July 30, 1973

You will recnll‘%m* earlier ﬂiscussioﬁ of Varnik's idea of convening a meeting
of leadere of various political parties and elso those beionf:lng *l'; no Part{; "
Ve shelved the idea as both of us felt that it would lead to not inﬁ, narf cularly
in view o° the strong party vested interest, in regard to individual ifentities,
policies, etc. T contimue to holA the same view,

untry has started burning, The economic situstion today is so
::;m&i}oee}a‘:; ngentials 1ike breed and biscuits are no longer available and
a person who manages to obtain a loaf o bread cnns?r‘ers he has achieved |
somethine great for the Asy. The same is the storv with every other commodity )
vhether it be Dalda or oils, T understand that vesterday some shops in
I1albaug were looted, This has however heen blacked out for obvious resasons,

There can be no ouestion that the kind of explosion you and T knew would
hapren in the next few vesrs is round the corner,

What do we Ado?

'Tooking at the political picture the reovrle have lost confidence in the ruling
' party and have no convidence in any of the orrosition parties, To them all are
! thieves, sll are scoundrels, and none sre to be trusted, Thus getting together
§ either through a merger or even the formation of a new party in the unlikely
event of the other ovrposition parties agreeing to dissolve to enable this f
harpen may not lead anvwhere as people would still Aeseribe the new party as
'liold wine in a new bottle as mceording to them Mwou]r’. contsain the sare old

rascals, the same old bandicodts and the same o0ld defectors and the like, Again
in this'situation vhat do we do?

I have heen milling over this for many weeks now and one of the things that has
Ibeen recurring to me is the possibility of people trusting a grour of eminent
#‘neople wvho foreswear electoral politics, promise to devote their energies to
creating the cirsumstances for improving the eeonomic conditions on the one side
#nd for strenpthening democratic institutions on the other,

They would he willing to truct any prour which save "we shall not ourselves
rut un candidates for we are not a political party in the accepted sense of the
term and yet we <chell function like a volitical party organisation", The only
difference being instesd of Putting up cendidates ourselves we shall when E
elections come give our surnort to specific candidates, Thia is wvhat Dr, Faridi ﬂié:
in 1987 vhen the Majlis-e-Mishawsrat announced that irrespective of rarty lsbels :

they would extend support to individual candidates who in thelr wview had the
right aprrosch to the ¥yalim cuestion,

The only time such a eroup would '
] ! re ould get into the electoral arena would he at the
time o~ Fresidential elections when it shall suprort a candidate and ns’:: all j

those MIA s who were helped to win with its support to vote far such a eandidate,
This 1¢ of course in the lone ™un,

But immedi st

ely whet the people d is t
R r People nee 8 0o look up to sny institution or

of individuals who will give them some kind of lesdershiri What
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need today is not &n alternative political party but an slternative leadershi
we

ither not
Aership cen only come from those who have e
e ﬂtmativ: i:nt‘he rolitical arena like your=elf and Mr. Dandekar for

’:;ﬁ;ﬁlﬂ:ﬁ#ﬁmle live Palkhivala,Fidaystullah, J.R.D. Tata who have

pever heen involved in Party politics.

Whet T have specifically in mind is as follows:

‘That léading individuels from Aifferent walke of 1life from all over the

e

: ther and decide that
untry who heve an establiched reputation pget toge
f;th ge politicians failine the country they as citizens have to come
forwer? to do what they cean to save the people of Tndie from total disaster
A4 pet together to form a National Citizens Front

(s) to provide a forum for all honest Indians to get together in the
\ country's interests

(b) which will do what fandhiji wanted when he advised the Conpress to
convert itself into a service organisation;

E(c’] consieting ms it should be of people st the helm of affairs in industry,
trade, business and profession it would be in a position to influence
policies at their levels on the one hand and to comrel government to
sit up and ta%e notice of the views and expressions of the Front on
the other,

?Fitherto non=perty orgenisations have sprung up by the dozen but have
penerally “sllen by the wayside or continué a precarious existence =as
hrnwing room af“ai-s simply becsuse thev lacked teeth,

The Wational Citizens Front should not merely give opinions hut should be
in s posidion to organise itself in a manner as to drive home those
opinions or rolicies in a manner as to he ta%en very seriously by those
in subority, For example fake the present economic situation. The Mational
Citf»ene Front could do as follows: %

Tt could first decide what ought to be done by government by industry,
trafe and by consumers,

Faving Aecided what is to be done it will get wvarious orgenisations of
Industry, trade =nd business and consumers to put forth to the poverrment

thos=e aspects of policy as concerns them, Tn this they have the beeking
of the Yational Citizens Front.

The eonsurers would be orpganised to protes ! Tesort to all constitutional
forms of sgitation to mamke the povernment)and par icularly the elected
rerresentatives responsive to their point’5f view,

Coming ss it doe< from a hodv which is not 4

. . \ : i nterected in powver it will hecome
very difficult for those in muthority end even for the lepislators to
discredit and rin labels on the Front, :

The Front would have a fully staffed national secretariat who will direct
orerations and the seeretariat will estahlish close coordination with
organisations of industry,trade, business and labour and consumers, It
should go mbout organising the Front at all levels from the "i'llng:a end

taluka epf to the city and state lev
e eit £ vels with the singl ce of 4
vhatever is pragmatic snd best for the reople, " T i,

The above is a rough idea of what T have been thining, T sugpest that me
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1y as rossible a meeting he convened in Bowbay of leading citizens from

arious walks offli"‘a to Aiscnss this rroject and to see if it has any merit in
t. Tt has to be done uner indepen’ent suspices like the ISP, Or two or three

£ you for example yourself, Falkhivala and may be & person 1like Hidyatullah
r Shelat could convene a meeting, Txpenses for such a meeting could be shared
etween the ISP and the ARI,

A 1ist of names is attached to give you an idea of the kind of people T have in
1‘!'1!16.

T shared these thoughts with ¥,7, Subramenian vho is in comnlete mpreement with
the bhasic idea, We coul” either discuss it st the DRS discussion on the 2nd or
if you “eel that it is futile to hring this up then, a few of us(yourself,
Dendeker,Cooper,¥,H,Subramanian, Deshpande and T} could meet to discuss the

poasibilities.



