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| Tas is a historic occasion and I feel honoured to Pl‘fl')’.m}’

| humble part in it, which is, on behalf of the Reception Committee

| and the Organising Committee of the Party in Bombay, to wel-

| come all of you here to this City of Bombay for the first Con-
' vention of the Swatantra Party. By your presence and the
Ijltmg distances you have taken the trouble to travel, you have
given cxpression to the widespread relief and joy with which
the coming to birth of the Party has been hailed by people
throughout the country.

Bombay is the birth place of great movements. It was
in this City that, in 1885, the Indian National Congress was
established, and once again a new national movement, this
time not for national liberation but for democratic liberties and
personal freedom, takes shape here,

The coming into existence of the Swatantra Party marks, in a
way, the end of the post-Independence era into which had over-
flowed the agitational politics of the struggle for Independence,
in which so many of us here actively participated under the
leadership of Mahatma Gandhi. It marks the beginning of the
funcﬁoning of normal parliamentary democracy in a country
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—and against collective farming—miscalled joint cooperative
farming—has found an effective channel of expression and there
is every sign of its becoming a tidal wave. Many who felt
suffocated by the pall of silence that seemed to have
descended upon the country during the last few years are able
to breathe freely once again. Among such people are to be found
numerous members of the Congress Party, the bulk of whom
think along Gandhian and liberal lines but who have been
intimidated in recent years by a few confused Marxists at the
head of the Party. The Swatantra Party will endeavour to break
the spell of fear of established power, the thrall of ideology.

A Clear Alternative

At last there is a broadbased political party in India which pro-
vides a clear alternative to the policies of the ruling party, by
putting the individual right in the centre of the picture and
rejecting lock, stock and barrel the methodology, as opposed to
the ideals, of Socialism, which is more accurately described as
State Capitalism.

There has been, since the achievement of Independence, a
double imbalance in our polity. By reason of there being no
acceptable alternative at the elections, the ruling party
has in Parliament and in the Legislatures of the States
been so numerous and so powerful that there has been no
opposition worth the name. In the House of the People, for
instance, the Congress Party has around 365 members while no
opposition group numbers more than 30. Such a state of affairs
does not conduce to the health of a parliamentary democracy.
It is bad for the government, because it creates arbitrariness on
the one side and flabbiness on the other. It is bad for the
opposition because it breeds irresponsibility caused by lack of
hope in ever achieving power.

All the parties in existence hitherto have adhered to socialism
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Dr. Rajendra Prasad, than whom India possesses no more
seasoned and far-sighted statesman.

A Challenge

Affecting as it does the possession of land by no }ess than 52
per cent of the Indian people, the Nagpur Resolutm:? presents
both a challenge and an opportunity. It is not an accident that
the move for the establishment of the Swatantra Party should
have taken place at a meeting convened in Madras on June 4 by
the All India Agriculturists’ Federation and that Professor Ranga
should be nominated its leader. This is as it should be. India is.
and will remain, for many generations to come, a peasant country
and a broad-based demoeratic party cannot but have firm roots
among the peasantry.

The fight of the peasant for his land cannot, however, be
carried on in isolation. Nor can the businessman or industrialist
hope to survive for long if he stands by and sees the peasant dis-
possessed of his farm. The principle for which the peasant pro-
prietor stands and the free way of life of which he is the backbone
he has in common with other sections of our people, such as the
artisan and the worker, the doctor and the lawyer, the business-
man and the industrialist, the writer and the teacher. Each of
these classes can thrive only in a society where there is freedom
of expression and freedom of choice for the producer, the investor
and the consumer, where a man gets a fair return for hard work
and for enterprise, and where the fruits of his labour may not one
day be snatched away from him by a bureaucratic despotism of
the type we see in the communist countries of Russia and China
and the captive countries of Eastern Europe.

Broadbased Coalition

The Swatantra Party can succeed in giving effective oppo-
sition to the State Capitalist policies of the present government

i
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many of our supporters are under that wrong impression, and
it therefore becomes necessary that I should say a few words on
that subject. At a meeting in Bangalore on May 29, with Rajaji
in the Chair and even before this Party was formed, I had said
that it would be futile for us to wait for Big Business to make
up its mind to give us support and that the job of establishing
and building the kind of Party we were thinking of would, and
must, fall on the shoulders of the common man, whether in the
town or the countryside. Rajaji has already stated publicly that
he wished it were true that large funds donated by businessmen
were coming into the Party’s coffers. The reason for this state
of affairs is not far to seek. It lies in a controlled economy,
where business tends to become the hand-maid of the State
and a selfish scramble for licences and permits obscures the capa-
city to stand up for one’s own way of life. At this point, may
I be permitted, without hurting the susceptibilities of my business
friends, to say that the lack of imagination and vision, the supine
attitude to government and the pathetic desire to clutch at any
straw that may come their way in the shape of soft words thrown
at them occasionally by government spokesmen, displayed by
certain sections of Business are not qualities that are calculated
to help them fill the important role they have in the country’s
economic life,

I have sounded this candid note of caution so that the thou-
sands of our supporters throughout the country, men in
the shops and bazaars and fields, may know that the Swatantra
Party relies on them and on their small contributions for its
functioning. This is a broadbased freedom Party and it is right
that while welcoming support from all, it should, by and large,
rely on the small man’s mite. i

The Fight Against Communism

There are two criticisms made about the Party to which
I would like to offer a brief answer. One doubt or fear

7
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munism implicit in governmental policies, though slow, is sure.
Tt would appear that many estimable members of the Cungre'ss
Party, who would react violently if the threat of communist
dictatorship were directly round the corner, do _nol' seem to
mind very much if the process is not quite that rapid.

The whole world, including the peoples behind the Iron
Curtain, is moving away from the shibboleths of collectivism,
and we are not prepared to allow our country to be committed
to outmoded dogmas which the rest of the world is discardiflg.
By rallying the country against communism, by ec.lucanng
public opinion about the moral gulf between communism and
the free way of life, and by presenting an alternative to the
Congress, the Swatantra Party will eliminate the danger of the
Indian people drifting towards communism without being aware
of it. By our uncompromising opposition to State Capitalism
which leads to communism, we shall put heart into the broad
ranks of the Congress Party who have been overawed into
silence during the past few years. To adapt Rajaji's celebrated
phrase of many years ago, communism will be the Swatantra
Party’s “Public Enemy Number One.”

- Perhaps our greatest service in fighting communism will lie in
the fact that we shall stop the polarisation which has been taking
place between the Congress on the one hand and the commu-
nists on the other. Till now, there was a danger that all discon-
tent would be funnelled into Red channels. Such a polarisation
took place in China in the 40s, with what tragic results for the
Chinese people we have seen, If the Swatantra Party takes away
one vote from the Congress, it will at the same time divert seve-
ral potential votes away from the Communist Party. Let me
give a personal example of this healthy process. A friend of
mine in Bombay, many years my senior, told me about a year
ago that at the next elections he would vote for the communists,
much as he detested them, because that was the only way to
remove the “corrupt and anti-democratic Nehru government”,
I pleaded with him that this would be a tragic mistake on’ his
part, but to no purpose. Last month, the very first donation that
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return, to assure the worker that he would get a higher wage
provided there is increase in productivity, and to promise each
of them the freedom of choice appropriate to his function. This
cannot be called a negative policy simply because it seeks to
reverse the destructive processes on which the present govern-
ment is engaged. It is time we cease to be deceived by such
semantic jugglery. Whatever enlarges individual liberty and the
dignity of the individual, whatever enhances the area of a man’s
freedom of choice, and also whatever limits the dangers of
bureaucratic despotism, whatever limits the concentration of
political and economic power in a limited number of hands is a
positive policy.

I trust the participants in the Convention will not spend too
much time in arguing the pros and cons of alternative drafts of
items in the Party’s Statement of Principles. As H. G. Wells once
observed: “No passion in the world, no love or hate, is equal to
the passion to alter someone else’s draft”] Let us rather con-
centrate our intellectual fire on the task of planning the Party’s
future and building its organisation in such a way that it can,
in the shortest possible span of time, win the people’s confidence
and obtain a mandate to implement its policies in the gover-

nance of this great country. That, and no less, is the task before
the Party.

Eternal Verities

Under Rajaji’s inspiring leadership, the Swatantra Party will
seek to adhere to the eternal verities. We shall seek to guide
the country back from Nehru to Gandhi. We draw’ inspiration
from our own country’s great cultural heritage and her spiritual
traditions, but, just to show that humanity is one and men are
the same the wide world over, I wonder if you will forgive me
if 1 end with a quotation from a very great world figure
who, every one will agree, had a positive philosophy, even

11
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