By M. R. MASANI
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Ram
Al Pa
1 also took
harlal wife,
sweet and gentle soul,
dedicated politically to the na-
tional cause, Her sincerity made
e i "8 s
at the plan we had drafted and Congress wo :
‘Amon W wag Feroze
ing to give us the suB- (onihi “who was a young man
ed,

. . he was
Before  we part 1 banded ‘n his teens, I gathered

over to Jawaharlal a letter dated

December 19,

igh he was cons

We were both  soclalists
he was therefore natyrhlly res-
and sympathetic to what
had to say, Jawaharlal looked

weslernized men
iderably nlﬁrd

devoted to Kamala—a case of
, calf-love as some people thought,

Dear Pandit Jawaharlal, A LOVELY WOMAN

Kome of us Congressmen in

Dual Character Of An Emerging’

the A
i ruism and Indian
te
as a good
the

o 3
impe

appéaling to the Swarajist

ders not to take any final deci-

sion without giving the rank and

e of Congressmen, who had

borne the brunt of governmental

repression during the last two
rs, a

chance to have their

say

lea-

This opening gambit reflected

Crwamnuchasd TR 4l

s

One morning’ at breakfast al clearly the dual character of the
Anand Bhavan, Jawaharlal, sit- emerging Congress  Seclalist
ting at the head of the table, group On the one hand, it was
with Kamala on his lelt and me

Bombay who are socialists
Wre attemgzt;g to form =a

Congress ialist Group or
Part

5. )
We feel that the lead you
have given to the Congress
und to the couniry by em-
phasizing  the necessity of
tak! up a ' consclously
socialist and tnti-imgcmlht
position should be followed
by the organization of social-
* lsty within the Congress,
The Group it is proposed
to form would carry out the
purpose vou have in view by
placing before the Congress-
men and the public our
province (or, may be presi-
dency) a programme that
would be socialist in actio
and objective,
The Group would do so-
elasist  propaganda = among
rank and file Congressmen
with a view to converting
the Congress to an accept-
of sociallsm, We would
carty on  propaganda
a the workers (and
S tllS'lunal thahs?rnil tln:e
= pamicipating in the’ v to
d=5" economic struggles, ~
1t would hearten.us to
know that in the formation
of such a Group we shall
hl:: your approval and sup-
m .

on his right, Feroze Gandhi’s
. name came up in conversalion,

Joawaharlal turned to me play-

fully and asked: “Minoo, can

imu imagine anyvone falling in
- ave wi

hesitation in s&:\:"mf:
fact, I could fall in love with her
myseif "  The reply elicited a
faul from Jawaharlal and a
ovely smile from  Kamala,
She was mot ,  beauliful
but, when her face lit up with
a smile, she could look quite
lovely, Jawaharial was very kind
and gentle with Kamala™ who
was already ailing with what I
discovered was a bad case of
tuberculosis. [ did not then know
that she was to die of that
scourge within a couple of. vears,
. Armed with Jawaharlal's 'ﬁfur
of support for the formation of
a Congress Socialist Group, 1
called a meeting of socialists in
Bombay Presidency. as it
then ealled, On that da
ary 25, 1984, the Boy psf-
denﬁ;’ﬂnpﬂm Sociallst ™ Group

was
to have any
President or Chairman of our
group but agreed that the Chair-
man of each meeting, who would
be different, would be elected
at that meeling. There were to
two Secretaries, Pursholtam
Trikamdas and myself, Later
\ Yusuf Mehera]jﬁ replaced Pur-
‘the shottam and he and 1 worked
1N together closely as Secrelaries
for many years
fn“et'“ﬂoim&w cagne with :h:
rmation e Bihar Socialis
hosp ity O receive Jawaharlal's Party. The dfopping of the word
feopality on  several occasions “Congress” from the name Was
om then on till my first retire- hg no medns ap_accident. Pur-
sho 1

“Yes, In

Yours Fraternaliy,
M. R, Masani
On the same day, Jawaharlal
gave me a lelter in the course
formation o sosiane
on of soc
e Congress to mfm
ideology of the Congress

the country”. o

1 "
fickleness

ment from polities in 1938, 1 ttam Meherally an
1939, 3 d did
mlto develop considerable not like it, but we accepted the
s E and  admiration * for deviation, unfortunately the first
a'itl'ml ough il was never un- ;;il mnsé tth?inw_ In May 1034,
i was decided 1o conve th
I found him & man of moods, First Al India Congrzss ,';‘:d,]i,ﬁ
and ﬂéll‘llehhlt from time to Conference in Patna
i 'fﬂg‘{[’“ he would be warm A paraliel development was
o :rTl‘:‘ui put his arm the ation of the Swaraj
. w::{u; e next day ke Party which the constitulional
ml past you with hard- apd parliamentary minded peo-
J! lg ‘]1:3':!. of recognition, When ile among Congressmen were
I,“,ﬂl:.m! compared notes ahogt in%ing into existence in order
] o'?’%h had to cut the losses of the defeat
_lll ] of a ::liqh tht; Congress had sustain.
1y Apother eminine vrai 1 fouod movament of 190500 e
Wﬂ'l COVness i
in résponding to  any request 3'3?1“5 fz" reai“ ‘R::;hr:ﬁ ‘glee
ﬁfg‘f"\";ol""t}m:]ﬂu}-?r“r.::s 11113 Say. ]tiuu.'.! and functioning !z the
No. ¥ re one islat i
|ich | incident, 1" was staving which was Tater b haautution.
| the Congreex ;na.:-tnli-ﬂ 3:-3?- ?_I'!d' Government of India Act nf 1a2=

W, B, TURr A
4am Trikamdas

a
other, it was a group of radical
afid militant nationalists who felt
they were giving
the aspirations

who till then had been prepared

my wife?" 1 had no tp follow unguestioningly the
p provided: by Mahatma

leadershi
Gandhi_

NATIONALISM.

This second chacacteristic  of
the Congress Socialist Party was,
when one looks back, as funda-
mental as the other, Indeed it
would be fair to say that the
support we young men gathered
about us almost immediately and
the influence we came to exer-
cise by the mid-thirties , was
perhaps due more to our militant
nationalism than to our socialist

amme, This was no
means a cold-bioeded manoeuvre
such the

and [, among
others, were ardent natlonalists,

‘“What,” I asked those pre-
sent_ “is the work in the coun.

, what is the mass activity
which the Swaraj Party is going
to reflect in the Assembly? . In
spite of all the vague talk of
constructive work, the winning
of elections seems to be the be-
all and the end-all of their as-

pirations, What, I ask you,are you

offering to the thousands upon
thousands of young Congressmen
who haye - returped from jail?
Are you going to ask them to
canvass votes for your candidates
once every three or five years?
1s that' a programme thatl is ]ike-
1y to enthuse ardent triots?"
HjI then went an rl.tn tell them of

e programme of the Congress
Socialist Party which reilu:dg for
its atlainment on the pariicipa.
tion by the Congress in the day-
to-day  economie Struggles of
peasants and workers

My speech must have sounded
somewhat impertineny to  the
llberal gentlemen present each
of whom had a long and fine re-
cocd of publie service, Nonethe-
less, it was received very kindlw

From Ranchi we all’ trekked
down, after the meeting. to
Paina—T for the Socialist con-
fﬁ-uncs that was in the offing on
May 17, and the others to attend
a meeting of the AICC in the
same city a couple of davs later
;‘;‘ta‘o:; (R:’;ffrﬂ:lce it was decided
should ha .'T.‘.'f‘?.-*';?“?““ Party

ist development: on the

expression to
of Congressmen
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