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sassoon building, 143, mahatma gandhi road, bombay 1

April 2, 1971

My dear colleague,

Ag you are’aware, the General Council of our Party is meeting in
Bombay on April 17 eand 18 in order t0 undertake what the Americans
would call an "sgonising’ reappraisal' of our Party's pos:i.'hi?n and
its futiure in the-light of the resulis of the General Elections.
Thege, in many respects, have turned out to be a disaster for our
Party and indeed for our country. Our primary taslt at this moment
will be to examine scriously what shape to give to the Par"t;y znd
its future ¢ that the Porty may help to maintain freedom in this
country and to take it forward,

I an sure you must have given considerable thrughs to this matter
since the Flections. I 100 have done my bit of hesxt searching,
On such oceasions, it is good to recall the sdvice that Gandhiji
used to give : "Turn the seafchlight inwards”, It is in such a
spirit of self-criticism that one should approach the current
situation which calls for courage of two kinds — first, the courage
o carry on the fight for one's objectives, even though the fom
or method of this fight might change; and secondly, the courage

to admit one's mistakes and to learn fram them.
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Among the conclusions to which I have come arz :

(1) mat a great task of basic political sducation faces
us all in India. This task is to educatc the masses
of our people, and indeed our elite also, on the values
of democracy and the importance of 1:2 free institutions
we have so far enjoyed; and to impart some undersianding
of the fundamental laws of economics.

(2) Mat, if existing democratic Opposition parfies such og
ours are to play any decisive role in bringing about
such an awareness and in successfully defending our
democratic Constitution and promoting the accertance
of sound cconomic policies in place of the presaut
misguided ones, they can only do so vader a nev and
fresh leadership which should preferably be of younger
poople.

Iﬂ_: J':s a sound principle of administretion, whether in military,
civil, business or political life that, when 2 disaster overtalkes
a country, armmy or organisation, the man at the helm of rffaing
should take responsibility for the debacle and hand over officc
to scmu_aonelwho may bring fresh ideas to the task and a new ang
;]:dm ;ﬁtifigzzrtgﬂttgecpgoglcm. It is only thus that countriesg
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v a e cated are able to resuscitate them-

ie;):ll-‘lt-ﬂzg :;;t ‘G:}Ll& }]:I‘Gsent plig]::l’t of the Perty is the cumulatiyve
more recent mi-r?-m 5 OI_"tecmingg in the way of organisation and
S qui-'bhm?gm appraisal and strategy ‘n so iar as our
fole raiEs E‘Lran-tr{o f'?'1, in the conditions then Presailing, the
Pairtu-fqr L : f_lgh‘t these elections, A: Pregident of the
N et r—fEtE 1i"tetm months, I feel that I should take oy
@ 0L responsibility for theso mistakes.
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I an therefore hereby tendering my resignation as President of
the Party and shall request the General Council, when it meets
after a few days, to accept it. This decision of mine is an
irrovocable onc and I shall be grateful if you and our other
colleagues desist from attempting to persuade me to reconsider
it.e The principle to which I have referred above admits of no
exceptions and I believe that the step I am taking will be in’
the long term interest of the Party. It has become a habit in
our country to make excuses for harging on to office, whether
in govermment or elgewhere, I would lile that, by accepting
my resignation, our Party at least should help in providing an
cxample to the contrary.

In conclusion, I would like to assure you that I propose to
contimie to be a mamber of the Party and to advocate the
philosophy and principles of owr Party, both by the written and
the spoken word, to the best of my capacity.

Yours truldy,

St ]t oo

(M.R. Masani)



