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Internstional in the mm-aam-nu
s &nd n&n Pradesh a«mmla AY "‘"t::‘b;‘igmu :
i"#i-ﬁiqd the State of Orissa and was reques o m‘ gy
Kidhi 'mmmumu-humﬂmw po .
in the | pur ares,Koraput Digtrict,Guaupur Sub-Division,0rissea.
As it was abaelu‘holx esgential to establish some kind of permanent
Mth Service in this tribal srea I requested the Governmeny of «
Orissa to make plens for s small Hospitel. This Hospital was them
mt.q m m were senetioned for its construction from. the Tri-
bel end Furel Velfare Department of the Government of Owiesas .
<P ﬁ. Hnupita.l was then aomplgtqﬂ and in May 1962 the then Governor
of Orisss Sri Suhtankl; came to Chendrapur and insugurated the
Bmpital. eier
7 Inspite of 811 efforts mo Mediqa,l ObLicer whe. poated mdil
mu,ao the services of this Hospital could not be utilised fully.
fqeeatinnsd to take my patients to the Denish and Jjnglish Mision
Hoepitels in Bina.p- Cuttack and G. Udayegiri, as there was no other
aitorna*tro. |
"'In view of the fact thet T came acrose so many Leproay patients
i the drea, I decided after the ersdication of Yaws to take up the
Anti - Léprosy Work. Por this purpose I approsched the Chief Minister
eri Biju Patneik to sanction funds. In 1962 the Tribal and Raral
K Welfare Department decided to take up & Project in the Cheamdrapur
4 area comprising 6 Gram Penchayats over an area of 250 sqm with a
population of almost 15 ooo. In Consultation with Dr, R.V. Wardekar
Director of the Gandhi Memoriazl TLepropy PFoundation a scheme was pre-
pered end approved. The Govermment of Orissa entrusted me with the
execution of the work as Honorary Secretary in co-operation with the
Red Cross Society,. The Project was named the " Red Croses Lepropy
Control Project Chamdrapur ", Local boys belonging to the Tribal
and Hindu Communities came forward and underwent Training with the
Gandhi Memorisl Leprosy Foundation and finally after Cencus and Survey
had been dome the treatment of almost Soo patients ( 489 cases de-
tected and put under treatment) mmxk was stearted in March 1963,
Ever since the beginning of the Project the need fos &
Medical Officer was felt very much.
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sorvice hmwm"m&m wﬁa never bo tuken over In he ares.

< the help of & German Midwife mmwmulm
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"" fﬁ’z:uaear ‘1’955 T was MW'IM*E “ote price of “the

rdizeg te the

e KMMI' Rome. uh:l.oh was given Yo me in mppreciation ‘of ‘my ‘soétal

p B

e work in Indie. “Thie price I'riddtva&'ﬁbribnliiy in Rome.At

"&I‘ se tine ¥rg. Indira Gendni vas given 4ho “sane price for her’

‘sohievements in the field of Diplomsoy. This price wes not mﬂw

s S

hin by the Pope‘gf tha State of Vaticen. It seems “to bLe teken for

'.-'__

;runicd‘hy fha Oriast uofernmént which is in pbwnr~nu*,€haﬂ this

through the Pope.
priso w88 actually‘hnnded over ;
. t"Jl.ll ‘the yuara thet T ‘havé béen in the ared there have beem con

’ voraiann of fha Konds to Ghristianity, but T had nothing whetbever

“$o do with it. T went to émphecise hore thet I em not comnected im

amf vay nith any of the (hristisn Missionsry work in Inmdia or Barope.
Proof of thia ie the feet thét the two orphan children which I have
udupﬁed ds faoto though not de jure have not been allowed to he com

tnrtpd tn Ghriatianity tney atill belong to thﬂ iaitn of thair
mﬂt@rﬂn

o, My wnrthls 301&1} concernsd with the social and physical welfare
of the pecple amongst whom I ¢1ve,wnich somelimes of couxrse compells
me to tuke serious cases to the next best Lospitel ® which happens

o be the Danish Miseion - Hospital in Bissem— Cuttack sn? G. Udaye-
giri the Lugﬁish Mission Hospltal,

In such Tmargeney cases the inte reat of my patients lets we forget
to whnm this Hozpital lLelongs.

As socn &s our Hompitel is taken over hy an Indian Medical Officer
the patients of my area can be &ttended to by him in Chendrepux,

All thepe years I was working in good co~cperation with local
&nd State Officials and it elways seened to. me t

hat the Govermment
of Orisea was appr

eclating my service in the aree,
In the year 1958 I took into My care two orphan boye belonging to
the Euttis-Kond Trive.: Burchs snd Jiringa Predeka,

¥hen I leter joined them in the Asram School tae Lemes were changed
to Ganesh Chandrs ena Suraj Chandra,

Genesh Chandrs, now 11 yeexe old resding es student in the Stewart-
School in Bhubaneswar in Standexd 5 ana Bura] Chandra now
completed the

18 years olq
7Tth Standerd ana 8ot married toc & Kuttia-Kon

d girl ang

Aiais

f



e
- - i
4 %

nas ‘settled as & Gultivator,aiter I bought lend and am:f:!&'ﬁ
' 'In Ootober 1967,Hiss Christiane Biessel,the German Mi .n

linidiilﬁhh?ﬁﬂii“:: !#?viﬁiﬁﬂtei'Ihr?taiinnt!uxwiillswli!us.'411:::

decided 6 Fetutn to Germany. We both made’a trip to South-India .

I utilised my leave for two yesrs for this purpose. Aocording to the.

Rules of ‘the Poreigner's Act I reported qwmmdm |

and other places to the Aesistant Sub-Inepector of Police in our

1oce] Chandrapur Police = Outpoest.] expeeted the ASI to forwerd my .

r.pit%’%ﬁ‘thiﬁbiatrici-Ragia%rntloﬁ Gttiibrﬂinwtbrlpns.e!nbujqulntljux
thia wes never dome and the Superintendant of Police started to perse-
cute e Gndér Seétion 5 of the Foreignere Registration Act in July 1968
The case 1o still pending in the court of the Suudivisional Magistrte
Gunupur,Koraput District, Orissa, - ; v g ¢ RPN
Rumors dterted circulating in the aresa that Police peéople have Bold...
the Fonds to state thet I was trying to convert them to Christianity
with the help of free medical eid emd food. izl Lo ok
At thie time one of my Para Mediesl Workers had become the Chairman of
the Pencheyst Semiti Chandrepur, g i o 9
When ‘elections in the State of Oriesa Ffinally led to the defeat of the
Congrest Party the whole administration in the Stete was changed and
Swatentra and Jene Cotigress supporters were put into the leading
positions in the State, o onter 1 ‘ : th:

The fact that I had been closely working with thé Congress Goverm—-
ment and persondl friendships with some of the leading persons in the: -
Congrees Party led to the suspiecion that I am a supporter of the Con-
gress Party. ! i and wom!

After the departure of Miee Christisne Biessel I was requested
by the District Magistrate of Foreput in Jamuary 1968 to vacate -the
Medidal Officér's quarters on the pretext thet a Medidal Officer is
going to be posted to the Chendrapur Hospitel ‘et once: I was very happy
about this and gladly vacated and movéd into my sub-centre at Danga-
suruds,24 Miles south of ‘Chandrapuy on ‘the other aide of the River.
Here 1 ylao took over the medical care of ‘100 boys in the Asram School.
But nc Medical Offider arrived in Chandrapur still up til now.

A Research Party consisting of 16 members was eent by the Tribal
and nnxal Welfare Bureau to undertake a etudy of the : Impact of
Christianity on the tribes and the Jseue arising out of this in the
“alkenagiri, G.Udayagiri and Chandrapuy area.

1 15 the Medical Officer's Quarters,

sT the departure of the Research Party the quaters were utilised

o

" Thie party was accommo-
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for the etorage of 400 bags of Government Ri€6. Ak SEER A
has arrived in Chandrapur.
o muddenly intro~
In the meentime the Orissa Legislative Assembly o - e
duced the Orissa Freedoms of Religion Ac%,banning conversion o
one faith into amother , wirich came into Ioxce slmost imwediately.
Suddenly on September 25th three Catholic Oatechifts and two
Baptist Pastors (all Indien Netionsls) ,amons theam being one Aesdman
of a tribal village were called to the Chandrapur 'hana of the Police
Outpost =nd frrested end handcuffed. They were then sent to Guuupur
Hesdgquarters of the Subdivisionel Oflficer. All the catechists and
pasors were imprisoned up ¥il 11/12. Oktober without being pro-
duced before the liagistrate.

Over & nuadred Christians were called te the Thana and told to
' stete (by Police officiels) that they ned become Cnristians because
the Misgiomaries ,catechists eud Appa( my u=sme smong the people
meening elder Sister) had promised them money,clothes,food,bullocks
and free medical aid and aschool. .

If they refused to state that and did not sign tuis statement ,they
would be detained and imprisemed. Out of feur ol arrest, a mamber
of people gigned the statements, which hsd bsen prepared beiore,
but I do not komow how many; and who,

The only villager who wes allowed to enter the premises of the
Folice Cutpost wes The Chalruan of the Pancha at Samitl, which was no
longexr uy Pera Medical VWoxker but the fermex Lendlord snd Moneylender
of the arsa, who did not attempt to recleese an, of the arrested
persons, although ome of the pecple was = Najhi (Headman) and member
of his own Pancha;at Samiti.

On October 11th & Peliice Constable was despatched from the
Bissem—Cutteck Police Station to Dengasurude where I had just arrived
from Chandrapur and rhquesﬂsd me to attend an examination of the
Deputy Superintendant Koraput. The Constable wee instructed to
accompany mé. Accordingly I started on the 6o Milesz trip only to
meet hallfweye smother Comstable who iumstructed me to sttiens the
Exemination of the Deputy Superintendant Koraput on the 12th QOotober
So agein I returned to Dangasuruda and proceeded to Reyegads oo the
12th October. Here I waited fwr the arrival of ‘the DSP Koraput
from 12 &ume $41 S5 pom.. Finally being told that he would not be
able to come and thet he would meet me on another date, 1 informed
him that I would be leaving Rayagada and returmed to my area,

It was at this time that my Denieh Friende in Bissam=-Cuttack hed
Tecelved reliable infermation that the Police was holding an arrest
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wsrrant for me as well as for Pather Fernando, & gpanish Priest

working in the area.
In the "Prajatantra" Newspaper o

article on the 7th October: .
» Five preachers have been arrested in the Chandrapur &ref.

They are @lleged to have converted the Adivasis to Christianity by
use ¢f threat and fraudulent means in the area of Chandrapur.
Gunupur 5.10.68. : Cases under clause 4 of the Orissa Freedom of
Religion Act have been sterted ageinst the Christien Missionaries
who are slleged to have converted the Adivasis in the area of C
by uee of threat , misreprescntetion end fraudulent means.

In this connection Bissna Pradhan, Gombidanga Gotula Majhi, Ruben Be
Joseph Mallick and Richard Renjit have been arrested up til now.
Fr. Fernendo and Sister Ursula also have been charged with the accusatio
thet many Adivasis have been converted to Christianity through their
efforta."” .
No other paper in Orissa published this regprt.

¢ Orissa appeared the following

As my ward , Gsnesh Chandra Bredeke had been on Dassera Puja Holidays

in Chandrapur and now had to return tc school ,I decided in view of tpp
circumstences to drive to Bhubaneswar to inform the Regional Director

of the German Volunteer Service, As there was nobody in Bhubaneswar

at the time of my arrivel I proceeded at once to Calcutta and informed
the Consulate General of the Pedersl Republik of Germeny about the facts.
After mr return to Bhubeneswar I met the Regional -Director of the

German Volunteer Service. After consultation with the State Co-omdinator
and the Chief Secretary of the State of Brissa it was decided by the
German Volunteer Service ahd the State Officers concerned that T should
not return to Ghandrapur for the present but leave the State of Orissa
immediately and proceed to Delhi. In the meantime they would investi-

gate the charges egainst me, I was unfortunately unable to meet the
Chief Minister of Orissa .

My term of Service with the G rman Volunteer Service is ending
31.12. 66 and I wes prepering the final reports of the Leprosy Control
Project to be able to hand it over to the Gove nmet of Orissa. ' }
It is vitally important for me to finish this report and to give an }

aooount_ot what measures I have taken to controll this fell diseasge

apart from %he other Health end Sceial work I have undertaken for the

benefit of the tribal populafien in this ares.
I shall therefore be very grateful to the Orissa Govermment to

allow me to continue my work emongst the Kuttia-Fond tribe - for WhOm;

1 !
hﬁtﬁf%;;ﬁ%ft:ng deep affection during the course of my 12 years s




