MADRAS, December 8.

HE national council of the

Swatantra Party, which met
here today, decided that the party
would, continue to function “as
before”. It elected Mr. G. K.
'Sundaram, industrialist, its presi-
dent. Mr. Sundaram will continue
to function as trcasurer also.

Mr. Paramanand Kejriwal and Mr.
Harihar Patel were elected vice-pre-
sidents, Mr. Girish Munshi general
secretary and Mr. V. S8. Snkumar
joint secretary.

The council supporied: the move-
ment led by Mr., Jayaprakash Nara-
yan and authorised the party presi-
dent to contact the Sarvodaya leader

to “co-crdinate’ the pariy's activit'es
with the movement.
The council viewed the Naroda

n_'nee[ing of the Congress as “ineffec-
tive" in its impact on the country's
economic problems and considered it
a “dangerous portent” of haw the
government ftried to “bypass establi-
shed Iorums to tackle the country’s
proolems.™

It said the 13-point

programme of
the “‘secret conclave”

showed the

Swatantra to
“as hefore” '

f/nctmn

ruling
list paiicies

‘‘easy recourse Lo popu-
which ignore hasic pro-
tlems of production and concentrate
on methods of distribution.”

The council adopted a few -resolu-
tions on organisational mat'ers, in-
cluding shifting of the party head-
quariers from Bombay to Madras.

Briefing newsmen, Mr. Sundaram
sad 30 out of 45 members. including
represantatives  from  Maharashtra,
Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu and
Orissa attended the meeting. A few
had also expressed their inability to
attend, due 1o short notice. Mr. M,
R. Masani, a former president of the
party, could not also atiend. because
of another engagement.

He said the party would urge the
¢lection comm 'ssion that it should con-
tinue to be allotted its symbol.

Mr. Sundaram  said the party's
nrgamsauonal eleclions would be Held
in November next year. They should
have been held by now but for certain
recent development

The Tamil Nadu unit of the party
would meet in Salem on Dacember 15
and decide its stand vis-a-vis the civic,
elections in tha state, J

Farry ‘s
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it that the Swatantra Party be dissolved a

it

Swatantra Party, Maharashtra.
143, Mahatma Gandhi Road,Bombay 1

i State
Co of Resolution adopted by the
Coﬁgcil of the Swatantra Party, Maharashtra
at 1ts meeting held on 6th July 19?4 at Bombays

i ' i he Swatantra Party,
"Phis meeting of the State Council of & 2
L i idered the proposal plated pe ore
Maharasht~a, has carefully considere oo Withothe siniZar
dissolution of six other parties so as 10 facilitate the formatlc
of a new _Partys - 5 s A

e Y= : : rtie hat
The State Council notes that of the seven parties € ‘
ars expeCted £0 dissolve to enable the formatlon of the new Part;
the —others being confined t9 particular States Or parts of a
Statee B 4

The State Council is firmly convinced that the Party's )
principles and policies-continue to be valid and that had'the_
policies of Government been formulated on the basis of the said
principles, our country would noi be in the present critical
situation. -

The Council is equally convinced that the new Party wilk
mark no advance in the search for a truly national alternative
comprising as 1t does those who, though for the present have
consented to get together on a general programme are bound to
disagree in regard to the interpretation of a vague and general
statement of policy.

Moreover, with opposition -parties like the Congress (6)
and the Jan Sangh continuing their individual existeénce, the
objegtive of a twWwo-party system and its electoral benefits will
continue to elude us. On the othar haad, thers is real danger of
the ruling Congress on the one side and the Jan Sangh on the
other being the direct beneficiaries of such a development.

The State Council of the Swatantra Party,'Maharashtréu;;
does not consider the time or oceasion opportune for the dis- -~
appearance of the Swatantra Party from the Indian political scen
and 1s, therefore, 2pposed_t0 the proposal t0_dissolve the_Party

‘The Maharashtra State Council therefore réquests the
offtce-bearerg of the 2arty to convene another meeting of-the —
General Council on the evVe of the Natioral Convention to enable

this matter to be reviewed once again bef
at the Convention. et R Rl

"In the @vent of a resolution to iissolv; ? ~bei
‘ : esdlut € > the ?Par b
carried in the National Convention, the Maharashtra Stgge g

SWatantra Party will con#i Z !
X rt tinle t0 retain its identity as Sw
arty and carry on the message and flag of the Partﬁ." Vg




