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Crisis brewing in
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Bombay Swatantra

| By A Siaff Reporter

A major crisis is confronting
the Swutantra Party in Bombay,
the city of itg birth 14 years ago,
with the party ranks split over
the {ssue of merging itself in the
\proposed multi-party Opposition.

The crisis has been reflected in
a flurry of resignations reportedly
submitted by top city leaders of
the party as they do mot want to
have anything to do with the
merger proposal being propagated
|by party President Mr Filoo
nfnd , MP.

The oppasition to the merger
hag grown so intemse that the
Maharashtrg unit of the Swatan-
tra Party, ot a recent meeling,
rejected the presidert’s proposal
and demanded that the Swantan-
tra continue to function as a
separate entity, The mergér move
has been opposed by Madras and
Delhi units also.

The crisis 1g likely to come to
% head at the national conven-
tion of the party being held in
New Delhi on August 4 and 5.
tWhlIe Mr Piloo Mody has ju.uti‘ﬂsd

\J Mr. Masani has suggested {hat
¥ |

i{he formation of a  multl-party
opposition 1o the Congresg ag a'
national alternative to the ruling
party, opponents of the move:
pointed out that major non-Con-
gress parties like the Jana
Sangh, the Congress (0) ete were
not going to join the fronbl

In a bid to avert the split in
the party, Mr, M. R. Masani, one
of the co-founders of the party
and its former President, on Tues-
day sent on to the Party's Central
Office a draft resolution calling
on its Delhi convention to vote to
convert the Swatantra Party into
a non-political service organisa-
tion.

According to Mr. Masani's re-
volutionary proposal, the Swatan-
tra Party should eschew electoral
and parliamentary activities at
both Union and State levels, It
would at the same time give free-
dom to individual partymen fo
join the new multi-perty opposi-
tion if their conscience %0 wanted
them fto. As for those who want-
ed to adhere to Swatantra ||
principles, they would have op-
portunity to do so in a construc-
tive way, I

its new form ag a service or-
ganisation the Swalantra Party
could name fleelf “Swatantra ||
Seva Bangh." Party veterans, how-
ever, gloomily predicted the end
of the party if this resolution
was adopted by the Delhi
convention,

It was learnt that Mr Masani's
proposal duly sonceded that fhe |
need of the hour wms to provide ||
a credible national slternative 1.01
the Congress and hoped the
leadership of the oroposed new
party would continue to muke
ei:!;-:.roﬂs 'Luj draw within iy fold
other major natio i
parties nal democratic
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