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Dear Sir,

In eontinuation of my letter dated J ly 30, 1967,
to the President of India on the Madhya Pradesh erisis to whioh you
very kindly gave extensive publiecity ia your paper this morning, I
am writing this to bring the position up-to-date.

2. In the debates in Lok Sabha, Mr. Chavan, the Home
Minister, stated categorienlly that no imstructions or directions or
advice wore given by the Centre to the Madhya Pradesh ?ﬂﬂlﬂ in
regard to this erisis. Asked wheiber he had consuited the Centre

befo @ proroging the House, the Madhya Pradesh Governor sald yosterday
in Bhopal that 'he had done so t0 the extent the Const itution permits.
These two statements are, therefo:o, contradicotory and the matter
calls for an explanation from the Home Minister. Doth tlﬁ staiements
cannot be true amd obviously cither the Govermor is stating sa untruth
or an insccurate statement was deliberately made by the Home Minister,
Judging the two personalities, people will surely draw their owan
conclusion as to who is telling the truth snd who is guilty of prevari
cation to mt it miMly,

a. Mr. Chovan, with the blind support of tm"conqrpu
beoches, tried to establish the convention thet in all matters inelu=
ding prorogation or dissolution of the legislatures, the Governor is
bound to acoert the advice of the Chief Minister so long m"h is
ocoupying the position of Chief Minister. It, therefo e, follows

that if the Chief Minister of Madhya ’‘radesh now or in the near future
advises the Governor to dissolve the lionse, the Governor 'uu}d be
obliged to do #0 and that the Centre or the Prosidat would sujport

the Govermor in suoh aotim. The Chief Minister of Madhya Pradesh
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num.nnuntmu-mnm i
::‘:.:u“l::.lh: would advise the Covermor to dissolve the o giol®
'm and 0 order u d=term elections. Fven after prorogaotion, advice
for whish must have been given by the Chief Mipister to the Governor |
on second thoughts, or und r instructions from Delhi, the Chief ﬁlllﬂl"
has reitersted his resclve to advise the Governor to dissolve the House !.
Lf he fails to win back the ¢ fecting lerislatore and 1| ses on the
floor of the Mouse when the fHouse is recalled, as it has to be recalled .
pefore the end of July, 1967. Tt is thus olear that Shri Dwarka I'rull_
Mishra is determined, come what may, to stick to office as also not to
congede to ihe Oppositiom parties even shen they have a olear najority,
the right to fo m the Government which the Constitution gives %o them,
And fu thermore, in this process of manceuvring, the Chief Minister
would be fully sssx supported by the Centre on the sm clous plea that
the Governor must, in all gases, agcept the adviee of the Chief Minister
Mr. Chovam made such of the point that this authority of the Chief y
Minister applies to both Congress snd Non=gongress Chief Ministers.

4 The question now arises is what should be done to save the
Constitution from being wreoked or abused by the obstinste will ef &
single individual funotliouning (o the asme of Chief Minjster even vhen
it is patent that he hos Tost the right to be culled the Chiefl Minlaster
by reason of losing majority support in the House. It is Iv re where
both the responsibility and the statesmonship of the Congress Bigh
Comasnd, and partioularly of the Congress President, Shri Xamra), are
attracted, Shri “amraj ousght to rise above the understandable ambition
of Shri Doarka Presad Mishra as also the gonsideration of the domnge of
that may be osused to the Congress Party by one more State g0 ng Nope
Congress. As against that, the Cougress President neods to be rominded
that whot is ssuce for the goose should be saunce for the gander, If
the Chief Minister of Madhya Pradesh ean force dissolution of the

leg islatusre in ord r ¢o retain power in the face of Clear majority
sgainet him, that powdr also would be avatlonle #nd could be excrelised
by the Chief Ministers of Xerale, Madras, Orissa, West Bongal, Bibar,
Uttar “rodesh, Manjab end Haryana, Lif an occasion arise for the ssme.
The Conrress Party will then squeal, good snd proper, against the
enforeed dissolution deminded and lmsisted upen by the Chief Ministey
of the State when he finds thot he has lost his majority in the House
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and that the Congress Party is iz & pesition to challenge the
Governsent ond to fo m o stable alternative Oovernment. In sueh

cascs, these non-gongress Chief Mianisters may well follow the
example of the Chief Minister of Modhya Pradesh and dissolve the
House and foroe a mid=term election rether tham haand back the seats
of power to the Congress. In my Jdgement, Congress has move 1o
1.8¢ by the precedent sought to de eroated in Madhya rradesh than
to galn apart from the fagt that such agtiion oa the part of an
aggressive and sabitious individual whatever part ho moy have
played in King-making in resent ast, wonid wean the doom of demo-
oracy in this young republie of ours. It is fo the Coogress High
Comnand %o put Shri Mishra in his sreoper plaee and to advise him to
convene the legislature forthwith, to fage the House 1ike o mon, to
resign Af d fested 1like A good demoorat and to peagefully and hono=-
ourably transfer the power to the O position partien !¢ they satisfly
the Governor th.t they command & majority an¢ can forma stable
Govermment. Coagress would not only gaim by such adherence to the
prioceiples of the Constitition, but would 2180 ralse its moral
stature wvhioch is, otherwise, fast disaprearing.

8. If the Chief Minister ie cbetisate, refuses to face
faote and juts pride adbove propriety, shat should be the duty or the
mext move of the Governor ? It is olear toev ry one, and it should -
be pateant to the Govern'r, if he is no blinded by his Congress
background thet Shri Dwarka Prasad Mishra has lost the eonfidence

of the majority of the legislature. It 1s, therefore® Sound’dity

Of the Governor te dismiss the Ministry and to eall upen the leader
of the Oppesition to fora the next Governmeot. This might involve

& race in time between the mowe of the Chief Minister to seek
dissolution of the House and the Governor disnissing the Ministry
thas depriving Shri Dwarks Prased Mishre of the opportunity to tender
odvice a8 Chief Minister for the disselution of the ilsuse. It i»
here shere the impartiality and constitetion-anindedness of the .
Governor comes in and wonld be tested by what he doea, This ia

why wo in the opposition have alweys insisted thet Governors should
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be independent, impartial and non-political,

6. And one word more for my friend Shri Dwarka Prasad
Mishra under whom I had the privilege of working as Secretary Local
Self-Government in the them Central Provinces of Berar for over
three years in the course of which I built up an abiding and affec-
tionate relationship with him which I cherish till today. He has
known wilderness and has emerged therefrom stronger than ever before
even though people had felt that in this case wilderness was a total
eclipse because of the strong antipathy towards him of the then power-
ful man in the country. Similarly, 1f he goes and sits in the
opposition now, I have no doubt that history would repsat itself in
his case and that given time and patience, he would emerge stronger
than what he was even as Chief Minister of Madhya Pradesh, He mmst
have faith in his own undoubted and abundant abilities, but, he must
also have the magnanimity of seeing the writing on the wall bowing
out of office now in the name of democracy, decency and morality,

Thanking you,

Yours faithfully,

(c.c. DEsAI)

Co.to: Shri M.R, Masani, M.P.,

2, Tughlaq Road
New De lhi. ' A e A O




