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LA,

like to aiﬁr some nisglving about lysal: and my partye

-"n is rather strenge in this mocern world that the

maju u.nt to be commoners and the commeners went

" to be Iahlrnala. So, please Go not be mistekenj [ am
q'a'ioulénarrlinza 1947, ena do not have a misgiving about

‘my turban or my dress.

Mr. Speaker: Every turbaned man is not a laharajal
ghri Mahida: But everybody tekes me &s a Haharajg. The real

Maharajes went to be commepers. That is my cemplaint,

The Minister of Finance (Shri Morarji Lesal): He was not a

Mahareja at any time, there is no question of that.

Shri Mahida: Well, I am associated with the Maharajas.

But probably the treasury benches have wore Maharsjas
then we heve. Anyway, I am & commoner and I should

like tc glve some facts about myself in the beginning,
so that there may not be any misunderstunding and every=

body may uncerstand me properly and the party which I
represent,

Mr, Speaker: That misunderstenaing is removed, That was

Shri Mahida: Everybody tekes me as & Msharaja,

——

created because of the name beginning with the word
"Mahars ja®, Now everybody knows,

I am not a
Maharaja at all. I was never one.

Sir, I represent a party abcut which there is &
lot of misunderstanuing that we are oppogsed to the

Plan; that we are opposed tc the Budget and so on.

I think thet, if my friends on the cppogite side ~ on the
Treasury Benches read our menifestc and ocur literature -
they will find that there are many things common between

us, except twc or three points, one of which is about

——
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' The talk of socialism is going on everywhere, wno
everybedy talk of socialism, Pecple have been made te |
uncerstend thut the Swatantra Perty 1s OPEITTRL IR 0';
Well, Sir, I wes & student of Harold Laski ond as such how
coulu 1 misunderstend socizliem? I am cpposed tec the
enforcement of 'soclalism' to my country which is a western
concept. 1 desire to change it, from socislism to humenism.

I say thet Indla 1s the greatest humanist country in
the world, When we feed ants and give them flour, when we
give dogs and cows food, when we even feed sparrows and
erows, when it is such a humanist country, how czn we ignore
our poor common people who are dying for focd? 8ir, we
all telk about the common man.

Even the rich Members of this House, talk about the
common men, I represent the common men. I would like to
drew attention perticularly to the policy which has been
adopted by the party in power towards the agriculturists.
The Hone. Shrl Deshmukh, whe just spoke before me happens to
represent the agriculturist classes also. 1 now refer about
co=-operative farming. We are not copposed tc all co=cperative:
movement - as it i1s belng mace out. I have been going about
the villages for the last 17 years and mostly on foot,in my
Gujarat area. I have come ascross many Cooperative farming
socleties, which are working at losses and the pecple have
been clamouring toc get out of the societies. They cannot yet
find a remedy, Our Prime Minister has been saying thet
Co-operative Farming i= not compulsory. 1 have many instences
where villagers have approached us and begeed us to show a way

how they could get out of these co-operative societies. I

beg to bring to your notice that the late illustrious Msharaja

Saya)l Rac Gaekwad of Baroda in his State, started cooperative

farming some 30 yesrs backs When I visit.u a co=operative

farming society of previous Barcda State couple of months back,

the pecple informed us that the Baroda Stete had made rules that



my
i byt
of the peoples  That is our cbjections We are nok cppesed to
. qm»mmm.mw-mtmwm
W'm‘m . . i they b e .
_Cur Prise Min.ster has said many & tiwes thet the
ummnpmulmtmmdmtﬂhaoom
old- He can say lnrihiu a8 he likes. We are not so old
&8 thats We were also,in the past, in the Congress, 1 was for
v ’.“.. in m Congress. What has mude me lecve the Congress
v is a different matters The Congress policy ss it is based. ..,
'Mu" has sore lesdnings to my friends on my right, the comsunlsts
and thet is our mnd.mntal difference with the Congress. We
are opposed %o this Commu: ist policy in the Congress - Statism
and 1tu'nya, seeds of which are being lald today by the Congress
snd which will lead our country tc totel disaster. My Hon.Irlends
the Prime Mlnister and the Flnance Minlster, whom 1 lnow
perscnally and respect thom, are gocd thinkers and planners.
|rh-u- budget is also mot bade Somebody put it the other day
p ¢ thet it is'a Swatentra budget'. I can tuke compliment on that,
i1 a Nember of the Rajys Sebha has muce such & reference.
(f course, I can invite the Finanee Minister tc Join us,
We shall support him.
Shri Mererjl Lessi: What else could you do?
Shri Mahida:s The Plen isg0f ¢°ﬁ5u. on the ﬁﬂum of the
conditiens prevailing in our countzrys  We are all in agrecment
that the country must Le brought cut of the prersent poverty.
To remcve poverty, to lock aftei- abcut 400 million people with

én adaitionsl 5 million mouths to feed every year, and to

laprove their standurd of living, we wzust heve & sound policy.

(n thet, there is no disagrecuent among all the me jor p:.rties
in the country. The diiference ig only in the vays. In our

enthusiecsm we are Crylng to rob the rich and make them poorx,.
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‘It is this very way that we are opposed. By looting =
.mﬂnndmmﬂpu,ﬂmfcﬂdmtht :ire
people in this country. So, Ty only plea i=, why do you

ki1l the hen which lsys golden eges. I think the major

part of the tax-payers are richer elements, I do not
represent them, Tax them as much as you like., But, o

not kill thems Let them gurvive. If they want to travel

in the first class, let them travel in the first class.

Tex them heavily. I am not opposed to that. We say, as
comnoners, as we are all now in thls countryy there is no
distinction, what-so-gversy you can take away all the privy
purses. I have no objection to that. I do not get cnej

nor have I any claim to one. Now, if the Princes are having
privy purses, it is for the Princes and this House to decide
1nmong themgelves whet they should do. I particularly mention
this as it i¢ hammered at us, &s 1f we represent the Princes.
We do not represent the Princes. We represent the common
peoples Our turban should not be misunderstood, because,

I can show my friends on the opposite side that theusands

of people like me, wear turbans in my area = people whc are
fermers, who are mazdoors.

4”*35;'socialist pattern is only a pattern. If there is

real sociclism in this country, I am sure, my richer iriends
on the Treasury Benches would not have remsined there.

This socialist puttern, I considery is a farce on our country.
In the nemec of soclalism, you are showing something to look
forward to the poor people, but, in return, they get nothing.
Yes; they have got some roaas somewhere and some electricity.

Thelr lot 1s not improved. If we go te the villages, there

is a ery for education now. There is a ery for better stendard

of living. How to improve them? We are cpposed to the

priority given to the heavy steel industries.,
more money is

We say that
spent on heavy industries then on euncation
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4in this coumtry. 4 su m of I, 520 crores has been spent @ the
stesl plents put together.While 1135 crores will be the entire
expenditure in the Five Year Plan on primary education in
the country. Steel is important no=doubt.But, I say yeducation
15 move important.What things should we plan first 7 We say
Lot us have heavy industries too in this country.But,priority
should be given to education and agriculture. I plead with
the Prime Minister and the Finance Minister that for the sake
of heavy industries,agriculture ghould not be neglected.
Nor should education be neglected.

About the controversy of the private sector
and the public sector,we do admit that we have & mixed economy=
As for the mmmwiks performance of the public sector,if I
may point out, this is what has been published.One of the
Hen'ble Members did say that the Swatantra party would not
miss such an opportunity and I would not.

"Hindustan Shipyard is not able to sell the
ships beceuse ships are avallable at a lower price from
abroad.The result is that in order to offer a competitive
price, the shipyerd has tc sell ships at a price which does not
even cover the cost,In order to cover the losses the Government
had to pay a heavy subsidy from year to year.The total amount
of subsidy received by the shipyard by 1960-61 was k=456
lakhs,which indicates the burden the taxpayer has to bear in order
to enable the State enterprise to remain in existance.There are
varlous other enterprises like the Sindri Fertiliser Factory,
the Hindustan ﬁircrart etc. which are also making very heavy
losses and yet/are continuing them with these losses. Ifthe
experiment succeeds,we shall be pleased to welcome it.But,
with the facts that are being presented to us today,it is being
sald that the public sector would ultimately go over to the private

sector.We say that the public sector may function,but,let the

private sector also function.Let there be a healthy competition.

We are of the opinion that if freedom has to succeed in this

country,1f demoeracy has to be malntained in this eountry,let
private enterprigse also be

thara.Let them also live -



‘mmumm-uw.rm,nmrmnnmt |

{ must also admire our Government for opening the

Ashok Hotel, What is more necessary in this country an Ashoka Hotel
orwltortudu?‘ihnthmmuummmm |
air-conditicnéng machines,water-coolers or gomething else 7 We deal
mmhmmhlnndntwotﬂkahmtlaemlmﬂhmmth
region clamour for water in the sumers,the Government says there
is shortage of money.Yet we see new water-coolers established in

the Government Houses and in the Government offices.

The Minister of Finance (Shri Morarji Desal) j; They are more used

by your friends.

Shri Mahida: We see alsc air-conditicning machines in these places,
when pecple are burning under the sun, énd putting in hard labour

for thelr livelihcod.While our Hon'ble linisters talk to us,or rather
teach us,to have simpler ways of living. This will not do now in

this country. We shall not tolerate thegse things. We the agriculturists
and the common people shall not tolerate this kind of higher living

and gimple talking, I should say that it should be guite the reverse

of that.We still have huge Raghtrapatl Bhavan and vast staff to main=
tain it ; body-guards,horses,carriages and canopy = all the show of

the Britishers.ind yet you tell us to live simply,when we have no

food to eat; when we have no cloth to wear ; and you ask us to tighten
our belts. For whom sghall we tighten cur belts ?

ir.Speaker : The Hon'ble Member's remarks may be addressed to the Chair.
Shri Mahida: I am addressing you,Sir,but, at the same time ,my eyes

also go over to the other side. I lock to you mostly,but ,ap the same

time,my purpose has been to convince the other side also. I am sorry,
if I have addressed the other side directly.

We get rare occasions to speak.So,my pleaf has
been, and I particulsrly want to emphasise this, that the charge on

the Swatantra Party,that it ix represents the rich is baseless and

felse.We shall prove this in time to come,that it is utterly wvindictive.

If there is no harm when the Congress invites Maharajas and richer

classes in its fold, well,ve shall also invite Maharajas and the =

ordinary classes to our fold.Let them all come, Let there be a gocd
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. pealthy competition between the Congress and the Swatantra Party. A

time will come in this country,when I think the Soeclalists and the

Commnists vill have to join oF support the Congress and the others
1ike the Jan Sangh,the Hindu Mahasabha and such others will have to
support the Swatantra Party. We want such a time to come,when there
will be two parties only.Then only an alternative Government will be
possible.

chri S.M.Banerjee : That will never comes

Shri Mshida: If such a time does not come,it is a sad thing ; we shall
remain divided in this House and in the counﬁry.lf it is possible,it

is good.We shall play the game well.If it is not possible.vwe exist as
we are, But,nevertheless,let me at the same time explain that we are "
behind cur nation j we are behind the Government when they are fighting
the Chinese or opposing the Pakistanis.We have also thus a naticnal
policy.

Shrli Ram Sewak Yadav (Bara Banki): You alywys remailn behind,and still
you want ti remain behind.

\lur.apnkret Order, Order.

Shri Mahida: We are not anti-nationals or reactionaries,as is being
.put by others.If we were reactionarifes, then the Congress would not
have harbcured us for all these years-, We are oppcsed to Statism,the
eontrol of all aspects of ordinary life being taken in the hands of
&h° Congress Government. That is our main contention. Ofcourse,we respect
\the Congress. In turn we alsc desire to see that the complinents are
Laturnad.ﬁe still have affection for the old Congress.Because it wag
malnly the old Congress which was instrumental in bringing Independence
to this country.ind they have done a lot of good too for all of use
otherwise we would not have been sitting in this House as we are doing
Exdxyx now. Let there be no misunderstanding on that point - that we
are trying to run down the Congress unnecessarily or that we are

against the Congress totally. we are with all nationalist forces in this

country,
1 have my individual opinions too. I am personally

opposed to those who further try to divide ocur country into north and

south or into other reglions.

quarrel over languages.

1 am alsc personally opposed to those who
1 an also peesonally opposed to those who
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querrel over lenguages. I am also perscnally opposed to those
«ho querrel on rivers and hills, boundsriesyqusrrel for
M end lekes sites, end make petty effairs of this
country. ©f course, politically, if the Congross and the
#uslim Lesgue can join hends, then, 8ir, politically, the Swa-
tantra leaders also mey have to join hands with others.
1 have no yuerrel sbout these elsction arrengenents. But
my maln contention is thet the Swatantra Perty is & nationslist
perty of the first orcer and seecnc to nune. There should
pot be any doubt sbout it. It should not be made to appeer,
ithat it is full of reacticnaries. It should not be made
|the leughing-steck, lasi.e or outsi-e the House. In times
to come, we ;hall see whet progress the Swatantra party msakes.

But, now fundsmentelly, talking ebcut the General
Budget, I congratulate the Finence Minister on glvlng a little
relief here and there, ss for insteunce, relief given in
\frelght rates fcr trensport of furmsce oil, so badly required
in my region =~ owing tc ccal shortage. I would further request
him, however, to reccnsicer the tax levied on tebacce and tea,
Although I do not consume tea or tobaceo and 1t does not affect
me personally, I must state that Gujaret is & tobacco-growing
area. About 22 per cent of tobacco in this country is grown
in Gujaret. The richness or the wealth thet we see in Kaira
Ulstrict of Gujarst for the lust twenty years is also on accounﬂ -
cf growth of tcbaecc. So, I hope thet the Finesnce Minister will
reconsicer about the tcbacco taxes, and help these people to
consume Plrig or glgarotteg, There is & similer case in regard
to tea alsc. Fortunstely or unfortunately, the pecple in Gujarat
consume grester aucunt of tea than other Stetes. So, a remedy
may be glven to them by concessions on tes snd tobacco whereby
they may not be affected much.

The other day, I hed pleaced for the third class
passengers, &nd I repeat that the needs of the commen-man should

be consldered more. His needs for eaucation, for agriculture

ete. shoulu be heardy more than they are being heard in this House,
rather then the preference given to matt

ers of lndustries al »
That is my humble submisasion, J S

B



