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NEW DELHI, August S.

T{E Swatantra Parly was today
heading for a spht following the
decision by iis nalional convennion
1o merge the party with the Bhartiya
_'L;k Dal to be launched on Augusl

Amidst noisy scenes marked by a
scuffle among some delegates, “the
national convention adopted a resolu-
tion by 407 votes 16 53 authorising
tke party President, Mr. Piloo ™Mody,
o dissolve the party and merge it
with the new parly on a date o be
decided in consultation with the Swa-
tanira national execulive. ;

The group led by Mr. M. R, Ma-
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sani, former Chairman of the party,
voted against the merger resolution,
Later, a1 a news conference addressed
hy Mr, Masani, representatives of the
Swatantra units in Maharashtra, Tamul
Nadu, Kerala, Delhi and Haryana
announced their intention 1o keep the
party alive in these states if it was
eventually merged with the BLD,

Mr. Masani, who expressed com-
plete disagreement with his senior
colleagues on the merger issue, ac-
cused the leadership of having tam-
pered with the pariy constitution (o
change the composition of the national
convention. As a result, U.P. had
been given undue weightage at the
convention. Of the 483 delegates who
were onginally present from all over
the country, 209 came from U.P. He
was confident that the result at the
convention would have been different
if the U.P. delegation had not been
so large. Things had been managed
in such a way as 1o give preponder-
ance 1o U.P.

HEATED EXCHANGES i

Mr. Masani said that the trouble |
began at the canvention when Mr. |
M. L, Ja_tnv. acting president of the |
Delhi unit of the party, questioned |
the authenticity of delegates from |
U.P. He asked if the party had such
& popular base in U.P.,, why did it

proccedings of the

marked by heated exchanges bei
the pro-Masani Eroup alfd the w::f::

fare so miserably in the assembly elec-
tions early this.year. This evoked
strong protests from Mr, H, K. Sn-
vastava, a member of the national
exccutive from U.P,, and Jed o a
scuffie on the platform,

According 1o other delegates, the
convention were
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| Jayaprakash Narayan, The new parly

| :uu[ not against the basic idea

Masani ical
of new 49
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. mergerists led by Mr, Mody who had

full support of parly leaders from
ﬁdhra. ig.gj:nlhan. B!hnr. Gujarat,
Orissa and U.P.

Although the Masani group found
itself in a hopeless minorily, It 1
determincd to retain the party’s :dc:-
tity at Jeast in five states after the
national executive formally fixes the
date for dissolution and merger with

BLD.
‘Ethr. Masani said that the nlcw"p:l‘::!
would not provide & national altermi=:
tive as claimed .by Mr, Mody and
others, With the Congress (O) and the
Jana Sangh having refused lo merge
themselves with the BLD, how could
it be podsibke”to evolve & tRo-purty |
system? he asked, So long as the
Jana Sangh and the Cong (0O) were
in existence, the new party would be
a non-starter, The only national alter-
native could be provided by  Mr

would not be able to implement the
Swatantra programme and ideology.

He said there was no question of a
split or indiscipling in the parly now.
But il it was dissolved in ferms of the
convention n:\'u!uliun, the various unils
opposing the merger move would
decide their future course of action,

At Mr. Masani's news conference,
a resolution adopted by the Swatantra
stale cduncil in Maharashtra on July
6 was read out. It said that in the
event of a resolution to dissolve the
party beifig adopted by the national
convention, the  Maharashira  unil
would continue to refain its identity
as the Swatantra party and also 1t
Nag.

Mr. Mody who released the resolu-
tion of the convention al a separate
news conference said that he would
call the national executive two days
before the launching of the BLD and
announce the party’s dissolution al-
most simultaneously with the forma-
tion of the new party.

The resolution welcomed the move
to form a national alternative by the
amalgamation of all political forces,
other than the Congress and the Com-
munist Parties. It expressed satisfac-
tion over the fact that a common pro-
gramme had been evolved for the new
party acceplable to the Swatanira. 0t
said that a final announcement about
the dissolution of the Swatantra pary
should be made by Mr, Mody afier
the national executive had  reviewed
the situation, The convenlion was con-
fident, that Illl'.m'\\' party waould far-
ther the objectives of the Swatanim
pary,

I'he resolution said that rhose mem-
bers who did not want 1o join the new
party would be free to carty on sych
non-partisan  activities “which eschew
all elections as they may choose. in
any'nanié l!l]‘li.‘ll than the Swatantra."

Fhe convention nutharised Mr.
Mady 1o inform the Chief Election
Commissioner about the proposed  dis.
solution of the PII]I} and request hill]
to freeze the Swatantra symhol
avord 1s undue exploitation.

Mr. Mody said that Mr,
was against the timing

o

Masani
of the merger

] h of form-
ng a viable mnational alternat %

ive.
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Nﬁt;ca Of Resdlution +2 bz moved at the Seventh
National Convention of the Swatantra Partyv on
August 4 and 5,1374 in New Delhi.

The Seventh National Convention of the Swatantra —
Party hascarefully considered the proposal placed before
it that the Swatantra Party be dissolved along with the
similar dissolution of six other parties so as to facilia

tate the formatisn of a neWw Party.

The Convention notes that of the seven parties that
are expected "to dissolve t2 enabld the formation of the
neWw Party, the Dthers being confined +2 particular States or
parts of a State.

The Convention "is firmlv~ convinced that the Party's
principlesanmd policies-continue 49 be valid and  that had =
the policies of Government been formnlated on the basis of the
said principles, our countrv would n2t be in the present
critical situation.

The Convention is equally convinced that the new Party
will mark no advance in fthe search for a truly national ‘
alternative comprising as it does those who, fhough for the ~
présent have consenteéd £0 Zet together on a getieral programdme
are bound to-disagrees in regard to the interpretation of a
vaglle and general statesient 9f policye

- Moreover, Wwith opposition parties like the Gongress(0)
and the Jan Sangh continuing Their individnal existence, the
objective of a two—party system and its electoral benefits
will continue to elnde us. On other .hand, thére is real danger
of “the ruling Congress on the One side and the Jan Sangh on
the other being the direct beneficiaries of such a development.

The National -Convention of the Swatantra Party does =
not consider the time or occasion opportune for the~disappearance
of the Swa+antra Party from the Indian political scene and
therefore rejects the proposal to dissolve the Party.

Proposaed by:

Seconded by:



