FUTURE OF THE SWATANTRA PARTY

by
Dr. R.C. Cooper

: Narties.d t fared badly in the recent
he sition parties in the Parliamen : :
:iic:ionzgpnTo thiaPSwatantra Party has $Ot be?ntzn ;Fszgtiﬂn;haliizgisof
i e Fa
jcle it is proposed to examiné the future o  Par
a::v:iling cirzumstances. 4t the outset, I must make it clezzntha: what
g write hereafter is in my personal capacity and not as the era

Secretary of the Party.

; ted that as a result of its recent debacle it would
gsﬂigﬁzcgieb::z:rﬂ:fgzgnd up the Party. On mature consideration, however,
one could not help comong to the conolusion that the Party must not only
continue, but must be revitalised to face the challenge of timess It will
te called upon to face additional re=ponsibilities. The people of India
are bound to look to it for guidance before long. The defeat which the
Party suffered has nothing to do either with the principles or the
programme of the Party. To my mind, it is entirely due to a wrong.image
of the Party in the minds of the public. From this point of view it would
be improper to seek any understanding, merger or alliapce oither with
the Organisation Congress or with the Jan Sangh and other parties in
oppt sition, whose images are equally digtorted. The Party will have to
gtand on its own legs,rovitalise itsolf and build up a strong organisation
once again at the grass-roots level.

The Party will have to take certain steps immediately to improve its image,
particularly to create a mass appeal without necessarily giving up its
principles. It is now obvious that the peoplé-of Indiam, by and large,

have given a clear mandate for centerist policies, i.e. neither extrome
leftiem nor rightism. In spite of this, it would neither be advisable nor
practicable for the Parliamentary system in the country to continue for
long with one monolithic party. Responsible centrist opposition is called
for to maintain balance in the Parliament and to prevent Ruling Farty,
having absolute majority, to ride rough-shod as it ploases.

The Syatantra Party's rolo in Parliament from now onwmards will be two-fold
viz. (1) constructive criticism and (ii) selective co-operation. Where the
ruling party's proposed measures are obviously calculated to improve the
lot of the masses, ar a rosponsible opposition, the meombers of Smatantra
Party would support such measures, At othor times, constructive criticism
will bo the obvious answer. Outsido the Parliament, the mermbers of the
Party at tho State, District and Unit levels will have a very important
role to play in the process of cducating the public in warious matters

as also rendering sorvice to:offectively moet public gricvancos.

I have already indicated earlier that if Swatantra Party is to perforn

i?s}iﬁf;tima:a role and grow as a responsible opposition in and out
Ah ars ament, it hns.no other alternative but to project a centerist image
vi gl neecessarily glving up its principlos., Let me illustrate this
EgrtainyE:oihw'pra0t1CGl'O?ﬂmpl?a‘ The Swatantra Party's future stand on
bt ofozic and political issues like the bank nationalisation, the
A tag o 8 e privy purses, the growth of the oublie sector and the
S ong;lczltural lands is quite obvious. For very valid re: ons
i ig tﬁsiiuw‘nil theose neasures. However, the electorate and the 3
charged its init{li om have docided to support all the four, Having dis-
pit=falls of such mopewn tie Y2 of educating tho public regarding the
the publie BPinién uEUros: the Party has no other alternative but to rospoct
ey e .d ron this point onwards, the Farty's role should bo
POy Eohs T ian means whereby these matters, which have become g

uslon, should be used in the best interests of the public.

For instance
s it would be no use t

£+ e the Swmtantra Port ; X

of the process of Bank Nationalisation. 1t must makg izzizﬁzﬁfizernvorsal
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uepostions as to how best the nationalised banks shoui.d :;owi:o::uﬁ ::a
znfgregt of difforent sections of thc communitye Simi ar y'ta Tho-Pasty's
futile to domand abolition of the existing public Sﬂ;bg: :::su;aa e
rosponsibility now would be to suggest the bost pc:?sit R iith ;
taken for maximising the profltability w‘.]d Prn?mﬂvib{ in the forcseeable
soctor industrial concerns. Similar}:,', it is imposs ieultural ek
future to abolish legislation regarding ceiling ontt_agr c e e
the Party can play a very important role in sugges n;g 'ﬁgural ety
of maximising the productivity of small pieces of ag cd B e
A culthﬁti;; 2 t:r; lgﬁyuf;u-::ozzrﬁreﬁgagrﬁg gbout an honorable
question of Privy ses, the e T e e i
understanding between tho CGovernment of India an e
d cable sottled with dignity and self-respec
g:?:;:?wgzuém:;i with the Pundamental Rights under our sacred Conati-

tution.

On the other hand, in matters which have not become final end conolusive,

like the proposal for amending the Constitution to abolish the Fm?amzr}‘::al
Rights, the Party must ii-t nsively pursuo tha_educational procisa_mgﬂv
Parliamont and among the massos. Such cducational process wou d :.:il 2 e
educeting the small farmer about the need for safoguarding his sma arm

and the hut; of instructing tho office clerk and the peon of the finngers \J
facing his provident fund, life insurance policy, the superannuation fund,

etcs Tae process of education at all times must nocessarily be. constructive,
honest and persuasive. '

Among other steps which the Party will have to take in the procoss o? re=-
organigation, o few may be enumerated. The Gemaml Council, tho National
Excoutive and other offices at the State, District, and Unit levels must
be filled by dedicated people sclected from among small businessmon, shop-
keepers, agriculturists, , professionals, administrators and enlightened
trade union leaders. A considerable amount of decentralisation and
autonomy at tho State, District and Unit levels will be roquired to build
up a grags-root orgenization. As long as basic principles and programmes
of the Party are adhered to, a considorable amount of auntonomy would be
noeoded to revinlise the Party.

Equally necessary it will be to sce that, at various levels, the Party's
worldng is self sufficient. In the past the process of pumping money from
the top has donec sorious damage of various levels of Party's organization.
It has made tho lower cadres of tho Party invariably look forward to the
Centre far financial assistance. Thoro has beon very little effort to be
solf sufficient and self reliant. There has been considerable amount of

exploitation and wnste of Tesource. Ail this has prevented the independent
growth of the different cadres of the Party.

Within the framework of the Party programme, it
concentrate attention only on a few items and
the publice I would suggest the following :

would be advisable to
put them prominently before

(1) We must emphasize the need for

creating millions of job opportunities, particularly through highor

production. Thisg should be done without introducin ¥ "
an Isms" or u
controversy of public v/s. private scetor, Sty seloss,

(i1) We must emphasi e
g nphasize tho necd for g gigantic programme of publj
Pt \oularly rond building, throughout the length and breadth op ths |- °

oountry which would create a vast
o employment potontial and at tI
timo strengthen the infra-structurg, . . : T e

(i31) The neg
tke small house,
Promrt}'u

massive rise in employment by

d for protceting the farmer!

8 right to the an
and oqually the right of th 2 g and

€ small man to his personal

1 :
(iv) Stabilisation of prices to prevent bardship to the nassos,

S
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(v) The noed to ecnsure stablo prices for the agrioulturists.
(vi) Promotion of National Integration.

(vii) Rostoration of law and ordcr.

It is cssential that at Statc, District and Unit levels attempt must bo
made to organize the "Youth" through the newly created Youth Wing of the
Party, This alone can holp us to build up the necessary link botween

the loadership of the Party and the massos which tho party has sad}y lacked
during the last 10 yonrs of its cxistonce. It has been rightly seid that
tho Swatentra Party is a Farty of gonerals and no soldiers.

An important matter which must engage attention of tho Youth Wing will be

to clearly apprecinte and effectively deal with the problems of the Youth.
With the tremepdous incroasc in the number of young votors, no political
party can afford to ipnore their problems. In order to effoctively deal with
such probloms, it is most csscntial to identify them. This would nocd a
considerable amownt of rescarch and investigation. Among ibe more inportant
problems facing the Youth in urban and rural areas which the Party cen hope
to effeetively doal with are (1) unomployment, (2) vocational guidanoce,

(3) chcap housing, (iv) difficulties of securing admissions in schools and
colleges for deserving boys ond girls, (v) tho neecd for roecroational centres
particularly in urban areas, (vi? provision of cducational assistance liko
term foos, books, otc., ond (vii) arrangements for apprenticeship facilitios
in factories and offices.

In conclusion, a matter which cannot be over-omphasized is the alienation

of the Muslim and other minority voters towards practically all the
opposition parties during the recent elections. Shrewd political obgervers
have pointed out that ovorwhelming majority of the votes of the lyslinms,

tho schodulo classos and tribes and other ndnorities went only to the

Ruling Congress Party, It is vory important to sit down and carofully
considor this major problem which involves loss of craedibility among a large
porcentago of voters. The basic causos for this phcnomena must be carefully
idontified and every effort made to onsure a more balanced distribution

of such votos botween the Ruling and the opposition partios.



