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Q ¥hat is the basic impression you gathered during your visits to Delhi in
tie last three months about the extent & which the pres nt Government is
serious about solving the problems of the minorities ? Was it your impression

that they were more interested in playing politics than in solving these
problems 7

A, The Government showed great interest in Mle Minorities Comuission at the time
of its eatablishment but, once it was established, they lost interest in it
and adopted what My, Daniel Moynihan in another context described as "benign
peglect®, though it was not all that benign {| I would mot go so far as to say
that they were playing politics in this matter, They were perhaps serious sbout
the problems of the minorities in principle, but after all the proof of the
pudding is in the eating, is'nt it 7

Q Bf, Br, Charan Sing:, the Home Minister, to whose Ministry your Commission was
treated as an "attached office®, had not falle: ill and been hospitalised,
do you think that 1t wuld have made any difference 7

A, One of those 'ife' of history ! It 4s difficult to say, but 4t is quite

possible that if Mr, Charen Singh had been functioning normally things might
not have come to this sad pass,

Q. Are you implying that beaidee My, Charsn Singh the others were not genuinely
concerned about the ur-eioy of finding solutions to the minori ties
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qestion ?

mglrnr,wﬂlhjmptncﬁaumlmml There are two reasons
nr’mﬁnmzua.mrmtumutmlr. Charen Singh,
as Home Minister, through whom the Government's invitation to us %o join
the Commission had come and he might have felt a personal responsibility
hmﬂwﬁcht.ﬂ'otm/let‘fmibh that he is 2 man who knows
his mind and gets things donme, In his absecnce, the Prime Minister nei gher

puhmwﬂatmrmt-umtonplyhowletm.

Why do you think the Government did not seek your advice on the iseue
of the Aligarh Muslim University (Amendment) Bill they were introducing
in Parlisment ?

I don't really know what happened behind the scenel I did get the impression
that the Law Ministyy was particularly worried about the possibility of the
Muslim character the University teing recognised, They were obsessed by
the judgement of the Supreme Court in what is kmown as the Aseez Basha case,

which had ruled to the contrary., I have reason to believe that the decision
not to consult the Comuission wao not the decision of the Education Ministry
but that of the Cabinet as a whole. That, of course, makes things much worse,

Can you give some indication ebout what conclusions you bave come to in the

report that the Commission have adopted at the meeting in Bombay on the 25th
and 26th of May on this subject ?

I fear that I cannot amswer that because it would not be proper as our Report



A,

is with the Government and it is for them to publish. We in faot have ppessed
Governaent htmnamﬂmudhﬂmdmmhbhdbotmmor
Mmtmteommofﬁem:t&m'ahhlmdershadlﬂlh
in the middle of July. I am afraid you will have to wait till then for

the contents of the Report,

Suppose you had not resigned as Chairmen, what in your view are the kinds
of t.ings the Comnission should have dealt with ?

Oh, there is s much to be dome, For instance, there is the important subject
of the Urdu-fangusge. Then there is a wide subject of discrimination in the
fields of Education and Zmployment., There are the problems of the Adivasis
and the Hari jans, These are problems in which I have been interested since

I was Chairman of the United Nations Sub-Commission dn the Prevention of
Discrimination end the Protection of Minorities as far back as the early
fifties, The Minorities Commission could have done so much useful research

and work in these and other ficlds. I feel deeply disappointed that I have

been déenied the oppertunity of contributing towards a solution of these vital
national problems,

In your Statement to the Press on May 30 you referréd to the fact that at
almost every turn the Comnission was sfymied by some rule thrown at it and

by being told to get the sanction of some bureaucrat or the other. Would you
care to give an example 7

Well, I'1l give rather a ludicrous example, When on the 8th of May the
Vico-Chancellor of Aligerh Muslim University and the deputation he led
motored up all the way from Aligarh to testify before us, we naturally asked
them to stay on and have lunch with us as our gueats, This apreared to irk
some offieials, Also, horror of horrors, the tea at the India International
Centre where we held our mecting cost Re,1.50 per head, while it would appear
thlij’md:lng o WheFinance Ministry r'n.'l.sl/nnt more than Re,1,00 per h:ad
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Hinistry. The Secrotary of the Commission was therefore told to advise
nuﬂhﬂrmdﬂnhﬂﬂimﬂntmﬂ:minupmﬂmmudh
awoided "so as to contain inflation™}

thmmmﬁpce-ud.mgtmmumutupaudmmt
way were they bwoken ? .

Hpnmhrdwqutnmtuplﬂningthemmmforw
resignation on May 30, thes would find there the amswers to these questions,
But, in a troad wey, 1-t me put it that I for one was pursuaded to join

the Comuission on the assurance that the Government intended to attach great
weight to the recoimendations of the Commission, In fact, we were also told
that the Cabinet had decided that our recommendations would be considered
binding and I recall reading that Mr, Atal Bihari Vajpayee actually sayisf

80 in a public spcech, Well, now from that to failing %o consult us when

we asked to be consulted in good time in regard to the Aligarh Muslim Universi ty
Bill was a bit of a come down was'nt it 7

We got the same feeling of let down when, after having been assured that an
Amendment to the Constitution would be introduced in the Budget Session of

the Farliament to give the Commission & permanent, statutory and independent
exiatence, ﬁm promise wes dverlooked and we are now told that the Law

Ministry had not found time to introduee that Bill, This certainly does

show what a high order of priority has been given to the Minorities Comuission !

Thus, the cummulative effect of these various developmentshas brought me to the

sad conclusion that conditions did not exist in which I would perform the tasks
I was ahked to undertake,
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You have seen Prof. Johm's statements in the newspapers on 30th lMay,
Vould you like to comment on them?

I am rather reluctant to do so.

Don't you think you owe it to the publie?

Well, knowing the facts as I do, I found Prof, Jolm's reasons for his
stand quite wmeonvineing, For instmce, the poor man's memory seemo
to playing hinm falses He admitted that he had "earlier threatened to
resign®™, but that he was later mollified when "the Tnion BEducation
Minioter gave us a copy of the Bill ed explaincd the position to unas".
NHow, ao it happens, the fact is that, while we saw the Education
Hinjister at 10,30 a.ns on the 9th of Mgy, Prof, Jom and I prepared
md signed our joint letter of resignation to the Prime Minister on

the afternoon of that day gfter we had already ceen the Education
Ministerd I felt rather sorzy for Prof, Joln. It would seem from

the statement prblished on May J1 that he did not lmow his mind and

wag unhappy both at the thought of resigning and also at not resigning.
On 9th May Prof., Jolm and I wrote jointly to the Prime Minister t-

® The facta to which we have referred in this letter
and in our earlier letter of April 27 have led us
to the sad conclusion that conditions do not exist
in which we can fulfil the tasks that fece the
Commission. Ve, therefore, request you to accept
our resignations as from May 31, 1978,

Nothing whatsoever had happened since then to Justify our resiling from
that commitnment.

>

Prof, Jom's statement seems to show some concern that eriticism of
the Jenata Covernment's bohaviour may benefit the opponents of the
Governent, How do you feel about it?

I gave my answer to that question long ogo in an article entitled
“Indians, Speak Up™ which appeared in the Readers Digest of
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December 1977, I am no less friendly to the Janata CGovernment,
but I believe that if there is a conspiracy of si lence amongst
us sbout the Janata Government's activities and we leave the
job of eriticism only to those who believe in authoritarianism,
this would only expedite the backlash towards authoritarianism
by canalysing all discontent into authoritarian channels, In a
democracy the people bemnefit by being told the truth, Hence

I believe Abrahen Lincoln was right when he said: "To

sin by silence when they should protest mekes cowards of men®.

Do yuz really think that the problems of the dinorities ewer
can;be solved?

That can be well deseribed as a sixty-four million dollar question!
Certainly, your scepticism is not uncalled for when one recalls that
the United Nations has not been able to make WVery much progress
with its efforts to deal with the Minorities question over gll

these decades, So too the Soviet Govemment, which had professed

at the time it was established to solve the mWoblem has
signally failed to do so. The Ukranians an btiier ngul stic

minorities certainly do not find that their problems have been
solved, Wes'nt it only last month that there was rioting in
the streets of Tiflis, the capital of Georgia, against a move

to lessen the importance and recognition of the Georgian language as
opposed to the Russian language?

The Minorities problem can not be solved in = hundred per cent
manner, but certainly a great &eal can be done to remove the
feeling of alienation from which many minorities suf fer, The
fact that the task is a Herculean one would suggest that it had

better be taken up with a great deal of seriousness and gest in the
cause of national integration so dear to all.
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Prof, Jmmmnumtm-emmmummmu
your resignaetion, He mainteins that the Centre had assured you
all t at it would move en amendment to the Constitution making
it obligatory for the Centre and State Uovernments to report
the steps taken by them on the recommendations of Vinorities
Commissicn « What do you have $o say about that 7

Every man has his own yardstick about what his self respect

demands, i‘he fact thet there were two letters that I had

written to the Prime Minister, one dated 27th #pril on behddf of the
entire Commizsion and spproved by the Comnission and the other
Jjointly signed by Frof, John end myself on Fay 9, and that

neither of them had even been acknowledged by the Prime Minister

is in my view adequate reasson for resigning, quite apart from

the numerous other reassons of substance we had stated in those
letters,

4t is perfectly true that Uovernment hed assured us that

it would move an Amendment to the Constitution of the nature
that Prof, John mentions, but the amusing thing is that that
assurance was given to me in a letter dated 18th Februery by
which the Home Secretory invited me ob behalf of Government

to be the Chairmen of the Commission, That essurence was
repeated to us severel-times during the intert Wonths, But
Government did not honor the essurance that they would introduce
en Amendment of this nature during the Budget session. In fact
that 1s one of the three reasons I gave for my resignation,

All that scems to have heppened since then is that the Home

s

ecretary mansged to gamihso Prof, John with platonic assurances
which I found utterly unconvineing when Frof.John tried to

induce me t; desist from the course on wvhich we had decided,
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Indeed, in one of his letter to me detad=22nd-lay, Prof. John
made the rerdiculous suggestion that I should write once again
to the Prime Minister as if the fallure to receive a reply to
my earlier two letters was not enough and we should submit
ourdelves to a third rebuff |}

I hold the view that for me to have delayed my resignation inr ffer

beyond—34st-liay, as desired by Prof, ¥ohn, in the absence of
a reply to the two letters would have been to betray a lack
of dementary selferespect,

e o b8 B



Prof. John has implied that you acted in haste in sending in
your resignation, He maintains that the Centre haed assured you
all t at it would move en amendment to the Constitution making
it obligatory for the Centre and State Governments to report
the steps taken by them on the recommendations of Minorities
Commission = What do you have #o0 say about that ?

Every man has his own yardstick about what his self respect
demands, lhe fact that there were two letters that I had

written to the Prime Minister, one dated 27th #pril on behddf of the

entire Commission and approved by the Commission and the other
jointly signed by Frof, John and myself on May 9, and that
neither of them had even been acknowledged by the Prime Minister
is in my view adequate reason for resigning, quite apart from

the numerous other reasons of substance we had stated in those
letters,

4t is perfectly true that Uovernment had assured us that

it would move an Amendment to the Constitution of the nature
that Prof, John mentions, but the amusing thing is that that
assurance wes given to me in a letter dated 18th February by
vhich the Home Secrectary invited me ob behelf of Government

to be the Chairmen of the Commission) That assurance wag
repeated to us severel-$imes during the 1ntarki;zgnthn. But
Government did not honor the assurance that they would introduce
an Amendment of this nature during the Budget session. In fact
that 18 one of the three reasons I gave for my resignation,

All that seems to have happened since then is that the Home
Secretary managed to samjhao FProf, John with platonic assurances
which I found utterly unconvineing when Frof,John tried to

induce me to desist from the course on which we had decided.



Indeed, in one of his letter to me dstax=33nd-¥ay, Prof, John
made the rhdiculous suggestion that I should write once again
% the Prime Minister as if the fallure to receive & reply to
my earlier two letters was not enough and we should submit
ourdelves to a third rebuff |}

I hold the view that for me to have delayed my resignation @ffer,
beyord—318t-"uy, es desired by Frof, John, in the absence of

@ reply to the two letters would have been to betray a lack

of dementary selferespect,
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Prof. John has implied that you acted in haste in sending in
your resignation, He maintains that the Centre had assured you
all t at it would move an amendment to the Constitution making
it obligatory for the Centre and State Governments to report
the steps taken by them on the recommendations of Minorities
Commission - What do you have %0 say about that ?

Every man has his own yardstick about what his self respect

demands., lhe fact that there were two letters that I had

written to the Prime Minister, one dated 27th 4pril on behddf of the
entire Commission and approved by the Commission and the other
Jointly signed by Prof, John and myself on May 9, and that

neither of them had even been acknowledged by the Prime Minister

is in my view adequate reason for resigning, quite apart from

the numerous other reasons of substance we had stated in those
letters.,

i1t is perfectly true that Uovernment had assured us that

1t would move an Amendment to the Constitution of the nature
that Prof, John mentions, but the amusing thing is that that
assurance was given to me in a letter dated 18th February by
which the Home Secretary invited me ob behalf of Government

to be the Chairman of the Commission., That assurance was
repeated to us sewersi=times during the interﬂ'%ths. But
Government did not honor the assurance that they would introduce
an Amendment of this nature during the Budget session. In fact
that 18 one of the three reasons I gave for my resignation.

All that seems to have happened since then is that the Home
Secretary managed to samjhao Prof, John with platonic assurances
which I found utterly unconvineing when Frof.John tried to

induce me to desist from the course on which we had decided.
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Indeed, in one of his letter to me detms=—23mt—Fmy, Prof, John
made the rediculous suggestion that I should write once again
to the Prime Minister as if the fallure to receive a reply to

my earlier two letters was not enough end we should submit

ourbelves to a third reduff }

I hold the view that for me to have delayed my resignatiom 7, T.er
beyend 3ist sy, o8 desired by Prof, John, in the absence of

@& reply to the two letters would have been to betray  lack

of dementary selferespect,
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