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NEWDELHTI,

' Mm'
g“’f “; I have the pleasure to present you herewith
‘ ‘mpyaithaAppnll\thdtothaGhiaf!ﬂnllm

A ol
) }H \\l’r\ and Minister for Education, Govermment of Orissa on

behalf of the Writers, Publishers and Printers of Orissa.

I request you to kindly go thrwghthapa.gu-
and vehdise the grave situation the education of our
children and our literatures &ha going to face as a
vesult of monopolisation of Text Hooks by the Gm:rr—;—*
ment and the Board of Secondary Education. :

If possible, may 1 vequest you to kindly express
your valuable opinion in this regazd in the interest of
the public either through mews paper or communicate the
same to the addeess given below.

Yours sincerely, ]

AN AN
( 54' atra )

C/0 Grantha Mandir, Cuttacke?2.
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AN APPEAL
TO
THE CHIEF MINISTER
&
THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION, ORISS A

To consider the serious evils of Nationalisation of
Text-Books—to the Education, Culture and
Literature of Our Nation and take
necessary remedial measures

forthwith.

From :

PUBLISHERS
PRINTERS

ORIYA WRITERS



A9 THE CHIEF ! OF EDUCATION,
MINISTER & THE MINISTER
GOVERNMENT OF ORISSA, BHUBANESWAR

SIR,

We, the printers, publishers and writers of Orissa prayerfully submit
. the

' o facts about how the so-called nationalisation of
:f:’{c}-?ooj;:su :s]tl:rtf:&]m;;ngthu previous Government is going to 'affet-:t m_ost
adversely our literature, education and culture and above nII., how it is go;ing
to wipe out of existence, for absolutely no fault of the publishers, an 81:1. re
irreplaceable class of skilled and experienced people who hm'_e made . glox lous
contributions to national development, for your sympathetic consideration

and necessary action.

1. That the unjust and uncalled for Smf—e-moH{)puh'sah'fm of School
Books production having been taken up by 'ﬂw. previous Government, all on
a sndden, without ever consulting the Edueationists of the land, was a 5]1;?@
academic fraud foisted on the country under the pretext of rer_m.'gammntmn
of syllabus and text-books, is proved beyond any doubt, by the fact, Ehat not
any experienced or specialised academician in the line, but an old L_-r.m_ml'( 8
worker, who never had any asspeintion whatseever with the IEducation De-
partment, was put in charge of the whole organisation, to everybody’s
utter amazement. [t was, it seems, to provide a job to a political worker the
whole project was abruptly started, riding rough-shod over all educational,
democratic, humanitarian and eivilised principles. It behoves any civilised
Government to give at least a chance to the supposed culprits to explain
themselves. But here was a case of flagrant and eculpable injustice com-
mitted by a Government in snafching away the means of livelthood of a
whole class of people just because a Comrade had to be provided for.

2. That, this socalled nationalisation had not the blessing of a single
educationist worth the name in our whole Republic and has been, on the

other hand, vehemently opposed by that entire noble class, barring, may

he a few, is a well-known fact. All the Viee-Chaneellors of India assembled in
New Delhi turned down even the late Prime Minister Nehru'’s suggestion
that production of school text-hooks should he an exclusive State under-
taking.

(Hindusthan Standard—Editorial)

3. That this uncalled-for and unjustified State monopoly of text-hooks
abruptly initiated by Government in the most aggressive and dictatorial
manner though vehemently opposed by educationists as stated above has
already worked havoe in a vital sector of our national life, the present Gov.
ernment should realise betimes so that, the total consequences in mno-distant
future, may not turn out to he irrevocably disastrous for our culture and
literature.

4. Sir, as a result of this uncalled-for State-venture nearly 100 private-
owned printing presses, binding work-shops and type l'nund;'ics in Ovissa
have closed down or are nearly closing throwing into unemplovment about
3000 skilled workers all over the State whose plight at their 1
burdened with school-going children and ailing wives,
costs of living ean easily be imagined.

middle ages,
with ever-spiralling

—_—
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foreign Government dared not do? After all, all the anti-British and anti—
imperialistic literature, all those stirring poems in Oriya language were
published by the publishers even when the British ruled this land. We too
could humbly claim to have helped the Freedom-fight in our own unostentati-
ous ways. But is this cold-blooded murder after independence the fit
reward for all that?

10. Having accepted Democracy, it behoves us all also to behave as a
really Democratic people and Government. This so-called nationalisation
of school books, against the opinion of all educationists in India and Ovrissa,
which have accepted Democracy as their sole political faith is, therefore
most undesirable and most harmful atdoing no good to anyhody. Every body
in this State knows what stuff the so called Orissa Sahitya Akademi has
produced in the last ten years, at colossal State expenses which is only tax
payers money. These are so unwanted that these cannot dare come to the open
hook-market and face the competition with the products of the maligned
publishers neither in quality nor in price.

11. In a Democracy like ours where a new Government is expected every
five-vears through the ballot box, the school books as well as the syllabi may
be liable to change every five years or even after much shorter periods, under
successive new Ministers of Edueation. The present Government should,
therefore, give due attention to the undesirability of the Party or personality-
based projects started by the previous Governments.

12. Tt may surprise many, that world-famous publishers such as the
MacMillan and the Longmans ete. of U.K. or Random House or MeGraw Hill
of U.S.A. while bringing out books of great writers invest quite a lot of their
money and energy also on text-books in many lands, because quite a good bit
of their financial resources, invested in general literatures comes really out of
these well-prepared text-hooks. General literature is not so profitable a ven-
ture even in those advanced countries, as many people imagine. Hence, the
publishers do try other ways, and text-book-production is a recognisedly res-
pectable means with the entire publishing class all over the world.

And it is not only so with the publishing class in Orissa for all these
hundred years and more but more delicate, precarious and losing. Tn our
neighbouring states of Bengal or Andhra, general literatures arve usually
printed in 5000 copies editions, whereas in Oriya it is brought out in 1000 copies
editions which takes 7 to 10 years to sell. Still if the nation eniové the
poems and novels of a Radhanath, a Madhusudan or a I”akixmoha;nvtoday
it is because not the Government of Orissa but the humble publisher;
hrought them out and they could take up those financial risks simply hevz-mqe
Text-hooks, with their large clientele compensated their small gains or 0\:81;
losses in those sectors. But entively deprived now of their profits out of text-
hooks by this, unjustified and uncalled for State-Monopolisation Process fr.(‘ml't
where shall the publishers get the wherewithal for General literature? A;ld the
text-hooks having been snatched away by the Government. scores of printin
presses in Cuttack and other cities of Orissa are already idle whiéh mzan ﬂ]g
death of an entire industry, so valuable to society for .;.vhich the “‘;tates :
never set up proper substitutes, or recover the big economie lo;s of :%:
Country as huge Capital invested in the printing presses will be idle.
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fact that even in the Communistic State of Soviet Russia, China ;}nd Y_ugoﬁlmria
the prineiple of private ownership has at last heen f:ccefpteti, willy-nilly, after
disastrons experiments in State monopolies, collectivisation m\d.cmpm}mes. Re-
cently Soviet Russia is said to have introduced even the capitalistic Profit-
motive in all their State enterprises.

Will our Government refuse to learn from the flagrant failures of other

people in the same lines?

15. Tt is also too well known by now that in the post-independence India,
all public ventures have not only turned out scandalous but have landed the
nation in financial losses to the tune of thousands of crores of rupees. It is
strange indeed that Governments that have failed so miserably in Steel and
Cement, hope to be suceessful, of all things, in Book-production, as if produc-
ing baoks was much simpler than producing cement. In States like West
Bengal, Gujrat, U.P. and Bihar, distribution of State-produced Text-books
along with their uncertain publications, has also become scandalous.

16, Tt is also worth pointing out that no national paper of any standing
has supported this measure. We have already quoted above the opinions
of Hindu and Hindustan Standard of Calentta who have spoken adversely in

the matter and rightly has now the “Swarajya’ (Nov. 12 1967)-ef-Orissa™

said as follows in its editorial ecomment:

“The harm already done to the nation by the chaotic conditions in the edu-
cational world of ours during the last few years, may not be remedied even in
the next fifty years. The so-called nationalised text-books arve votten by
any standard. We doubt, if ordinary publishers would have eared to submit
such despicable stuff and whether the Education Deptt., would even have
approved them at all. These are not only thoroughly condemnable on acade-
mie grounds, but seem to be bereft of any particular ideal whatsoever, and
cannot be said also to possess any linguistic standard. We wonder if our
Minister of Edueation, has given due attention that this vital matter
deserves'.

17. And we ASSERT also that the word “NATIONALISATION” is a
thoroughly wrong phrase to use in this ease as the project is and shall ever be
doing untold haxm to the nation and the State as a whole.

18, The State text-books, on the other hand, have not proved either
cheaper, ov qualitatively better as already stated above, Behind  their
supposedly nice get-up lie so many facts that are not at all commercially ten-
able. This is most unfair in ecomparison with what the publishers ]H'(l(.lllf-.(‘d
forced as they were to work under many inhibitions, including even prices. of’
our hooks. Nor were they fortunate enough to get Australian Paper and
that too at no cost. Tt is to be considered also how long such gifts will last,

19. And it is highly wrong and unjustified to blame publishers also
fm-ﬂ!(- supposedly bad or unsatisfactory text-hooks. The D.P.I. under whose
‘mprimatur only these hooks could ever hope to come to lis:hf .v.hmﬂd aceept all
moral responsibility for these supposed wrongs which \'.'ll‘l'{"ll]l‘\‘{_‘l‘ communi-
cated to the publishers nor even disenssed :u’ademicallv'ormefesqimml]y
anywhere or any time. The publishers have always been eager fc-L accept



ay} Jo Julgsem-ulelq pue uoleulijoopul Jo Suedul dY} Sv ‘sassooold ansiu
-NUII0D PUE DYSIOSL] UMOUN[[2M SuUla( 2INjRIajl] pue syooq [00yas JO Ajodouowt
2)U)Q ‘¥ A0y UDIP[IYD 11O JO SUORIOUDS 0) UOIJERONPd Py UL OS[E JUSAL
£]oans [[IA (PIYA PUE S[BIOLIO a)u)s Aq pevrjdod o 1049 U Y2IYM 431008 INO
ut opdoad posusradxe pue [ujosn jsoul Jo ssup o[oym T Jno adim INGTIN]
puonjeu ano ofdduo o} L3y axe juiy setorjod [euonuu demorpred sundope 10y
JuauImEIe a} aq jouued LAuvuiror) jse Ay woay ssoxd Sugurid e Jo 10 VIELSTY
woay aoded Jo s1318 eoug yuuds anvIDOWID( O UL ‘ST [[9M 5T oUW
uvsyaedun pue pastpnlerdun “paserqun ue w wepqoxd [ruoyeu [EjA Siy} aspnl
0} ‘ug ‘nok 03 qeedde ‘saojoreyy ‘om ‘uonpad ano dn  Surmwms U

AUVINAS

£93e)s 100d PUE [[BUWIS S} UT SOL}ISIDATU() § SUTABY I0}ju Aqreroads purwop
I[(ISI[HOU I0F BaNJUIA Juiso[ ® o A[PANS [[IM [IIYM SIST)S 959[[09 Ul U0
-g10d0-00 101} J9dxe Lo1) puom Mmoi| ‘PIeOE ATEPUODIS O} YSUOLYY L0 SIA[IS
-watf} Aq J1oye wey) Sutstjodouow £q $3j00¢-3x03 [oops Suiysijqnd yo stoystqnd
oy oardep 0 Sutof s JuowUINAOK) anO JT Jur) ‘drojorayy ‘Surstidins ST 3y
-ajuaado-00 Jou op 103998 ojeard ey Jo staystqud a1y Ju dwn} sagod Ud) UL
a[qrssod aq jou ([ WmMIPOWE 2STNSUE] [PUOISAT JO UOLIUPOIIUL Jef} SULLI} 18I[D
ut paaepap aaey siaded [vUOIjRU PUL SJSIUOTJEINPD ‘VIPUT JO JUIULLLIOAOH) JO
UOLONPS] 0] 9} JO ISIUTY “ouly 1oyS "Iy "SoIpnjs IoySny Ul umipaw
95ENIUR[ [PUOLSOL JO UOMINPOIJUL FUIPILIAI SPIOM MO © uOrjusll 0} Pajjrua
-1od oq Lew om ‘sydurSured snoraerd Ur POYIUINS 918 JRIY [[¥ SOPISOE ‘1T

"JLN0qe JqnOP ISAYSI(S oy Jou AR M ‘S9AI0al(0 O1WPPEILE ABI[D 10
uosta agorrjed Lue [[v aaoqe puv ‘Arpiqisuodser Jo asues ‘Ajuraouls ‘Ajragojur
NemgpoqEaur  Supjoe|] ‘A}SmoAtup) puv preog 9y} pue 9jeys ayj Aq pesunpord
§3(00(-)X9} 91} JO [[¥ Jsowr uwiopuos [[eys usse Armbus aatjaalqo pure pouies|
Auv geyy, gseur] [wanoerdunt pus uo peonpoad syooq wo uopeu Mou v dn
PINg 03 ugawn A[[Eal JUSUIWIDAOY) SO0(] UIBLM [BLIDJSIULUL PUE [BIDLJO JO LBOJ
JO 10 “WISIONLID WIOLJ dJEs 9| [[La 9501} 9snad( Apuoses pue spnpold odey-pox
A (1A 9101} ‘Dsneaaq| 3801 ‘eoe[diouIos M0[D(] UIAD UIRWAL A[einjutl [[eys yons
ST suoneor(nd JUOUIILIDACK) JRI[} PIBLJE 018 2M J1g  “AUp T .L0J Os[1 JSIX9 Jouuny
dogstqnd fue £q poonpoad $3y00(-1x0] SUOLM ‘SUOIJ0AS 989U} J0f OS[¥ S T I '([
ajeredos pue uorranpi AIRPUOVISY PUL S1RULLJ JO Spleog djuiedos oL aLay)
jey aou puy  cAed aiey gsea[ ju 10J ‘UVALS of L|puly] Avul (oL AU 91}
UDALS ‘SOU0 PASI[RUOCIIRL Jif} UL} 3004 10339q aey oonpoad ues sseysignd oy
‘0S[e SNQR[AS MoU U} 0} SUIPIOIIE JUI[} ‘MOU U0AD “odud[[uyo 298 puy ‘0g

‘woY3o} pautepdxe 1oieu arom PIYM STHoIM
107 10 4107 9[qIsuodsor 1oA0U arom Lo} 10AIJBIA 10] PAdIINY pUB powur[q ag
pmoa sxoysiqnd-yooq o3 Moy ‘remod Suluosear souo sessud 3t ‘[vaccdde
ST 93 ysnoxyl ALUO  USIP[LYD [0012S PIYDBAL JulAvy sy00( 19U} puv
T Il M Aq popoarp se ‘s3100q po.tmln.ul Juoje [ Sumiavy steysiqnd T,
"SUOTJUITPUT AE)-[[93 SurdLren ‘srajua sesLi|a[eo LAue per 10A9U O1jay 9SOY} WOLY
sy00(-)x0} posteuoneu oy} ur sosord Aypromun yo erogyerd ayl o} pesesy
aq A[ised uwd ‘sganoxd woTjESI[RUOIIRU PAUNRA [aNUL SIY) A( UIAD POAOLUAL
Aqueap IeyeSoje jou SI wondnrIos JO 199UED BI]} JeI)) POy ‘2ayjo IR 1 g
8} ur L[uie)Ies SBAL 22IMO0S O} ‘roydnLios sem aady} Jr puy ‘SIS qnd
o} A pelouSt J19A9 AIAM (ST J( Autwl os yo Luw jo suorseSSns juiya
0} su Armbue ue o WY oL “JubwsoxdWL 10f sUONSATINS 8, JUWIUIIACY)

{39 )




iy

#0 T

(ol )

i 1d over, for freedom
i i is ancient land of ours, famed all the wor _ !
m?ﬁ“ﬂ?ﬁfé E:J:hought, having accepted Democracy as her way o_f emsifezfac: in
mﬁiem times, must not resort to such undemocratic ways n Putrl_ght vl:te 1{::;.
(I:nf our natiomil commitments. We must follow the examples, in this matter,
our sister democracies of the world.

PRAYER

On all these considerations, therefore, we appeal to you, Sir, tha:fc.
in the name of justice and fair play, in the. name of Democracy, in -the name ﬂr;e
healthy growth of free enterprises as an integral part of Democracy, 1’11_t e
name also of the future of our national hterature. and our .future poets, wri 3;:-
and thinkers and in the name, lastly, of democratic ed_ucatmn, yvou may kindly
withdraw Torthwith this undemocratic and unacademic measure of Stnte Mono-
poly of text-books in Orissa and by the Board of Secondary Education thereby
saving the whole class of writers, printers anc} publishers, hmc_lers apd typo-
grap]{ers who may justly claim to have kept alive the whole_natmnal literature
so far from slow extinction. And we are confident that this 'ae.t of grace and
good judgment of yours, Sir, while providing the nation with better seh_ool
books in all hranches, shall also in the perspective of regional langnage heln_g
the medium for all national purposes, play a most vital 1'0]13 in_ the rapid
development of Oriya language and literature as is being visnalised by the
Government of India.

Yours faithfully
~ Writers, Publishers and Printers

Sd|- Sri Ratnakar Pati (Retd.) Sd|- Shridhar Mahapatro

Professor Pada, Cuttack President, Pathya Pustak
Sd|- Sri Satchidananda Rautroy Prakasak Samiti & Mana-

Cuttack ging Partner, Grantha
Sd!- Sri Kalindi Charan Panigrahi Mandir, Cuttack

Pithapur, Cuttack Sd|- Sri Gobindacharan Patro

Sdl- Dr. Mayadhar Mansing
Thoria Sahi, Cuttack

Sd|- Pandit Surva Narayan Das
Landa Deula, Cuttack

Sd|- Smt. Sarala Devi, Cuttack

Sd|- Sri Radha Mohan Garnayak
Angul

Sd|- Prof. Shridhar Das
Christ College, Cuttack

Sdl- Sri Kalicharan Patnaik
Jagannath Ballabh
Cuttack

Sdl- Sri Gopal Chhotray
Alamchand Bazar,
Cuttack

Sd|- Sri Kartik Kumar Ghosh
Cuttack

Prop. Orissa Book Store
Cuttack

Sd|- Sri Pitambar Misra
Vidyapuri, Cuttack

Sd|- Sri Sarveswar Das
Cuttack Trading
Company, Cuttack

Sd|- Sri Bhikari Charan

Mahapatra

Sarada Bhawan, Cuttack

Sd|- Sri Ramachandra Kar
Orissa Book Bmporium

Sdl- Sri Bhikari Charan Das
New Students’ Store

Sd|- Sri Goknl Chandra Kar
United Book House
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