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The trazic performance of the Swatanira Party in the mid-term
elections has shettered the hopes of practicilly all the workers and
well-wighers of the Party about its future., There are many whoeven
question the need for continuving the existence of the party. The
winding-up of the party will not only mean severe disappointment and
frustration for 211 those who believe in the Swatantra philosophy,
but also deal & herd blow to Indian democracy, as it will amount to
the winding up of t:e only genuine Opposition with & purposeful
alternative set of :rincipd®s and policies.

However, the decision to continue the existence of the party
can only be vindic:ted in the coming months &nd ye:rs, if we can
educcte and convince the people that not only our principles and
rolicies are sound and can deliver the goods, but, ve have the right
:ind of instrument -~ dependable, dedicated, intelligent and
dynamic people vorking in our organis-tion -- who can faithfully
implement the party's policies.

This requires an honest reappraisal of our policies and conduct,
which alone cen provide the clue for future programne of action to
revitalise and populerise the party.

The fi?st gtep we must take is to find out what was responsible
for Mrs, Indira Candhi's victory. Accordinu; to me the following factors
arc responsible fox her victory.

Ls To Fhe weaker sections of society she become their sole champion
who was fi'hting on their behalf against "The Es. :blishment",

24 Her ghrcwd manoeuvres to get Mr. Desai out of the Cabinet,
her dramatic wove to nationelise all banks (major ones) end later the
rFZE}gsn vanner in which she reshuffled her Cabinet succeeded in
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We must change, We must chenge immedietely. We Tust have au;aw
lendership. We must put accent on youth. 'ﬂe nust Ae:rrange ;E -
proprietics, and we must be prepaTEd_?o ghift our emnp nsis.b hig;
provide the evideuce thot we mean business., This cén o?ly ; echie=
ved through a programne of macs action end not by mouthing o

principles and policies.

Let us have & young president for the porty and let him aelec? hig )
team of office-becrers, and give a new loock to the party. It is eesier
to build-up new foces and new ideas of action.

Whet should be tlie plan of action ?

1. Indira Gendhi tolks cbout the removal of poverty, and she talks
about her ten point programate.

Let ue prepare immediately our nlans to remove poverty. It should
be simple, specific and should be easily understood. Let us go to the <
people and explain our progromae to them.

2. She talks cbout poverty, but in her scheme of things there is
more enphasis on the distribution of wealth rather than the creation
of wealth. This is for political reasons.

Let us go to the farms, factories cnd offices and let us talk about
the importance of production. Let us genercie rospect for all those
who produce things. '

Let us popularise slogans like "Wore productiion, more prosperity",
U"Banish poverty, increasc production", VYProduce or Perish!" and
"Crention first, distribution second".

I Hrs. Candhi talks about rising pri¢es. Whot couses & rise in
prices ? Explain to people in siuple langucge whet brings down the
prices,

4. Ve can immeciately frame a Charter of Demand to bring down
prices and present it to her if possible before the budiet.

5. Mrs. Gandhi talke cbout Privy Purecs and Princely Privileges.
Shc may succeed in abolishing tiem, but the matter cen still zo to the
Suprene Court, znd the verdict mey go eguinst her,

Once again she will appeer helpless, and start a tirade against the
Supreme Court,
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Thege progrommes will hels to chcnge the image of tiic party, take
the perty nearer to the people, <ill drew fresh young faces to
the marty s=nd help us to find a new cadre of party workcrs.

What should be the role of tie Swatantra Party in Parlicment ?

1, Co~operate with the government where we feel that the government
hos token the right stend,

2, Give and prescnt positive ideas and constructive schemes
respeetively to the vorious schiemes.

3. Bring forwerd new bills cnd intcresting smendments in Parlinment
and in legisletures.

4, Criticise boldly the Government if it does anything shich goes
ageinst the groin of democratic values, conventions and princi~
ples.

The Swatantra Porty should also consider scriously about starting
peaccful and messive rcsislonce after oxhausting all constitutional
means if the issues involved are seriously affecting thie lives of
our people,



