gethered under his leadership and atilempus are‘afoot'not only to
sink personal Aifferenccs among leaders but also several &oc‘?rlnal d}-fferez.maa
plaguing the parties so that 2 united opposition, & real national alternative, can
emerge,

A Hational Oo-ordination Committee hes also been sct up under the ?omvenorsh:}p
of Shri, Jayaprakach Narayan. I a: glad to inform you that our President, Shri,
' G.K.Sundaram has been inivted to join this Committee. A common programme committve
" has aloo been set up inder the convenorship of Shri. Madhu Limaye., We have written
to him to include owr representative on this committee.

Lt this juncture, it would not be inopportume to say that Jayap:alashji is the o
logical Gandhian successor to Shri, Rajaji and the "Total Revolution™ which he
preaches is not only acceptable to us but it is really what we have been saying

all these years. Briefly, Shri. Jayaprakash Narayan advocates:

(e) Sarvodaya - a concept which is totally opposed to
the Marxish coniept ofclass conflict.

(v) importance of the moral vslues and traditions in the
public life of ocur country.

(c) a total revolution, peaceful and non-viclent and
covering all aspects, social,cconomical, cultural
and not only palitical.

(@) faith and relience on people to resist an oppresive
state. Thnis faith in people, he characterises as
YLokshalrti? or "Janzshakti as against "Rajashalctil
or the might of the State. C

In this conception, there camot be a single party
fystem, This concept of Lokashaltti preludes one single )
party rule - wiich again is a "Merxist®" concept.

{(e) the preservation of the fundamentzl rights of the people ..

He is championing the cause of the people against a corrupt administration, His

;‘“nt"_cr.-:."nns been Teioed against corruption and against the licence permit raj which
Rajaji repeatedly attacked.

it :his mcmfn:g thcrfzf‘are, all members of the Swatantra Party all over the couwntr:
E‘f\m S'Lppror b JT :ba? 215 movements. The National Executive has repeatedly su;:rpor’ccd.
:;{"‘_:( I i:, ;:prc..;af-h sarayan in thoeir resolution and it must be our endeavour to

:~cu hat we rust strengthien the hands of Shri Jaysprakash Narayan in overy way
:!:;‘ J;a':;.,: ‘._.'01%- d canrcstly urge upon you to join the Loka Sangharsha Samitie in

¥ °2 1n large numbers and give it your full support and active cooprmtion,

I.ﬁ x = = ek
a;.:i:g E-Ecic: }Imli‘%,d‘ party eventually omerges, we of the Swatantra should uc .
considor :ume:EJ‘n"' omﬁ::n s 1t Jf'.l-'::ll.an'ﬂ unoduizocal. SURRETS BEL aven
e advDCa;:i_r'Er. uentity if it is dndeed the "National Alternative! yo

He ar 3 Lo

et p:if?z:zcﬁi‘: g&l}&%}mtﬂ the values of froedon and decency in owr public life
culture and tradition fmpresawaJF'IOn and development of what is best in our

around s, We must not, h &re against corruption and the rottonness which is all
the epirit of trutt a_;;d orovor, got dishcartened but look heavenward and recapturs
out how owr party ang theuf"dlcamd sorvice to the people. Let us, thorefore, find
cffoctive, o movement it represents can bo-resurrccted and mado
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i bloms of movement of

' omo time, let us involve oursclves with Ppro
:‘: ﬂil'ﬁmcrﬂ'm: (b) ;t.u;ants (¢) industrial workers (d)sholqaeeportfw and :rogjdgsE:t
Ec; prowfesai i (fz‘ 1.t:1d d ggun;tpfnr the rizhw:; gﬁ Raj::,pﬂaharajan-
Party was fowxle 3 ) e
gnui f;:fassiinal pgliticim who have ncrc:.i“iﬂ.'l.y spared us by cither chooing
some other party and retiring from public lifc altogether.

Gy immediate bask bofore the Party, howcver, is:
. i i bers who joined this:
(n) to ré-cstablish our contacts with our members j ST
party with e conviction in its principles and not for the
owm convenience,

i 5 ot h by the
% (b) +o rcldndle in them the conviction that thn‘pat. shown
5 Swatantra Party alenc is the true path to libert; and orderly

Progroes.

T ohall now roport on ovents since the last General Scerctary's circular datad
7th December 1974.

On 22nd January 1975, the National Exccutive of the Party met in Bombay and
took: the following dceisions,

1. (a) Extonded full cooperation and support to the movement led by Shri. Jaya-
prakash Narayan.

(b) Approved +tho clectoral reforms propared by the Electoral Reforms
Cormittec eppointed by 8hri.Jeyeprakash Narayen ard urging the Govt.
to accept the same,

(c) Egprossed the firm view of the Party that there were enough food
grains to mcet the country's requ rements. If adequate fertilizers,
high yiclding sceds and water supply were made available to the farmers
it would be possible for them to producc even surplus quantities.

(d)Criticised the preparation of the elcctoral roll and demanded the
emmoration of all eligible votors houre to housc before preparation
of preliminary rolls and giving sufficicnt notice to voters to lodge
objoctions before final rolls and published. :

(c) Urged wpon the Government to remove wnnccessary contrcls and quota
gysten in iddustrics. It was noted that most of the industries were
vorking below installed cepacity for want of rew materials and working
capital and also becausc of unmeccssary controls on prices and distribution.

'f'.' ?:!ai‘nrc the mo.ting on 22nd January, mcmbers of the Nationsl Exccutive meot

Shrd., Jaga;.:&"ﬂ ch Narayan and offered our Party!s fullest support to his movement.
La‘bgr, Shri.G.K.Sundaram, our President was nominated as & member of tho

Hationsl Coordination Committce armointed by Shri. J ayapralkash Narayan.

2. The pooplels morcha held in Delhi on 6th March 1975 wnder the lcadership

of Shri, Jayapraltash Hara was well represented by Swatantr o ;
UF and Tamil Nadu. g p i antra volunteers from

4. The National Headguartors
ncy addross is ¥ 10.4,
NSWATANTRAY and %

of our Party havo been shifted to Madras, Its
Flowers Road, Madras 84 - Tclegraphic address is
ic telephone mumber is 666134,

Je du Writ Potition has beon filed i bt s Hi
1975 challenging the docision ofcﬁhcnmﬂ;gtimrau e S
gfnt};i;ff‘_oyhln:hc petition, Mr. Piloo Hody as the General Secrctary of tho
;.d.mi ttcﬁh;t;;f th-::cﬁ;grn Conu.n_ss:mn hav'c' been made partics. The petition has boen
bl g ; _‘ as High Court. Meanwhile, the legislators belonging to

& Party have been permitted to finction under theo symbol FUSTARM,

pending fir sal +
: » vhich is expected o be heard shortly,

i 30th January
on Commission freczing the symbol

nal disposal of tho petition

6. You 1ill roeall that .
iho fth Lo at the Tamdil

licard on 10un Dae

vocenner 1974 and

b
i opoall that tro Tamil Nedu Swatentra Party had filed e suit in
weis Ll ¥ = 3 fm sl .

r Civil Court, Madras or 1at Aveust 1974. The caso was
& déerac in our favour was pasgsed ex-parte,
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Tt was declarcd that the dissolution of thg Pa.:-:ty at the national con-—
vention held on 5th August 1974 at Dcdlhi was in-velid,

7, 1In Uttar Pradeosh, a Statc Exccutive with Shri. Vijay Pal Singh Saxena
a8 President and Shri. R.S. Bharati as the General Scerctary was i‘ormfd
3. the seconi wock of FPobruary. This Commitioo was approved by the National o
Exccutivo at its mooting held on 9th Lpril 1975. at Madras.

Orisse Cabinct from 1967 to 1971 has gppointcd convonors in cight Primary
wits and tho State Cowmeil has been rocogniscd, Shri, Horihar Patel
hae been nominated as the Prcsident of the Orissa State Unit.

£. In Orissa, Shri, Harihar Patcl; former Industriecs lMinister in the \

9, In Rajasthan, the former Goneral Scerctary of the Rajasthan State

Unit, Shri. I.S5,Bhargava is busy re-csteblishing contacts with the old

workers and the reaponsc he has received is encouraging. Some Swatanntra

workere contested mmicipael scats as Swatantrites and a fow of thom cam.

out victorious in Kotah and Jhalwad. According to him, the ground for

roviving the Party in Rajasthan has alrcady been preparcd, Shri.I. 8 Wl

Bhargava has been invited to join the National Exccutive in accordance

‘with a decision taken at its meoting on 9th Lprii 1975. .

10, In Gujarat, somec old workers in Ssurashira arc in touch dth us to
rovive onr Party, Miss Muswm Joshi has been in c-nstant touch with
Suatentra members in verious digtricts of Saurastéa:

11. In Kernatek, Shri.Nagabhushena Rao has bcon appeinted Converior

12, In Meherashtra, tho Party is intact, Tho General Scerctary intends
to take a tour of some of the distriets in the first weck of May 1975,

It will thus be scen that we havs not only been able to survive the

diffioultics ercated by the previous offiecc-boarcrs, but cen now look forward
to glow but steady growth of tho Party,
&

Yours sincerely,

Girish Munshi P ——

Genersl Seerctary,

@



