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| NEW DELHI, Aug. 5.
i Clou on the hae‘ls of the Bhara-
|tiva Kranti Dal, the Swatantra
seems 1o be heaﬁins for a split on
the issue of merging its identity
to form a new — the
Bharatiya Lok Dal. The BLD Is to
be formed with the merger of seven
Oprosition parties on August 29.

Simmering differences within the
party on whether to merge or not
burst Into the open today at the
seventeenth national  convention.
specially called here to decide the
issue,

Mr, Piloo Mody, president of the

‘But Mr, M. R. Masanl, who had
been chairman of the patty earlier,
told newsmen that the entire pro-
ceeding of the convention had been
vitinled not only by a new proce-
dure enabling a disproportionately
large number of delegates to come
ifrom UP and by intimldation and
violence within the conference hall
. He conceded that the voling was
done in a democratle manner but
sald that the decislon did not ve-
glect the wishes of the rank and

[

Five State units decided to con-
tinue to keep thelr units alive if
the party was dissolved and merged
with the BLD,

Leaders of the rebel state units—
Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Kerala,
| Delnl and Haryana — announced
their decislons to this effect at a
press conference here this evening .

However, Mr, Masanl, one of the
top-ranking leaders of the party,
sald that at present there was no
question of a split,

Nir. Masanl, told a press con-
ference held after the one by Mr.
Mody, that Mr, Jayaprakash Nara-
yan's non-party movement and not
the BLD was the national alter-
native to the rullng Congress,

Parly president Pi Mody told

| Swatantra ¢

party, « ed to have won the
&tr ; party By 407 votes
“g-‘;&*ﬁ mmmmg ]
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li,

a news confer t it was the
first integratin ove of the Oppo-
sition in three decad es

It WAs @& PIrocess
There was, he 'gdd&d no thtrd.
‘choice for non-Congress and non-
Communist political partles.

Mr., Mody told the press confer-
ence that he would call the execu-
tive a couple of days before the
launching of the BLD and announ-
ce Swatantra’s dissolution almost
simultaneously with the formation
of the new party

The resolution adopted by the
convention would allow -those like
1’& mni who do not wish to

m on non-=
vittes, I:um-gl'llm
all eucuon:. as tl-u!y ‘may chonse in
any name other than the Swatan-
tra',
Mr. Mody is to take steps to get
the party election symbol frozen
by the Election Commission to

pre-
ent its  “unfair exploitation
&m PPL /,
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Notice of Resdolution +2 be moved at the Seventh
National Convention of the Swatantra Partv on
August 4 and 5,1974 in Ne# Delhi.

The Seventh National Convention of the Swatantra -
Party nascarefully considered the proposal placed before
it that the Swatantra Party be dissolvéd along with the
similar dissolution of six other parties s2 as to facilia
tate the_ formation of a new Party.

The Convention notes that of the seven parties that
are expected "t0 dissdolve t2 enable the formation o9f the
neWw Party, the Dthers being confined t9 particular States or
parts 3f a2 State.

The Convention-is firmly~ convinced that the Party's
principles-amd policies-continue t2 be valid and-that had 7
the policies of Government been formulated “on the "basis of the
sald principles, our country would not be in the pressnt
critical situation.

The Convention is edqually coavinced that the new Party
will mark no advance in the search for a truly national ot
altefnative comprisifig as 1f does those who, fhough for the ~
présent have consented £0 Zet together on a general programme
are bound to-disazree in regard t0 the interpretation °f a
vague and general statement of policv.

- Moreover, With opposition parties like the Congress=(0)
and the Jan Sangh continuing Their individnal existence, the
objective of a two-party system amd its elecioral benefits
will continue t2 elude us. Om other ,hand, there is real danger
of “the rnling Congress on thé one side 2nd the Jan Sangh on
the otler being the direct beneficiaries of such =z development.

Thé National “Convention 2f the Swatantra Party does ¥
not consider the time or occasion opportune for the~disappearance
of the Swa+mntra Party from the Indian political scene and
therefore rejects the proposal to dissolve the Partye.

Proposaed by:

) Seconded by:




