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For the modernizing Tamil Brahmun or chose favs. Rajan was

et generss. Thus was a man who haa been che fiest Fdian goverooe-

gé;u:r-.ﬁ. sitting where Robert Clive and Warren Hastings Lad onge
sat. This was the man who was related by marmnage w Mahama
Gandhi. a man who had followed his Master in opposing Untouch-
ability und promoting Hindu-Muslim harmony, W hat made these

progressive views more palatable 1o families such J. smine was mar

Rajaji was no icﬁ-wing atheist but a deeply believing Hindu. Rajan
furthec endeared himself o us by his superb understanding of the

language of professional advancement, Engiish.
Like Gandhi, Rajaji was a committed Hingu who ves: had an abid-
| ing love for Christ and Chrisian values. He would not have nunded
dying on Christmas Day, bug would not, I dunk, hove waniad o so
comprehensively push a Tese match result oft the trone vage. tor un-
like the Mahatma he liked outdonr sporrs. His own bovh sod hero was
. a cricketer, B. Jayaram, his fellow student at Central Col ege. Banga-
, lore, Jayaram was a greatly pifted lefi-handed all-rounder. of whom
} : his British principal wrote: "Had he the sane opportunitios as WG,
’ Grace he would have been as great, for he had an eye as quick and a
1 wrist as supple as the Docror's.” (This was an opinion possibly shared
by W.Ci., for, while studying peology in London. Javaram v as chosen
to play for the Docror’s crack ream. London Counry )
I recently came across the full-page spre.d run on Boming Day.
i 1972, by Rajagopalachuri’s hometown nawspaper. [he Hirdn. Thas
' extended obituary was embellished by as many as seven pictures. The
‘ nictures were: (1) Rajaji leading a group of Congress volunteers in
‘ 1930, en route to breaking the sale laws in Vedaranvanu: (2) Rajap
! opening 4 T8 sanatorium iy 1939, whale ATV as Prune Minster
} ot Madras; (3) Jawaharlal Nehiru inrroducing his cabinet colle gues
to Rajaii when the lauter took over as the first Ind an governor gene-
ral in 1948: (4) Rajaji with his cabinet colleagues while chiet minister

E of Madras, in 1953 (5) Rajap. again as chiel mmnister of Madras,
{ wishing Andhras good luck on the formation of their state in 1953:
| (6) Rajaji receiving the Bharar Ratna from the president of India in
G O B e ™
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The Wisest Man in India:
Aspects of C. Rajagopalachari

I. A Life’s High Points

he tirst and, as it Liappens, Lisc ume I wepr at che deadh of a

political leader was on the 26th of December 1972. 1 was

already distraught. for the previous day | had watched the
last day of my first Test match, and India bad lose. The mormingatier,
the cricket news was not even on the front page. This was taken over,
for the most part, by the death ot Chakravaru Rajagopalachari, law-
yer, scholar. philosopher ind staresman, the man whom Maliaoa
Gandhi had called “the keeper ot my conscience’

Gandhi died before [ was born, and Nehru died when [ was only
six, Rajaji was the one man left over from an age when the profession
of polines sull drew 1 men of charcrer and imtegrity. Being a senu-
mental sorc of tellow, 1 suppose | would bwve weptanyway, bue thie
tears flowed maore freely because the leades who had jusc died canie
from my own comimunity of Tamil Brahmins, My tather subscribed
tor Stwarapye, the Swatancea Party weekly where Rajap spoke out in
opposition to the socialist heresies of Indira Gandbi. My mother had
hought Rajaji’s translations of the Ramayana and the Mahabharata.
which ! read and re-read both for the luerd language and the exira-
vagant colourfulness of their contents.

S
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favour of berrer relations widli Pakistan. ind tor allowing the people
of Kashmir ro live with digniy and honour. And e was an cariv ad
vocate of market-based economics, a criuc of what he memorahiy
called the ‘licence-permit-quora-raj’. a phrase whick ranks with the
‘Hindu rate of giowth’ in desenibing an enuire epock: of Inauas o
nomic history, but which no o1e now remembers as vrigimanng in
Rajaji’s mind.

[t seems to me that Rajaji’s polincal career was characterizad above
all by a desire for reconciliation. Reconciliation berw een tindu and
Muslim, India and Pakistan, India and England. North India and
South India. low caste and high caste: these were the recurrent then o
of his public lite. In asociety marked by the deliberate cncouragement
of conflict and antagonism, his was a rocky road indeed. As Le once
wrote to a Quaker friend. ‘those who are born o reconale s o
have an unending rask in this world.”

There was more ro thislife chan politics, Thus Rajawas arvarious
tinmes, & suecessful Liwyer and municpal adimnistraton. a gitead shot
story writer (in Tamil), and a superbly eftecuve populanizer ot our
epics. Rajaji liked ro ¢laim that ‘the best service | have rendered to mv
people s the re-telling of the Rurmayani and the Maturedanse” Uhese
stories he told with a relling simplicity and directness. and withous
any theoretical gloss. For, as he said. ‘the Ramayana s mother’s milk
for India. It should be left to itself and not philosophized. Mother's
milk should not be sent o the chemical analyse!

Once, while asked 10 give a speech in memory of Candbi by the
Mysore Assem bly, Rajaji warned the organizees thar he had "1 paru-
aliey for restraint i culogy Flhas endogy of Ragan s nor boen 1
tarned, Dot e st ar feast muke an acemipt o be ounded 1 thus
take note of his sometimes acid rongue, and, morc serrousiv. of his
consistent unwillingness ro face the electorare. In 1932 much agains
Nehru's wishes, he set the untortunate precedent of choosimg nenn
nation to the Upper House in order to becore chier minisre- of his
state. Then again, Rajaji had a somewhat conservaiive atrirude ro-
wards women. He saw them as home-makers and carriers of oue
culture, but nor really as independent in cheir own right A~ Paula
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1954; (7) Kajaji with John F. Kennedy at the Whirte House in 1962,
where he had gone as the head ot a Gandhin peace delegation,
‘I'his was a hereic artempt at illustrauing the high points of Rajaji's
political career. But, perhaps our of respec or deference iz omitred
the low points. These included the last-minuce denial to him of the
office of president of India in 1950; and h's unceremonious exir, at
his own party’s command, from the otfice of chief minister of Madras
in 1954. Apparently, when Rajagopalachani’s parents had had his
horoscope cast, the astrologer told them diat cheir baby's future
would include ‘the fortunes of a king, of an exil¢, of a guru, and of an
outcaste. The people will worship him; they will also rejecr him, He
will sit on an empercr's throne; he will live in a poor man'’s hut.’

1 don't know whether Rajaji himself belicved in astrolegy. I some-
how doubt it. But he had ap uncanny knack of being wise before the
event, and paying foc it. In 1941-2 he proposed to the Congress that
they work out an accommodation with the Muslim League. He was
vilitied for this: had he been histened o, perhaps we might have been
spared the bloodletting of Partition. Then he opposed the Quit India
movement, saying thac the need ra her was for construcrive engage-
ment with the Britsh. The Congress blg shots didn't listen--and in-
deed forced him to leave the party—-but in retrospect he was proved
right. By calling fora milicant rebellion when the British were fighting
a desperate barttle for survival against Hider and company, the Cong-
ress forfeited their cruse. By sitting out the bulk of the war in prison,
they allowed the Muslim League to go from swrength to strength,

In 1951, as home minister in Nehru's cabines, Rajaji warned the
orime minister of the expanstonist designs of Communise China. He
wrote to Nehru thar he felt hune whenever Panuikar [the indun
ambassador in Beijing! tells us with extwreme satstaction thac China
is very friendly to us ver has no territorial ambitions, We do not warns
any pu.ons now, do we?' Eleven yoas Later, by which tme Rajagi
and Nehru were in opposing political parucs, India was invaded by
China.

[hose three acts cannot be undone, but in some ocher cases we

rughe sall ke advantage of Ragagi's prescience. He was abwavs in
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building on that road’; and the range of his reading. Stacked on a desk
in front of Rajaji were G.K. Chesterton’s Father Brown stories: two
books on modern biology: Lewis Mumtord's Conducr of L+t N almiki's
Ramayana (in Sanskrit); and a few Tamil works. These would be read
over the next few weeks: waiting. in a book-case along the wall, were
twelve volumes of the speeches of Edmund Burke, and 10 edition ot

Shakespeare.

II. Rajaji and Gandhi

Asa young lawyer in Salem, Rajaji stumbled upon the wocks of Heney
David Thoreau: his book, Walden, as weil as his classic essav on civil
disobedience. Then he read of an Indian lawver whe was putting
these ideas into practice in South Africa. In 1913 he rennnted, ac bus
own expense, a pamphlet describing Gandhi’s jail experiences. After
Gandhi's return to India in January 1915, he followed his acuvities
with increasing fascination. However, he had to wait tour vear. o
meet him, their first encounter being in Madras in March 1919, in
a housc owned by the proprictor of The Hindu, Kasturitanga Ivengar

When the two men met, Gandht was planming, his sanvagraha
against the Rowlarr Act. Rajaji energetically joined in. following the
puth of non-cooperation with the fervour ofa convert. He went o il
in December 1921 and, after he came out a tew months | eer, started
an ashram of his own in Tiruchengode. to promote tf- Gandhian
programme of khadi, prohibition, Hindu-Mushim haen-ony. and the
abolition of untouchability. By now his law practice was a theng ot the
past. Then, when Gandhi announced a fresh round of scovapraha in
1930, he chose Rajaji to be the tirst 1o break the sale Lovwes 10 South
India.

Rajmohan Gandhi writes that, in all these campaigns. “the Maha-
tma received C.R.'s imstant understanding and wholeheaned lo alo”
Another knowledgeable historian, Anteny Copley, has called Rajan
‘Gandhi's Southern Commander’. Or, as the collector 0! Tanjore at
the rime of the Salt Sacyagraha put it. he was “probably che ablest and
cerrainly one of the most intransigent” of Gandhi's tollowers,
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Richman points out, this awitude i forms the depiciions in his R -
vana of Shurparakha, and of Siez. Rajaji also abhorred the idea ol
women working. When a iady with small children approached lim
for a job. he remarked: 'l wonder how a woman with children cau be
wanting work! Alas tor civilization and che pernicious habic of en-
rrusting the education of children to protessional men and ourselves
seching odd work to fill our tme!”

Like his mentor Gandhi, Rajaji cunnor be easily pigeon-holed into
the convenient labels—-liberal, socialist, or conscrvanve-—of modern
polincal choughit. Forced 1o choose, one would, very reluctanty, have
w call hisn a “conservatve (lower case': bud sall, a rather speaial kind
of conservatve. A man who kinew him well, the Australian diplomat
Waltes Crocker, provides this brilliant capsule summary of his per-
sonaliry:

Endowed with an exceptionaly strong and quich mind, Rawp was in
spint harmonious and without volatility or anything partaking of the
theatrnical. Vaniey was excluded from his natire. Although he had so much
affinicy for tradicional India, he knew the lore ot che Wese, having a pood
acquaintance with the Bible and Plato and the Englsh classios ay well s
with Jurisprudence and Economics; and he knew the case for econnmic
development Although he was religious, and conservative, he wes noi
canformist. He had the true conservative's tra ot combiming scepricism
about wohat man-eade systems cin da tor lonan matire wiei the peisonal
kindliness o amdaduals which soalises, dealing wirls hnan b s
stanstical groups and absiracoons, someones Licks And he had wir th
life-renewing pift

Rajap was not sale trom human fradey ar blindness. Sully seeing Is
lite *nd career i the round, one might agree with the judgement of
R.G. Casey, the blutt Australian who served as Governor ot Bengal,
that he ‘was the wisest man in India’. Acany rate, the wisest poiitician,
and perhaps the best read one, tou. in Apuil 1956, 4 journalist nam-
ed N.S. Murhana went to meet Rajaj: at his house. He was struck by
two things: the lack of distinction of this former governor-general's
abode  “a modest single stoned structure which looks like any other
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Rajaji could tell Gandhi that he was being irresponsit-le. and he
could also tell him that he was wrong: never more brave!y than in
the summer of 1942, when he went completely against the gramn of
natonalist opinion i opposing the Quit Tndia movens oe Ragan
thoupht a Bresh sanvagrabia ool when the suanen deninind
ddogme and recomalmpon wah body toe Boosh sod oy N
As he Deavely G ax o vammed ont cornectlv) prar hese s ne realin
in the fomd expectition that Botan wall leave the counes sinpic
response o a Congress slogan.” Besides. by asking the Boeh o leave,
the Congress was issuing an open invitation to a colon cing powe:
more brutal by far, than the Japanese. Fortunately, said Rarap. Britam
‘cannot add to her crimes the crowning offence of leaving the couny
in chuos to become a certain prev to forcjgn ambiuon

This opposition made ordinary Congressmen abuse ad even —
4 mecting 1. Bombay—throw black rar at Ryjap The Mabatma,
characteristically, would not allow political disagreement t come in
the way of personal friendship. Their ties had been strengthened
by the marriage, back in 1933, of Gandhi's son Devacas o C.'Us
daughter Lakshmi. I found a lovely little note of 1935, wiitten from
Rajaji's ashrami in Tiruchergode. 'Lakshmi and bavies are doing well
in this climate. Specially Tara enjoys the open space and dustless,
motor-less, grounds available for her tiny wanderings. ™ As the vears
went by Rajaji's manifest interest in their grandchildien allowed
Gandhi to develop, almost for the first time. a love tor little babies
who were descended directly from him.

Rajaji could disagree with Gandhi—and disagree sharply - bur on
some fundamental issues he was completely with a man whom he
variously addressed in letters as "My dearest Master’, "My dear Mahat-
maji’, and ‘My dear Bapu'. One such issue was the abolition of un-
touchability, whose centrality tw the Gandhian struggle Rajan iacog
nized carlier than any member of Gandhi's inner circle. A second was
Hindu-Muslim harmony, a cause 1o which he wa: as devored as the
Maharma himself. A third concerned the dignity of labour. Spinning.
cleaning toilets, cleaning one’s shoes—all thiese canie casily o hum,
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On two separate occasions Rajaji was Gandhbi's bronu man in beat-
ing off a challenge from Bengal, the province that had been in the
vanouard of the freedom struggle betore the Malaoma s rise. In the
Nagpur Congress of 1922 he made the decnne speack thar ciened
the hall agrost Claracanan Das’s promoton of connal enoy angd
wn bavosint of A Coandln's e nnlisan presparane ol non
vialere o coapetaton Savertcen veans b he made anodheg
shurp speech atthe Topun Congress held on the banks of the nves
Sarnuada. Rapan's barbs were aomed apeon atdhie Bengal pacey, but he
spoke this time trom dhe side ot caution, tather than radicalisim. Fog
theottice ot president, the Candhians had pucup Pacabhi Siaramayya
to oppose the incumbenc seeking re-elecuion, Subhas Chandra Bose,
Rajaji’s intervennion was marked by the sarcasm for which he was

NOTOTIOLS:

There are two boats on the niver, One s an old boat bur - In..; Byt |14ln|"d
py Mahatma Gandhi. Another man has a new boar, atrractvely painted
and beflagged. Mahauna Gandhiis a ried boatman who can safely trans.
purt vou. lr}':)u get into the other boat, which | knaw s ‘l.‘.l‘lcy. all will
go down, and the river Narmada is indeed deep.

Asadisciple of Gandhi, Rajaji was mostly loyal but never subservient.
He could speak to him with a clarity and directness beyond the reach
of most other followers. When, in 1924, the Mahatma thrcatened o
abandon politics for social work, C.R. told him that would leave the
‘national organisation [the Congress| to vacillation and drift’; indeed,
it would have ‘the worst consequences’ for the future of tite freedom
movement. Len vears Liter, the Mahatma moved o renire again, a de
cision with which even Patel and Rajendra Prasad scem o have ac-
quiesced. This time Rajaji was even more forceful in his dissent. "Yeur
retirement from the Congress will be a suicidal step’, he reld Gandhi:
"An intense and irrevocable feeling of defeatism will spread over the
whole nation, and kill political hope and encerprise . . . 1f you think
you can retire from the Congress now and keep it and yourself boch
or either politically importang, I think vou will be sotely disappoint-

ed.’
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|ﬂdiﬂ '.\"I“ be lust if[hu QP pOrtunioy (o seive the worfd wark s Ay
and [C-I‘Chiﬂl.‘,-'; is lost. You are | ht‘lln‘l{ che fittest oo o load Hisdia n I:‘a._-
Mahatma way. Muslims should be made to realize chae the Mahicma was
is the Quranic way. -

A yearning and sad soul eries 1o you from near the humble sear of the
great man . . ., to lead India to fulfil che Mahacma's message of Ahinisa.
Truth, Casteless and Classless socien:.

In 2000, ason 1948, 1he 11 o} Lidng seessrs 1 § FTT ORI PP P
the lrLlInm.\lup that the domimant commumny o1 Thndus s bl e
negotiate with members of other religious groupimgs 1o beat them
into submission, or to work co-operatively with them. Thes: were the
alternatives once offered to Gandhi and Rajajiz and these are the alter-
natives now offered 1o us.

Would that we choose as wisely as they.

IT1. Rajaji and Nehru

In the course of the pastyear or two, | huve spent many absosbing davs
Jooking at the Rajaji papers, housed ag the Nehru Memornial Museum
and Library in Delhi. This vast collection contans onginal letters
from world statesmen as well as by unknown Indians. Sometumes the
latrer are as interesting and insighttul as the former. Consider a lewer
to Rajaji written in 1953 by a mofussil Tamil namad Ananthataman
This offers the view that Rajaji. Nchru and Patel were, re pevuvely,
the 'head, heart and hands of Gandhiji'.

This is most appositely put. For Rajaji was unquestionably che
most intelligent of Gandhi's close disciples, Nehru arguably the mast
humane, and Pacel chie imast disciplinad and practical. The prev is that
they could never function together excepr for a very brict while. The
relationship berween Nehru and Patel has attracted much attention.
Here | focus on the no less intriguing celationship berween Nehriand
Rajaji.

During the freedom movement, Nehru and Rajaji were comrades
rather than companions. They were separased by upbninging: one
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although they were scoriied by his fellow Ivengar Brahmins and by the
fashionably lefe-wing nationalists with whom he was also obliged to
CONSOTL.

When Gandhi was assassinated on 3uth January 1948, Rajayi was
serving as the first Indian Governor of Bengai. He flew o Delhi to a1-
tend the cremacion and came back wich a portion of the ashes. The
ceremony in the Hooghly has been described in a memoir by/the gov-
ecnor’s multzary secretary. Bimanesh Chatterjee. A motor launch rook
the pany o the nuddle of the nver, and the goveraos was banded oy
the urn contaimng the ashes for immersion. As he ook the um ‘he
became so averwhelmed chac . . he perilously swayed forward, and
1 couple of us had to hold him back. . . . When Rajaji finally sac down,
he appeared exhausted. As the boar was speeding wwards the bank,
Rajaji said, “The ashes were pulling me”.’

Two letters ro Rajaji illusera.e whar united him with Gandhi, and
what divided them both from some other kinds of Indians. The fizst,
written in October 1946 by a lawyer living in Sandur, chastised Rajaji
for prescribing non-violence. This man sarcast cally asked wherthier
‘because Gandhijee sings praises of non-violence in season and out of
season, you too (being his relative] feel like delivering your sermon?”’
The lawyer disappraved of the sermon. and se2med to chink chere
wete less and less people willing to hear it. ‘Cansciousness has dawned
upon the minds of the Hindus (even Congressite Hindus) that con-

solidation as Hindus would alone save them from political extinction.
To-day's Hindu nation does not recognise "M.K.'s” and "C.R.'s"! It
needs Savarkars and Mookerjees!”
The second letter was written to Rajaji on 12 February 1948 by a
Muslim living in Sevagram:

Dear Brodher.

Siteing, m the busy licle cotage of the Mahatma—-busy wich the
crawds comng i to look g his vacane sear

o= Lam carning o you i
sad contemplation.

We need prophets. [ am convinced that we are left withour a prophe:
T
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they both took heed of the Mahatma's message, working to reconcile
competing points of views and alternative cultural or religious tradi-
tions. Particularly memorable was a handwrirten letter o+ Nehru s
that [ came across. It was dated 30 Julyv 1947 and w read

My dear Ragap,
This 15 o remind you that you have to approach Shoovsiasbie
Chetty < this must be done soon

| have seen Ambedkar and he has agreed
\ VRN

hu.:]ur]:l

This brief note requires some explanation. R.K. Shanmukham Cherry
wis 2 businessman in the South widely adnired as bemny one ot the
best financial minds in India. Ambedkar, the Dalit leader. was a brl-
liant legal scholar. But both had been litelong enemies ot the Cong-
ress. Now, a mere two weeks before the political freed ym Rajan and
Nehr had spent vears in prison for, they were approas hing: these old
adversaries to join the first cabinet of tree Indu. [t was a gestare £
markable in its wisdom and generosity. In the event. bur only atte:
overcoming the hosulity of the other Congressmen. ¢ her:v bevan
finance minister; Ambedkar, minister for law.,

In 1950 Nehru hoped fo be able to make Rajaji the first nresident
of the Republic, but Patel and the Congress Old Guard thwarted him.
Later in the year Rajaji joined the cabinet. as minister without port-
folio. After Patel’s death in December 1950 he was asked ro take over
the crucial job of home minister. Noc long afterwards. Rajai left the
cabinet and returned to Madras. The ostensible reason was tiradness
but he seems also to have felt thac he was not being consultec enough
Anyway, his leaving Delhi was a tragedy:. for Jawaharlal Nehru as wels
as for India. For, as Walter Crocker perceptively remarks i hus studv
of Nehru, after Patel’s death the prime minister ‘needed the support
of an equal. He needed, too, the criticism of an equal.” Now. Rajaji
was as close to Gandhi, had sacrificed as much in the freadom move

ment, and was a man of conspicuous integniy besides He v soindead
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was zn aristocrat educated at Harrow and Cambridge, the otler a self-
made man from small-town South India. They were separated also by
2 thousand miles of peninsula. In terms of ideology too there were dif-
ferences: Nehru was more inclined to militant socialist views. Rajai
more oriented towards accommodartion with the adversary. But they
were unired by a shared ideal—the freedom of India—and « shared
devonion to the Mahatma. (lr was* Rajaji whom wandhi firse desig-

nated as his successor, later changing his mind in favour of Nehru.)

They met at Congress meerings, bur did not seem to have been espe-

cially intimate. Seill, the Tamilian had impressed Nehru enough o

have him write in his autobiography of how Rajaji's ‘brilliant intel-

lect, selfless character, and penetrating puwers of analysis have been

a tremendous asset to our cause,’

[t was from 1946 that the two men began to work miore closely
together. In the next eight vears, while Nehru was prime miniser in
New Delhi, Rajaji was, successively, a minister in the interim Gov-
crnment governor of Benpal, povernor-geacral of Tndia, mimister i
the central government, and chief minister of Madras State. [n all
these jobs he had direcr and regular dealings with Nehru.

Official business drew them closer at the personal level as well. The
two men shared a cultivated interest in lirerature and che ares: it was
only to Rajaji, and to no other Congressman, that Nehru could write
recommending a recent book on the British character by the anthro-
pologist Geotfrey Gorer; or praise the beauty of the folk traditions of
India. After a visit to the north-east, the prime minister wrote to his
southern colleague about the *most lovely handloom weaving” he had
seen there. He confessed to being ‘astonished at the arusiry of these
so-called tribal people. [ think it will be disastrous from many poines
of view to allow such an industry to fade away.' "/ Jrogether my visit
to these north-castern areas has been most ex hilarating’, wrote Nehiu

to Rajaji, ‘| wish they were better known by our people elsewhere in
India. We could profit much by that contact.”
Reading, the correspondence between these two men, T was deepiy
moved by the nobility of thew vision fora tree India. In ditfe.ent ways.
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spent the best part of his life-time serving the organizauon and whe
owes many honours and kindnesses to i.” He worried “hac o« 1 tesuls
of tacit submission on the part of the people of emancipatca India. a
few good persons at the top, enjoying prestige and power. are acting
like guardians of docile children racher than as lcaders in a parliament-
ary democracy.’ He went on: “The long reign of popular “avourites.
withour any significant opposition . . . is probablv the ma cause to-
the collapse of independene chinking” in 7adia Bui a healt aw demn
cracy requned fan Oppostion that thinks ditberendy snd dss i,
just want more of the same, a gronp of vigoromsh thinking Gnisens
which aims at the general welfare, and not one that m ovder 1o g
mare votes lrom the so-called have nots, otlers more 1o cher s than the
party in powethas given, an Opposition thac appedls o toason .
Such an opposition, even if it did nor succeed in ousting the ruling
party, might yet control and humanize it

A year later, now touching eighty, Rajaji chose a public mcetng in
H.m};.l]mc to Lraneh an all-oue atrack an che “neptlomar i acone
mite and toreign policies of che prime minister Vs was tollowed by
the formation in Madras of a new polineal party, the Swatantea Pare
This party focused its eninaisms v the “personaling cuit” cround the
prime munister, and on the economic pohcies of the ruling Uongress
In a series of articles published in his journal Swurapva, Rajan wok
apart these socialist pretensions. The prime minister's ‘personal al-
lergy’ towards private entecprise, he commented. was bath un-
warranted and unfair. For ‘itis as patriotic (o starc and marnage 1 good
private busiress concern, be it in industry or in transport ot in disin-
bution, as 1o be atrached 10 a public managed indusiy eather as an
official or propagandist patron-saint.” But Nehru was moved instead
by an admiration for Sovier Russia that was "taking aitferent and van-
ous forms at national cost’.

Rajaji also sharply attacked the "megalomania thar vinates the
present development policies’. What India needed. he sard. is not just
big projects, but useful and fruicful projeces . . Big dams are good
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‘the intellectual and moral equal of Nehru'. Had a way been found o
recain Rajaji tn Delli, this would bave, says Crocker, ‘ended the situ-
ation prevailing in which no one could, or would, stand up 10 the
Prime Minister: the situation whereby he was surrounded by men all
of whom =~ed to him their jobs, whether as Cabiner Ministers or as
officials.’

In October 1951, after Rajaji had left Nehru's cabinet to return to
Madras. the prime minister sounded him oue an the job of Tadian
hugh comnussioner o the Unied Kingdom and, when he retused,
asked Lord Mountbatten to try and persuade hime Mounthacen duly

wrote to Rapai, and in exchanpe got a blistening reply.

My career is ttuly remarkable in its zigzag. . . . Cabinet Minister, Gover-
nor without pawer, Governor-General when the Constitution was 1o be
woand up, Minister without Portfolin, Home Ministerand . . . now the
praposition is Acting Figh Commusones o LUK Brnally Laooscone day
heerfully accept a sentor dderk’s place somewhere and rase that job o

its proper and honoured unportance

The ob Ragan did accept a lew months laeer was thae of duel min-
ister of Madias, He staved i thae pose unal Apnl 1954, when los
party in hicated chat chey wanted K. Kamaraj w replace him. Now
Rajaji entered what neither his astrologer nor his own foresiphr had
anccipated, namely, his recicement from policics. He setdled down in
a small house 10 spend his days, he said, reading and wriring. Bur, in
the end, philosophy and literature proved an inadequate substituce
for public affairs. He was moved to comment from time to time on
the nuclear arms race between Russia and America, with repard w
which he took a line nor dissimifar to that of Nehru, Then, when the
Second Five Year Plan commuicted the Government of [adia to a so-
cialist model of economics, he began commenting on domestic affairs
too. Here, however, he cume to be increasingly at odds with Nehru.
Consider now an article published by Rajaji in May 1958 under
the title "Wanted: Independenc Thinking'. This examined the ‘presenc
discontent about the Congress’ from the perspective of one who ‘has
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drama’, said Crocker: "T'wo figures of Shakespearean sc.le in contest
And the drama was tragedy, for the contest was needless. Both men
were required by India in the two crucial decades following Independ
ence; and both men shared the blame. though perhaps not 1+ equal
measure, that there had been fission, not fusion, between them

The assessment by Nehru's sister, Vijayalakshmi Pandit. was not
dissimilar. She wrote to Rajaji in June 1964: ‘It seemed such 1 bad
thing that two men like yourself and Bhai who had contributed so
much individually and jointly to our beloved India should be apart
at a time of national crisis. But the moment passed and now 1t s tov
lace.’

This was written weeks after Nehru's death. That event ha i occa-
sioned a brief obituary published by Rajaji in Steuirgjya:

Eleven years younger than me, eleven times more important to the aation.
cleven hundred times more beloved of the nation, St Neh has suddenls
departed from our midse and T remain alive o hear the sad news trom
Delhi—and bear the shock. . . .

The old guard-room is completely empty now . . . [ have been fighting
Sri Nehru all these ten years over what [ consider faults in pubhc policies
Bue | knew all along that he alone conld get them correvied. No one else
would dare do it, and he is gone, leaving me weaker than betore in my
fight. But fighting apart, a beloved friend is gone. the mast ivilized person
among us all. Mot many among us are civilized yet

God save our people.

These words mighr serve as an epitaph to the relationship berween
these two remarkable men. Or one might choose instead the stonv of
Fdwina Mountbatten's visit to Madras in carly 1953 Uold abour the
visit, Rajaji drew up a punishing programme. whereby Lady Mount-
batten would have to visit corporstion slums, meet socil work-
ers, open a high school, have tea with army wives, see the temples at
Mahabalipuram, and dine ac che Raj Bhavan, When this schedule was
sent back to Delhi it provoked this panic-stricken telegram trom the
prime ministei: ‘Programme sent by Mary Clubwalla for Edwina's

- —
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bi * more essenual are thousands of small projects which could be and
would be executed by the entiusiasm of the local peaple because they
directly and immediately improve cheir lives.” Speaking more gener-
ally, “the role of the Government should be that of a catalyst in sti-
mutatnng economic development while indwidual ininative and
enterprise are given tullese play.”

in Seprember 1952, when Rajaji and Nehru were still triends, the
American journalistand pionecering Gandhi biographer Louis Fischer
wrote to him of his belief that 'some straighr talk to the power that s
[Nehrul, would do a lot of good, for I doubt whether ume cures cer-
tain diseases. . . You are the one man who . . . could appeal o his
mind. . . ". At that time, of course, Rajaji was in the Congress; bur
now, seven years later, Nehru did not take well to criticisms from a
colleague-rurned-adversary. Sometimes he affected a cavalier atti-
tude—when asked at a press conference abour his differences with
Rajaji he answered: "He likes the Old Testament, | like the New
Testainent.” This was spoken in June 1959, but as the months went
by the mood turned very sour indeed. In December 1961 Nehru told
a group of newsmen thar Rajaji ‘stands on a mountain peak by
himself. Nobody understands him, nor dues he undersrand anybody.
We need not consider him in this connection. All his policies in
regard to India, if | may say so, are bad—bad economics, bad sense,
and bad temper.’ Eighteen months later Neliru clained that rhe parey
Rajaji had started, Swatancra, was ‘a mixcure of rthe rotuenest ideas
imaginable’.

Sensitive observers mourned and worried abour the gulf between
the two. In May 1959, Rajaji’s biographer Monics Feloon told him
that ‘if | were the mother of you and the Prime Mini-ter, [ would bang
your two heads together and tell you to stop arguing and o seule
dowi and run things together.” Walter Crocker thought their diffeien-
ces real but by no means irreconciliable. Bath loved freedom, both
were deeply moral beings, and both were passionately commicted
to social and religious tolerance. Yet they fell our ‘Here was great
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people t© believe, that the best defence of nagional existence 1 o make
i clear that they have tertible weapons of retaliauon. And this is nat arally
wsociated with a policy of armament marufacure 10 achieve that retal

jatary sirength and purpose.

11e was sl\c*.ikin!:. ol VOIISC, ol Amenisa sl Russea then, b he
could as well have been speaking of ldia and Pakistan now

Rajai houpht the makimy ol Jtom bpmbaawas the bt huls

ris, witl, man believing, he ‘had the nghts and prvileges ot the » an ot
even of the Lord God himself.* It was. he remarked. an unfort anate
day when «cienee lifted the curgain‘of fundamental masees andd tress
passed 1o the greenroom of creation.” Rajap made 2 Jistinenon
berween a free science’ which honesty Jocumented the radration
effects of puclear 1ests, and a “hired science which (riad o dovout it
cesults. These tests: he said, were 2 wholly illegimitate aack vnthe
health of the present and future gcncrmions of the yninvolve 1 mil-
lions., who have not yet writeen off their rights in favour of the nuclear
pugilist.\‘.'

Rajaji's campaigh against nuclear arms culminated 103 journey he
made 1o the United Kingdom and the United Srates 10 1062, au the
head of (hree-member delegatiot” (ravelling undet the auspiees Ot
che Gandhi Peace Eoundarion. (The other members Were R.R. Dnwa-
kat and B. Shiva Rao.) Rajaji was cighry-thee. and this. behiere i or
not, was his first (rip 0 he West. In Ametiva he met. amonyg others.
Henry Kissinger: Raobert Uppenhcimcr (the man who had led the Los
Alamos ream that made the a®om bomb. but had later chrown his hat
ingo the peace camp): and the tcpwf.t-m.uh-m o the Unired Naneas
of the Soviet Union and the United States. Rajaps alse spoke ai e eral
aniversities and ac the prestigious Council of Foreigh Relatons 10
New York. All through, be pnrsucd his case against the Bomb with 1o
quate his biographens Rajmohan Gandhn “the enerpy ot 4 Y.veat-
l."ld..

The highlight of thetrip wasa meeting with John F. Kenne dv,who
had set aside wenty-five minute but was 50 charmed by Rajaii that
in the end they chatted for over an hout. Latet, Kennedy tol¢ an aide
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visit 1o Madras is rather heavy. She has not been very fit. There is no
mention in programme of her visit to you. This is main purpose of her
going 1o Madras.’

This, read intelligendy, might even be the mast genetous compii-
ment ever paid by Nehru 1o a fellow Indian. If Edwina is ro have
sumulanng conversanon in [ndia—Nehru is saving 1o Rajap— and

if 1018 1o be with someone other than myself, then e st be only with
you.

IV. Rajaji and the Bomnb

Mahacma Gandhi once remarked diat the atom bomb was “che great-
est sin known to science’. After India exploded a nuclear device in
May 1998 and the nation switled around itself in hvsteria, it tonk a
contemporary Gandhian to remember what the Master had said.
Thus, the first dissenting article in the national press was written by
the veteran architect Laurie Baker, who recalled chiee teses chat an
invention of science had ta pass in a country such a: ours: Is it non-
violene? Is it eco-friendly? Is it poverty-reducing? The answers, in the
case at hand, were No, No, and No.

India is now a certifiable nuclear poveer. This would have displeas-
ed Gandhi, and also displeased Rajagopalaci..ri, the Gandhian who,
in his lifecime, mounted the mast sustained campaign against nuclear
weapons. In 1945, after the bombs were dropped on Hiroshima and
Nagasaki, he qu.pped: "All this while we knew only of the chemist's
bombs. Now we know of bombs made by physicists.” A decade lacer
his toue was deadly secious. Rapmoban Guandhe quaores team a lereer
writren by Rajajito The New York Timer actheend of 1954, in which
he urged each party in the Cold War not 1o ‘wait for the other’, but
to unilaterally ‘throw all the atomic bambs in the deep Antarctic and

begin a new world free from fear.

In 1959, in 2 piece directed against nuclear teses, Rajaji wrote in
disgust of

polittsians and technicians who do not believe in co-exictence and muaral

trust, but are convinced, and have been doing their best to educate the
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Slrikillgly. R:Lj:i]! Was against atomic POWEr a5\ il as atomic weap-
ons. When, i 1954, the Times of India insisted that nuclear energy
was vital 1o power-starved” India, Rajaji drew their atrennon o the
‘ternible characier of the nisks necessanhy anachad 1o s aadoson 1o
process of production “totally disrazands the aghis ot thos e co oo
v way benehit Bom the enterpras " Moranver e v ovndd palks
he o aliont entnely apnotant ol all thar the new posee swon e
volves, Lo is not like coal or oil but lt"l!lp.lf.l!?l(' e a hvpaotheica cax
at using the chunderbolr to cook our breaktast.” Thus wae characeer
istically acuce. as well as prescient, for ic cook anucher ewo or chiee s
cades belore scivnce atd socieny nde o PrOPCn G Ui o w il i
risks and costs of auclear power.

The anti-nuclear movement in India has witnessed the nos alwas
comiortable coexistence of Gandhians and Communiaes §fowever
after 1998, it has been more or less caprured by tiic Lett who. on the
one hand, do not question the dangers of nuclear energy and. on the
other. seem to think that auclear weapons are somehow sate it plac ad
in the hands of Red regimes. Rajaji’s work has a more general relev-
ance to questions of scientific ethics and navonalist militany -
alry, but it also has a more speaitic relevance o the et ot the anu
nuclear movement. He once expressed his wish to rese ae the peac
movement from the clutches of the Communist Party.” This 1s a task
that temains unfinished.
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that ‘seldom have [ heard a case presented with such precsion, clarity
and elegance of language.” He added that the interview had a civil-
izing quality about it.” A diplomac who was present, B.K. Nchru. re-
called how “the secretaries who came in with slips of paper reminding
the President of his appoinuments were shooed away” Kennedy. it
APPEArs, was “tascinated T by Ragap

Bt Rapap wasn t entirely sure thar the pressdent was convineed,
A week later, the journalist Vincens Shean met him in Mew York and
sought to gitt him a stamp of Mahauma Gandhi issued just then by
the U S, Postal Department “You keep it sad Rajap to Shean, “and
vae i leveer Kl'l\lh'i!\_-’ Jskmy‘ fur the tenuncranen of the atone
homb.’

Adrer the Jt‘lt’g-lllul! s return o India, B Shiva Rao wrote to Jawa-
harlal Nehru ol the impact its leader had made. When Rajaji spoke
atthe Counail of Foreign Relations, che leader of the American dele-
gation to the UN. Disarmament Conference in Geneva toid Shiva
Rao: “Why don't vou send this man to represent India at Geneva?'
Altogether, Rajaji made 'a deep impression on all the persons he saw
in the U S A and England.’ He would, Shiva Rao told the prine
Thehinnster, .I'I'l.li\{' Al ddll\il.lbl(' [Ci]l(‘bf"l;ﬂ.l\'c |GH !:'ll.i'-l. P (131 L]‘l’.‘.’lltv-l.
He was ‘extremely able and digaified in his presentation of the case
for nucleardisarmanent.’ Wereheindeed 1o be sentas the government's
representative 1o the talks, it would aid Inder in playving “a constru
tive part in bringing about phased disarmament. .

The suggescion was well meant and well merited. Bue by chis cime
Nehru and Rajaji were in rival political parues. True, they agreed on
the Bamb, but the older man’s atacks on his ecconomie and social
policies the prme mimnster found hard wo forgive. " Hagayn s undouby

ly a person of high ability’, replied Nehru to Shiva Rao, "and we all
have respect and aftecuion for him. But | doubr very much if he will

atall suitor ficin with the Disarmament Coniterence at Geneva whicl,
consists of senior officials. Also, unfortunately, he disagrees with al-
most everything in the domestic or inzernational sphere for which

some of us stand.’ Partisan considerations would not allew India 10
send s best man o Geneva,



