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For Congideration by the General Council

Ep———
e e i St S B

The elections to the Fifth Lok Sabhe are now over and the prophe-
cies of instebility and coalition ;overnment in the country after the
elections have been belied. Conzress(R), entirely beceuse of the
public imege created by Mrs. Indire Gandhi for herself and her party,
has come out not only successful but has also eclipsed and routed.
out almost 2ll the politicel perties of India. The greufeat credit to
the Prime Minister should be given for making people think in terms
of nationalism &8s against parochialism which had doninated Indian
political scene of the past many years. Except for the DMK in Ta@ll
Nacéu and Telengena Praja Samiti in Andhra, all pariiecs with parochial
programmes have suffered crushing defeats and it is a welcome feature
of Indien politics.

However, it is a pty that All India parties like Sw-ientra too
could not withotand the strong winds in favour of the Con;re:s(n).
Thig is beceause instead of relying upon their progreamme and explaining
lis to the people, they relied only upon the illusory popularities of
individuals, such as ex-rulers and rich industrialists, and upon nega-
tivistic slogens, such as 'Indira Hatzo! or 'Save Democracy'. Ex-rulers
and rich industrielists have created c bad public inmage for themselves
and on the other hand the FPrime Minister has created a lot of goodwill
for herself by her Porty's ten-point progremnme, measures for abolition
of ex-rulers! privileges and bank nationalisation etc., &lthough thesge
hove only emotional values and would not fulfil the objective of
removal of poverty. Richer classes stand isolated, arc opportunists,
would chift loyelties for immedicte personal gains and hence are unre-
liable. Dependence on tiem and other vested interests as Swatantra
Party has actvally shown would be a political 1liability &ud suicidal for
the Purty, I think it will be wise to let them do "Harakiri" and let
Swatantra Party follow its own programme, be independent of them and
stand on its own merits,

The Congress(R) placed before the country its objectives and a
programme for their achievement. I think the objective of every party is
to remove poverty and therefore, one cannot lave any quarrel with any
party on this issue. Other objectives, if any, are not very inportant
?o the people of Indie at the preseant moment, The coce-tance or reject-
}on‘of any _arty by the people would depend entircly up&n their confidence
in its programme for removing poverty and in this Congress(R) was direct
and gpecific althoush I do not believe its programme would achicve the
objective. Ug the other Lond the support to the privileged classes
Shg:—ao-eﬁer it ey h? Justified on legal and moral grounds) end the

watantrals associction with such support, would cost any party its rout.

The long term grovt = = : o : .
Sotiond it Rn 8 h, strength and popularity of a party will
:irfiicpoipielﬁnd since tlic Congress(R)'s progranmuc cannot achiove a
cinI ané cco;ol?vn its iresent populariiy is only short term. Its finan-
only of the e 20 ?olxcy‘L? restrictive of 211 economic activity and not
b i mc?nomlc nctlYle of big business. It is wosteful as a lot
legialation shich meoio8ical in many matters cuch as in labour
nationalise tion thr?nu benefits disproportionate to nerformance or banlk
mentction of the-;;ggrfzigegu?fgect‘tions beyond resources. The imple_.
= f°° burcaucratic to } +08 up machinery which is too monopolistic
n< thet the Congres { z

bt ngress(R) will duntain 4
8 long if Svatantra Party cﬂnbglizie tn“uustaln_lta public imnge for
SrORLiYs 8. progranme which is a1 alternative programme beforo the

nt’ friondag, prepared to incur the wrath of its

abllity to show progress in improvins; the living stand-ra.’

§ Do of the liking of the public. Thus I do not thi-
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Swetantre Porty should forge for itself an image of a Paorty of the
niddle classes, pcnsint oroprictors, small business, profeasi?nql mana-
gers and sclf cmployed persons. It should unequivocally comm%t'i?salf
ap being egainst vested interests of any kkind, be those Of?ﬂllthl&ﬂS,.

reaucrats, monopolistic big busincss or ex-rulers. Thus it o&n Icommlt
to minimise state control on economic activity, to remove: wotection to
bis business and to crecte anc help snall business to stocnd against big
business, to democratise copital and professionalise management in the
privete scctor, to divert bulk of the country's savings to the agricule
tu-2l sector even at the coot of big industry except thot which is
osBential for the security of the country and to remove glaring exhibi-
tion of pover of money cnd authority.

Bulk of tho middle classes belong to fixed incoae group of people.
The policies of the undivided Conpress and those of the Congress(R
have resulted in sbnormal fazll in the velue of thc Rupee. [he prices {
of commodities have gone up and are continuing to rise all the time., .
Syatantra Party c uld effectivoly mobilise public opinion on this issuc.
But public opinion will mot turn in its favour and be sustoined by o .A
mere criticism of the Governioent. Other methodsa such as criticism,
even picketing and boycott, of thc business community at feult and
orgonising of associctions for supply of commodities at reasonable _ﬁl
profits would change its image of being a porty of the vested interests
to o party of the middle classes. Likewise progrocmmes which help peasant
proprictors in increcasing productivity and obtainins economic and social
benefits from the Government ctc., vwould obtain the confidence of this
import nt c:tegory of people for the Party. The business community must
be made to recalise their social responsibility in their own intcrest
and the Party should help educate it, P.rticularly tic smcll businesses
con bo weaned away to support the Party's progroume if they can be
organised to get fair treatment from the big business, market protection,
eagy and cheap eredit cte.

I do @ot think the above programme is against the basic objectives and H‘h
principlos of the Swatantra Party. It is positive in approach, consecr- :
vative conparcd to the loftistic outlook present in the country and is
designed for the benefit of the people in general vwithout a bias to

any particular comaunity. This programne, sustained over o nericd of

tinc, should be able to thrn the tide in the country in ita fevour.
After-ell Swatantra is cn A1l India Porty, vwithout its image ternished

by comiunalism and it is tic only Party with o definite all India g l'
Profranne not equivocal with the programne of Congress(R) and the \?'
rect of the politiecl partics of India, It will Eowever require
uncquivocal demonstration, exposition and action to buila upAPublic imcge.



