&

hoos _has shown that
" the idea of a bloc is no longer
E:nh pursuing,” Mr. M. |
-Masani, the Swatantra chair-
* man, told pressmen here after
" a meeting of the party’s Central
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‘:jnl:pnsu and if there are elections to
. the Assembly,"

Itm;h,oﬂaﬂﬁedahatmae-
~_cision does n;a mean “‘we l_l'eI averse 1o
- m merger of our parties into a new
l"llm." Replying 10 & question whether
the Swatantra would take the initiative
for a merger, Mr. Masani said he did
not think so “unless the general coun.
of the party decides o i
The general council as also the na-
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bloc or {iro it
in Parliament

| HE Party has decide any
{ * or front i‘n-rnrmmt with its alliance partners.

A slalement nary
board directed the party
mmmmmt to - | to

ey could do so “for State|ing.

|Swatantra group leader

NEW DELHI, March 20.

er
been given & mandate to
cfmtiﬁm a3 they wish is unfound-
ed and belied by the figures of vot.

Mrs, Gandhi's was still 3 "minority"
Government, claimed Mr, Masani for
the ruling Congress had not succeeded
in getting more than 41.64 per centl.
of the voles polled. It had failed to
reach anywhere near getting & majority
of those who voted or even one-fourth
of the entiré electorate.

The Swatantra Party took the view
that the newly-clected Lok Sabha
Ydoes not reflect fairly the will of he
people, which has been grossly dis-
torted by an absurb over-representation
of the ruling party and a cruel under-
representation of all Oppasition groups,
including the Swatantra Party, in terms
&[elhe popular support mobilised by

m."

Mr. Masani attributed this “distor-
tion” to the election system, dubbing
it “faulty and archaic.” He stood in-
stead for the system of proportional
representation.

In one respect, the elections had
made the Government ‘clearly ac-
countable" to the people for its actions,
It could “no longer take shelter be-
ind any excuse such as dependence
on_the communists and other parties”

The Parlinmentary Board said the
success of the ruling party was due
to “revival of the cull of personality
and the use of maoney power.”

“Among the reasons for the defeat
of the alliance candidates was the ah-
sence of a common programme.™ This
had _proved o be “a gify to the Prime
Minister.” The Swatantra Party had
been insisting on & common Program-
me and was opposed to the slogan of
;"‘!ﬁm hatao," ™' Mr. Masani said—

Masani says he is a

victim of the front

NEW DELHI, March 20: An
architect of the four-party alliance,
Mr. M. R. Masanj (Swa.), said today

was one of its victims,

The Swatantra Party chairman was

At & press conference here if
lhet;lhuncc had done any good to his
party.

The front had “mixed” results, he
said, Surely, the Swatantra hi i

from s
constituencies, while in others it had
the adverse effect.

“Take =y own case™ said Mr,
Masani who lost his Rajkot  sear. “1
am one of the victims of the front,
even though 1 am its architect.”—P T,].

NEW DELHI, March 20: Mr. P,
K. Deo, Swatanira member from
Qcdissa. was 1oday clected leader of
the ecight-member Swatantra Eroup in
the Lok Sabha.

Mr. H. M. Patel will be the depuly
leader and Mr, Pilaa Modi, secrelary
n;l_b:hnp.

Swalantra parliamentary rty
today elecied My, Dahyabhai ?‘.tls:

chairm ot i
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