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PRES ERENCE ADDRESSED BY MR. M.R. MASANI
i:%mx&m ON 25.2.68 (11.00 A.M.) k

"Delhi is very cold and chilly, but I find
Bhubaneswar 1s nice and warm both from political and
climatic points of view", remarked Mr, Masani at a
Press Conference on 25.2,68 at Bhubaneswar.

Mr. Masani visited Orissa for the first
time after the Swatantra-led Government took over power,
his previous visit being more than & year back before
the swearing-in of the present Government. He left for
Calcutta this afternoon to inaugurate the All India
Bank Depositors Association which is to fight chiefly
against the proposed Bill in the Parliament envisaging
to squander away the depositors' money by bureaucratic
and political interference although euphemgtically
called 'Social Control over Banks',

Mr. Masani during his stay at Bhubaneswar
had met the Chief Minister and other Ministers of the
Swatantra Party, the Deputy Chief Minister, Mr. Pradhan
and Education Minister, Shri B.Patnaik of Jana Congress
Party, Dr, Mahatab and also the Governor, ™ I feel satisfied
and I rejoice at the success of the first-year in office
of the Swatantra-led Government in Orissa. I have not
heard any opinion to the contrary so far from any quarter.
All the people I spoke to, conveyed the same satisfaction.
I think the satisfaction is due to these factors

(1) the maintenance of law and order and stability

i.e. maintenance of
stability; peace and the climate of

(ii)secondly there has been com
plete harm with
each of the Parties and between the tggyfartizg
that make the Coalition Government.,
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Government.

By and large, people think a very sincere attempt 1s
being made to élean the administration. To some measure,
the Drisse-x Government have achieved Rajaji's ideal of 9”%
Gs¥ayfmend Government though it is not 100 £ perfect
as no ideal can be expected to be achieved cent percent”,
he continued. ' _ :

He deplored that these healthy aspects of
what has happened in Orissa find very little place in
the National Press. May be, when things are good here,
brissl news is no news, He added, "But truth also must
have wings and publiecity of what is happening in Orissa
vould be good for the country and for Democracy. People
who are disheartened at wha:t is happening in West Bengal
and other 8tates, will be heartened to know that something
good was happening in another part of the country.™

To a question regarding the Freedom of
Religion Act, Mr. Masanl sald that there was a discussion
on this matter in the Central Parliamentary Board and
National Executive of the Party, He said, "We felt that
there are All-India implications., BSwatantra Party is a
champion of minorities, There was some amount of anxieties
in our members from Kerala which has & large number of
Christian population, It is toi%ennnou whether something
can be done to remove the feeling of misgiving, There
c¢an be no controversy that conversion is sometimes carried
out by fraud, threats or inducements ete. which should
be punished. The only matter of anxiety was whether the
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law passed was beyond the needs; and whether perhaps

the law could be so used agito impair the Constitutional
Rights of propagating religion. Mr. Dandeker, the

General Secretary was authorised to discuss this matier
with the State President of the Purty to See how these
fears could be allayed.”

Asked whather he was satisfied that the
local situation in Orissa Jjustified such a legislation,
Mr. Masani sald that the Chief Minister was the right
person to apprise on the point. Continuing Mr. Masani
said, ™ I cannot sit in Judgment on the actions of the
Chief Minister", He added, "Unlike other Parties, our
Party members act in a very free way. Authority 1s not
exercised over them. We do not like to conirol our
Government like other Parties. We do not vant to interfere
in the administration. The question may better be left
to the judgment of the Chlef Minister and his colleagues
who are in office, Their first obligation 1s to the

alectorate nere., The party caucus 1s not brought into

the pleture at all, The first accountupilitvy of a Member
of ament amber of Assemb is to the people

the second 1s to the Party. The Party should not be dominant
over the people. OQur Government is free to act in a free
manner for the good of the poople., Of course, when National
interest is involved we will take interest.” 3
Asked whether the Swatantra Party is g.&::;zﬁ
any difficulty over the Rajya Sabha Election here, he said,

" 1 think this is & false impression., First of 21l no choice
can be unanimous, Unanimity is very rare. Unaniaity is

alvays an enforced unanimity as you found in the case of
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election of Me. Kamraj., Whether for & leader or a :
Chief Minister or a Rajya Sabha candidate, there has
to be selection by a Pody. 8o far as this particular
point is concerned, the State parliamentary Board
of the Swatantra Party recommanded four names in order
of priority to the Central Parliamentary Board, which
nominated the two =and the :lati:ar is final., 8o far as
the Central 0ffice is concsrned, we only act on the
recommendation of the Stats Party. The two candidates
nominated by the Party for Orissa are (1) Shri Sundarmani
Patel and (2) Shri Krushna Chandra Panda,"

P:8.P. Hescolitions

Asked to comment on the Pesolutions
passad by the P,S5,P, to withdraw support from the
Coalition Governmemt in Orissa, Mr., Masani said,
"P,8.P. bsing in Opposition, naturally they will raise
issues that may be eritical. I do not attach much
practical significanc¢e to it, When in Oppeosition, we
were criticising those vhe were in office them., So this
is not enything uncommon, We want to co-operate with
&ll Non-€@ommunist Parties,™

Being Informed that tha P,8.P. would bring
a No-Confidence Motion against the presant Government,
Mr. Masani said, ™ I do not know anything about it.
Ho (the Chief Minister) can tel) vom the background and
the detalls of the so-called alienation of support.
1 cannot be of any help. The 2,8,P. are in Opposition.
They have every right to eriticise,"

Regarding his 'Discussion with M, L.As.
of the Joint Party, ®™Mr, Masani said, ™ It was ju.t an
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exchange of views with the Chief Minister, Deputy Chief
Minister; other Ministers and some individual non-official
members, But the story of Orissa is not being projected
outside Orissa well, If some thing good happens, the story
shoula be carried to the people. The people should lmow
that some thing is happening here which is distinctly
¢ifferent from what 18 happening in Vest Bemgal, or Bihar
or U,P. The Indian people should know that some thing
good 1s happening in scme part of India., My feeling 1s that
an assertive Public Relations Programme is called for in
Orissa," “
oW S8

Regarding C.M.'s visit to outside the
State and his call to the Industrialists to come to
Orissa to set up industries, he said, " You want to have
then make investment. So you have to go out and get the
capital, Government of India is doing that. They have
opened offices abroad which are called 'International
Investment Centres', There is m such an office in Delhi,
auother in Wew York and another in London perhaps. The
whole idea is to sell Indiu in the world market so that
Yoreign capital will come, You must talk to Publie Relations
people, You must go %o the investment mrkef;. Mr., Morarji
Desul goes abroad and he is partiml;rw skilful. He tries
to sell. I feel Orissa needs eapital, You cannot have it
unless you go out, "

Erohibition Policy

Asked why the Swatantra Party is fighting shy
of the decision 1t took on its revised Prohibition Policy,
Mr. Masani sald, " My thinking is Swatantra Party is to be
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pore assertive in interpreting and explaining the poliey

of Government.”
To & guestion why the Public Relatlons

Department or meazbers of the Ruling Party did nothing %o
countar the demonsiration of Prohibitienists at Bhubaneswar
and Cuttack, Shri B.§.Singh Deo, Chiei Minister said,

WThe Colleetor allowed some cf the paople to speak in

favour of prehibition, There are all sorts of people who
have got inte that - the Sarvodaya people, the Gandhi-ites,
some Congressmen and others, Some of the people who partici-
patad in that do not believe in prohibition. Those who made
appeal from the plotform to the bldders, not only failed

in their attempt, but also exposed themselves by making 1t
& platform for political propaganda instead of a prohibition
appeal. This exposure is also for the good,™

front of

Asked about the Labour Front of the
bwatantra Party, Mr. Masanl said, "The recent circular of
the Central Q0ffice re-explains our attitude to the Labour
policy. Our members should take interest in the developing
, of Trade Unions. We should not endeavour like other
polisical parties in capturing Trade Unions, We should offer
our services as advisers, helpers and Sevaks of the workers,
but not as leaders. Wherever workers want us, we will do it
on non~political, non-party line,

Sommunist Party

To a question regarding Swatantra Party's
demand to ban the Commmity Party, Mr. Maseni said,
"It is true that in U, P. impediately after the General
Slaction we made a very sharp departure from our policy
not to join any coalition with the Communists, That was in
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February-March, By May, the National Executive of the
party decided that the Swatantra Party will not join any
coalition ¥ith the Commmists, Soon after i.e. tn July
our participation in U.P. Government camo o/ end. Then
came Tuvalbari snd Gheraces in West Bengal. ©n 23rd July,
we took the view that the Commmist Party is a danger

4o Tndis und the Communist Party should be eliminated f{rom
the West Bengel Government., 9hat Party should be banned
snd the Commmnist Ministers ejected fram Mr. AJOY Mukher=
jee’s Csbinet, They were & clear aanger. Our view 1is
that Banning of & Farty should bpe reduced to?mininun.

It is a gquestior ci timing., There are certain periods of
time when it is necessary Go ban some pellitical parties.
In 1562 when the Chinese attacked India, we wanted banning
the Communist Party, We dropped the demand when fighting
stopped, The attempt of the Communists at Nuxalbarl was
foiled by the maturity of the people of éest Bengal and
by bre P.C.Ghosh &nd My, Dharanvira, We have only one
member in West Bemgal, We asked him to jein with Dr,Ghosh.
- Fe has helped Prafulla Pabu to hold the fort against the
Comrunists, We beliove the Comamunist-dominated United
¥ront Government in Bengai should have been dismissed at
the tize of Nuxalbari. Our feeling is, 'Dismissdem of the
U.F.Government came very late', We believe that banning
of Communist Party should precede any election in West
Bengal, President's Rule should continue as long as it is
necessary, bus before fresh elections the Communist Party
Should pe banned", Asked whether he mesns bananing of the

Loft or might Comunugt, #r., Mesani said, "We refuse to
choose betwesn the two evils,"




Uttar pradesh
Regarding Uttar Pradesh, Mr. Masani said,

wg.V.D. has failed, The Swatentra Perty has withdrawn ‘f1
from 8.V.D, Tre support of Svatantra Party was to be |
only £o long as Mr, Charsn Singh vas the lsader,”

Merger betwesn Syatentra § Jana Sangha

Kegarding Merger between Swatantra sad
Jene Bangha, Mr. Masani sald; ™ The prosnact of marger
petween Swatantra Party and Jans Sangha is nilZ, Offers
for co-operation made by the Swatantra Parh}" have met
with negetive response. Mr. Balraj Madhok wanted to
co-operate ¥with us, % wnfortonately he failed to convince
his perty. We will be prepared for limited forms of
co-operation in regard to alloeation of seats, in
elections to the Rajya Sabha and such like limitodl
objactives. But at the Party level, tha metter nas
ended." To a question whether Swatantra Party shonld
not demand banning eof non=sacular nartias ke Jana
Sengha 2nd Muslim Leasme, Mr, Masani satd, "Jina Sengha
is not an anti~-National Party."’

Lkaguags, Issne

Regarding Ianguage Issue, Mr, Masani
said that vhe Swatantra Partv has not developed a
language Plan or Programme yet, "™ Cur policy is not
to got entangled in side issves and miss the main
problems., Our mombers ave free to telke any stand on
the language issue.® Mr, Maseni ccntinuaed that vhsn
the Swatantra Party wes formed in 1959, aven st tAat time,
" We felt that certain #rivwial 1nsmes fuoh A® re-organisa-
tion of States and the 'allied isenes of language, are
coming to the fore, In view of this we took the decision
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that we would confine our Party FProgramme to baslie soc¢lo-
;ommiu problems at home and international relations
abroad und on masters oi boundaries and language the rarty

would abstain from vaking & stand and give the menbers freedom
That stand has been vindicaved by

of expression ana vote.
more recent developments and 1 am glad that my party is not
participating in the hysteria of squabbling and quarreling
over such side issues whare the basic 1ssuas of protecting
people's 1ife and property and maintaining order snd Progress,
& providing food and other needs of the peopis are being
negleclad," ' ;

Askad why the Swatantra Party is kesping
silent whan the language agitation has set the whole South
indla on fire, Mr. Hasanl said, "we are acting as a fire
brigads., We are not kseping silent. When some body goes
crazy, the psychiarist tri=g (o romove\khia obaession md
bring bim back to his former staie of mind. We are playing
& tierapsutic role by nol joining any side.®

Continuing, Mr, Masanl saiq, ™ Qrissa is
very much free frou confusion of language. Rajaji mace a
kind of last mioute proposal = to the Prime Minister saying,
"Let there be a moratorium on this issue; stetus quo should
continue until pecple mmimkxdewnm quieten Gown ané bLecous
sensibla: let it be kept ia cold storage, Some time later
on{ it can be taken." But no body listened to it, T};Q
Prime Minister said, " No, ve cannot wait.®

Partz Llae on Language Issue

"Our alternate motion which wa.; rejected by
majority, said thus :

"This House having considered tiig mabter
comat %o the following comclusion, namely, that in the
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interest of the autonomy of educational institutions (Uni-
vorsities and others) and the rights of parents to choose
for their own child, the medium of imiwx instruction,

this House cansiders that this is an issue vwhich is

outside the scope of the House, "
"gjovernment, Parliament and politlelans have

notﬁ_ing to do with langmage, It 1s a matter hetween

‘teachar,', parent and child. Politiclans have no right to

interfere in the medium of instruetions. They should not

makes language any eriterion for grants. Swatantra Party's

position on langunage issue is that lsnguage is not part
-

of politiecs. CGovernment should not tilt the scale as

between languages, As on economic matters, on language

Icrur Party's policy is consumer praference,™

Control. on Movement of Rice by Orissa Govt,
Asked to comment on the eontrol policy of

Orissa Government and the ban order for free movement of
rice, Mr., Masani said, "This 1s an interesting subject.
];t is capable of many points of view in many situations.
Ve stand for removal of Zonal barriers., We want free
market. Bo far as Orissa is concerped, it is for the
Covarnment of Orissa to work out in a pragmatic way
vhat 1s best emnd in accordance with the wishes of the
poople of Orissa, We do not like to suggest any thing
to'Orissa Government. Our view is that the policy should
be such as would encourage and give an incentive to
increased agrienltural production,

(1) Incentive to the eultivators to produce more,

(2) Maintain soeial justice as between different
classes, Justice to the cultivators in getting a good
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priceo for the produce based on fair parity betwesn sgricul~
tural cnd industrial prices which has been denisd for
generations now, On the other gide meoting the needs eof
non-cultivating populations, both urban and rural, for
their essential Tood needs which is also basic human vants.
The prohlem of social justice,~the demand of the agricul=-
turists for hisher price,-should be met.

(3) Tonest book-kesping. That means whatever
subsidy is glven troatﬁe Class to another, should be
identified, It nhouldf_ba suppressed anu kept hidden from
viev. The fact that the eultivator s helping such and
such elements should be justified,™

Asked whether he was speaking of bock-kesping,
keeping in view tho subsidy given by Madras & Kerala Govern=-
ments over foodgrain prices, Mr. Masanil said,,\" ¥henevey
a section of the pnblie 1s given a subsidy, it should be
identifiable, You can protect an industry in two ways. You
may give subsidy or ereate g tariff barrier, If you like
that some poorer classes should be given food at chieanar
rates than the market prica, do not cover 1t up, to not
hide the fact of subsidy, If there is any subsidy in food
price, you say that we are subsidising it at ths cost of
80 and so. Orissa Govermment s following & pragmatic
policy in deciding 1ssues on praetical lines. ®

Nati varnm o

Asked to comment on his earlier view for
formation of National Gover~ment nt *the Centre, Mr. Maseni

said, "National Government 18 a misnomer, It means inclusioa
BX of Communists also,

of Democratic Unity.

80 technigally we are for a Govt,
Sueh a Government ean be formed at
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the Cemtre on an agreed programee of work, The present
governueat is incapable by its own canstituticn to solve
the basie problems of the comntry to-day. Their whole volley
4s inflationary. Mr, Morarji Desai sakd that he would not
tolarata deficit fineneing, Fut six wonths later, he sald
that there can be ne ssecaping from defielt financing
which was Bs,350 erores, He 1s a good man, no doubt.
He tried it, but falled,®

"Our view is that a Government of Democratie
Unity with 75 % of the comntry behind it, can ban the
Communist Party. The present 28 % Congress Government is
hesitating to ban the Communist Party. In many ways like
this, the present Congress Governmant is not capable of
solving the country's problems, ‘We want a Government in
India, a good Govarmment to mainta2in order and stability,®

It 1s unlikely that this Govornument will
last its 5-year term, My faear is that if it is not replaced
by o Government of Denmoecratic Unity. aconomic sitnation
and law end order will further dsteriorate. It will be
difficult to maintain tho present form of Governmant.
Bventually India will go on the road of Indonesia, Pakistan
and Greece, As a demoecrat, I would deplore such things
hanpening, The proecess of Parliamentary Democracy in India
is very much on trial in every practical semse and not in
theoretical sense, If the politielans in India will not
behave better, India will make = mistake, If &;m:rtss will
not be thrown out demoeratically, democracy wiil be in
danger,

Land Revepue.
Asked to comment on the abolition of Lena
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Revenue in Orissa, Mr. Masani said, " We welcome 1%t Very
sueh., That is part of our programme, Orissa is short of
sunds and for this, sxpenditure should be cut down. The
financial burden left on Orissa 1s beyond 1its capaecity to
baar, Quits a.pa.rﬁ from the grants-in-ald coulng from Centre,
non-productive Covernment expanditure should be cut down.
1t ia a legacy of the past. As you lmow retrenchment is a
painful process, But surplus people beyond the needs of the
Bte;ta have to be retrenched, The cure is not to go on taxing
people, The cure iz to eut down radically unproductive
expenditure by keeping the budget at a lower level, not
by raising taxation. To-day Orissa is living on capital,
Cut down expenditure. Do not raise taxation. These are
basle things."

Kateh ,

Asked to comment on the implementation of
iQutch iward, Mr. Masani said, "Government of India having
goneé to the Internatlonal Tribunal, now they have Lo
honour the award. The honour of the ecouniry remires that
the award should be implememted, Whether it was right for
Govarnmsni® to go in for a:bit.ration, that is another
question. Government will have to aocount‘ for it. They can
be held responsible for the loss to the country, Btt:
the awvard must be accepted. "




