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PRIVATE [, CONPIDENTIAL

Bxtraot fran Dr. Cooper's letter of March 28, 1972
to Mr. H.l. Patel

m——

1e

) It is very obvious that the prograrme of our Ferty hes not
attracted the people of Ingia in spite of our strenucus efrarts extending
over o periocd of more then ten years. The fact that the programue of our
Party has been rejected rightly or wrongly, has became more obvious since
the mid-term poll of 1971, and later, during the recent elections to the
State legiclaturea.

I feel that there are three altermatives open to us :
(1) continuance of Swatantra Party, as it is;
(11) %o merge the Party with other liYe-minded party or parties; and

(1i1) aissolve the Swatamtra Party and leave our members to decide for
themselves what they are goind to do in fubture. Same of us mighs
prefer 4o remain out of any political party and vet fo txy to
form public opinion, as best as they can, and also do jubliec
gervice. Some others mizht vamt to join other lile-winded parties.
A few night decide to join the ruling-party itself, in an eflord®
to reform it from inside.

In my persconal opinion, the third scems to be the best altornative
open to us. BSince our programme has not attracted the masses, it is no use
trying to further spend away the limited human and material resources in an
effort to continue ac long as we can. These are badly needed by the country.
The second alternative also does not seem to be open to us today in view of
the unwillingness of the democratic parties in opposition to form an United
Front or a new party with new name, symbol and flag. Turther merit of my
suggestion ig also to reduce the number of political parties vhich is so
badly needed.

aiticm.I ai]; a.wa.fa of the fs_tct that a si_x_':gle—party rule is a dangerous prppo-

S okiicn fﬂu-g very eas.ll_? lead to dictatorship. However, the parties in

e masv-cm;re :Uqbadl}’hsl"lmtert?d and the resources, both in terns of money

i pe;haps 1;111_35.‘51011 media, arc so tightly controlled by the ruling-party

o laes Pre"nrec; 1s not much use fighting from the 6pposition benches, unles=
I 60 resort to direct action as suggested by Rajaii.

the Hazi‘;zzlldh?:i -€ you 1o distribute this leiter in agvance to the members of
e Ao a_.ec:z‘tive ard the General Council. It is only intended %o
wriher thought on the various issues I have raised. It is quite

brobable that pome o il
I have stateg nbnw.r;;maw or our members will hold a view contrary to whet

|
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80 that you can sce how mar mind runs.
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PRIVATE & COHILIENTIAL

%, U, liam Amersey's Bejoinder of April 1, 1372

“ Meny thanks for the copy of your letter to Shri H,IL Patel. I have
faced so many defeats that I now refuse to be defeated by defcais. I also
very firmly believe that there cannot be any compromise with fundaneir;als.
Keep fundamentals intact and you can chop and change strategys But I see
fram your letter that your faith in our fundamentals has been shalen. You
are ly keepin; success as the yardstick. I fcel most of us were awarc

thot we were faeing a difficult and uphill task in pursuit of Swatamira
Ideology. Our ideology, I believe, is the truth. DMNuch more so in today's
contoxt than ever before. Thus your second and third alternatives I mentally
reject. There is hardly any party left which can be called '1ike-minded'.

Organisation Congress is a party which blindly follows the Congress
Party's thinking. Jan Sangh has radically charged its cconomic thinlcing
and its leader Shri Bajpail can be terned a 'Hingu Indira'. Ilany have tried
'working from vithin' the Congress as you suggest some of us ghould do now.
The only ones who have successfully dore so are the Commumnists. The rest
have fallen a prey to self-sceking, They dare not do anything but raise
their fingers. I am sure neither you or me can be adept at finger raising.

The only answer thus is as Rajaji says is Direect Action. This means
a change of glancc on owr part and preparedness, to suffer for viat we
believe in, nmludj_.ng going to jail. Our cause, I believe, is noble enough
for us to enjoy a jail if necessary. The fight has to be fousht by the
camitted young, Whomsoever has mental walls against our new policies may
iemain in the bacliround, But I am sure even those will be drawn ultimately
Girﬂ;zubnztt;];fg 21’_10 sheer logic of it. If we fail we shall fight again.
S mrenlug :ﬂ :fl;l:c?.fa? change if our means are within the walls of purity,

% youlhh:epe I do no’_r. sound too sanctimonious. If I do kindly excuse me.
copies 0? sent copies of your letter to a few friends, I an also sending
my reply Yo the same friends. T trust this is in order.




PRIVATE & CONFIDENTIAL .

-

ke )ry Gooper's reply of Arril 5, 1972

" This is vith further refercnce to uy lctter of
28th March, 1972.

In the neantime I have received a reply from Kujuji.

The only other alternative to the winding up of the Party
suggested in my yrevious letter is the acceptance of a2 time-bound
yrogramme of direct-actioa. Such a progrenue should resort to
direct zction demonding the following: -

(1) The All-India Radio and T.V., should be managed by an
autonomous corporation with an independent chairman
and should not continuc any longer as a Government
Department,

(2) The prescnt exorbitnnt snlaries of the Central Government
Ministors, ncmely, M. 4,%0,000 o year should be cut down
very substanticlly in tiae interest of "'Garibi Hatao'.

(3) The prices must be kept under control and in any cvent
the annual rise in prices should not exceed 3 jer ceat.

(&) The misuse of governmental machinery by the ruling-part;
for election purposes must be stop ed forthwith.

(5) Therc should be gunr nteed employment for 2ll inecluding
every educated unemployed.

.

(5) There should be an immediite ban ox illepal wonations
from businessmen and incdustrialists to the ruling-party
in the sha,c uvi souvenir advertisements.

m - ! 5 . - 1 -
(?) There should be no attempt to interfere with the freedon

of the Press,.

) 3 2 1 3 5

The above are only a few illustrative points. The
ITOSTAmMEe Wi he : A o i '
srogramie will have to be carefully thought out an implenented.

Aok o S
A= jou will recall Rajaji alsc has advocated direct-action
for the Swatantrea Party.

LAt :I Srzﬁﬂﬁt Ve pay give detailed thouzht to this matter
g% %ie lorthcoming meeting of the lNational Executive and the

General Council. :



B 1. ladhu Mehta's Rejoindor of April 6, 1972

f I haye oceived a copy Of your lebics addressed %o I%. H.IL. Patel,

our Prosident.

I do not thirk that it is correct to sey the programie of ow f rty
nas not attract. 4 the people of India ingpitc of our strenuous cfiaris
extonded over a pariod of more then ten ycars. I am surc you a:eﬁ.:s:are of
the fact that from the 1st of August 1959 till the elections in 19675 tho_
s atantra Party's stride in the legislatures and in Purliament ves mf:teor:l.c.
We succoeded in gisplocing the Compunists in Porliament and beeame e
gingle largest opposition in Parliement to the then undivided Congresd.

We gradually bec:ne a major opposition party in Gujerat, Rajasthan, Biher,
Andhra and Orissa in the State Iegislaturc. After 1967 cloetions due %0 a
number of ieciors such as lack of proper follér-up action, failwre ©o
develop grass-root argenisation, lack of proper nureing of the congtituencica,
indiscipline, quarrels among the Pariy members at the suate level, the
Party suffored the final disastor in the last IHd-term eleetionc for Loz
Sabha and also the recent clections to the various S.ate Ieglslatures.
Moot of the retsons for our failure have been very aptly described in the
Mid~Term Report ywiiich weo published by us in 1969 and which was adopted

by the General Council of the Swatantra Party on November 15 of the same
year. I am encloging a copy of the IHd-Term Report herewith.

You have put three alternatives before the Party., I am sorry I do
not agree with nny one of thepe @lternatives you have suzgested, IT is
obvious that we cannot continue the Swatantra Pariy =sit has been functioning.

You teli about merging the Party with other like-minded pazty or
parties. After the last Mids=term elections to the Lok Sabha L wonder
whether there is eny Party left in the country vhich can be described as a
lile-minded party. BEven the Jan Scngh afier its Ghazisbad Sesoion has
adopted a Bocialist posture, and for which it had 1o pay very dearly in the
last clections. Congress (05 vith its 22-point Programme and the Socialist
Tarty with its oxtreme leftist radicalism, surely cannot be describod as
like-minded poities., Whatever may be the state of our orsaniscdion vwe are
the only party leit in the comtry with a set of prineiples and nolicics
which alone rorresent the true and genuine voice of dissent in dic couniry.

I think tint to dissolve the Swatantra Party and {0 leave membe.s 1o
deeide for themselves what they are going 1o do in the Ffuture will be the
Erzzzcit dis-service not only to owr Party and what it stands for, bub it
:“n e ;oiigzz?nﬁgfdis-aemicq t0 the cause of democracy for vhich ve are
PR e s o ourse Some ?f us 1':(_::1:.1::1 ]E'rr?fer to remain cut of any
but surely the cH"- Ty and c_}dil‘caw public opinion and render public 8ervice,
R alolguirmance of the Purty do s not came in the way of rendering

ad educating the public.

I now caun ¢
- 1 10 3 ; : ; iz ] et 2
join the Ruling Py yor last point viz., that some of ug may decide %o

B i ty itself in an effort to reform it fram ingide., Ilcre,

JOU To seriously comgider the following arcuments:
frean evia Fmes

owm Ln(—i?r:ﬂ_;? :w-:ﬂ:;; h‘;w" ne ideology. They are there Lo serve their

becane & purchages Gr}:rn;s?:iler ang ratromage. - The entire orgeni ction has

Price in return for vhioh wprlicdt o d, ouper has beon peid his or her

Tosult ig to b ... oict @xplicit obedience is cxpected from them. The

© TeeR in a campletely total lack of interest disploved by the
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Congress members in Parliamentary proccedings ever since -I_;he P*-rliamen“_-;
opened on Iarch 13, Iven the Cabinet has no hand in freming the bolicics
of Mrs. Condhi's govermrment. lMrs. Gandhi has became a Sum emo who conducts
the affairs of her empire with the help and advice of the membzrs_of her
kitchen cabinet. The most interesting aspect of the whole aittmt:l.m is
that the Congress has even succeeded in corrupting and demoraliging the
CPI members after their last alliance with the Congress. Hogt glaving
exemple is thet of Mr. Rajni Patel in Bambay .

Another interesting example which I would lile to point oui to you is tie
reaction of some of the Congress and CPI members vhen the Wenchoo Cammittec
Report on direct taxes was published. They pramptly dubbed it ag a
Swvatantra report. I think it will be an exercise in futility if any of us
nourish the illugion th:t by our joining the Congress we will be able to
change the heart and soul of the Oomgress Party vhich has been extinet for
ol 1011@ time.

I think thet the disastrous defeat suflicred by the Swatantra Party should
pranpt all of us io do some honest Soul-searching to cnable us o cone o
the right conclusion as o why, inspite of our very sound sct of principles
and policies, we have not been able to attract the people tovards us.

I have came to the following conclusions after having toured extensively
various places and having met a large number of rank and file and other
pecple in various states.

(1) Prom 1959 to 1967, the main rcason fur our success in various Sicfes
and in Porliament vas that our top leadership after having prescnted to
the people a first-class alternative yrogramme to the Ruling Porty attracted
the imagination of some really respected and popular pecople irom vorious
States who joincd the Party. We had people like Shri Bhailalbhai Patel,
Raja of Ramgarh, Rajmata Gayatri Devi, Mr. Jinaraja Hegde and . V.-.
Menon from lfysore, Ifr. R.Ne Sinzh Deo of Orissa, and a mmber of other
prominent personalities from Bambay. These people because of their
popularity and respeet they enjoyed personally mamsed to atircct many
more pcople in the Party and succeeded in winning a mmber of seats in
various State Legislaturcs and the Lok Sabha, This process conbtimued by
and large i1l 1967. After that, barring a few honourable exceitions, nob
all of them could eongolidate these gains by building up a grass-root
organigation. Thus the decay in orgenisation started.

J:EE:};m 'ﬂm‘cme mo:rt- common camplaint that I hed fram the yanlt ond £ile and
a:gtivﬂuwlde_about our Porty's functioning ves thot our Eorty brcomes
1thwc Only &t the time of elections and th t no attontion wue mid to
e‘ = °r cantact the rank and file or to give them any programic of action
2; ;tjmaﬁmc {n. d:.rcctic;n was coming from anywhere either fram the Centre
o m Sictes, While I am awarc of the fact that many atitompts have
L oilhadc iram the Central leadership in the past to give orgonicatioml
it er gu,i.damc to The State Party with organisational matticrs
follcw:;p-icgr‘mues' I think merely issuing pancr directives vd-thout
o t§~°£ cetion undertalen by frequent Personal tours and cond
4 rcmcmbc:- reasons wiy these directives did not ovoke tho
o Gen'-xmlr;‘;gl% a “;‘31'3" interesting circular fram you shen rou worae
ek :::- -I_- D i T i - = 8 3 .

T e "ai“IY -~ ‘-f.t th%‘__ manner in vhieh finaneial resources in the

: Taeed «t the State and obher Primary 3 1a 1 yot
Progross was made in this as i T TN A e KO
P C in this direcction anywhore. The moral of +) i g
Wit constant sunervisi 3 - F A
T3 the ¥t s on, encourasement and persistent follow-un of action
} &/ 10 Succcss and not the satisfaction of havi i At s
1OWever scngiblo "nd B nving dssued dircetives

A . ‘ cminent they may be. Camplete lacl: of traindie.
rank ang file about our Partv'ls ; A Off S UREERIING 6 SR
W

& principles and molicies and Frogroaxie ot tho

L0
oLy
acus is

desired rooponsc.



State and Contre has also contributcd to domoralisation amongst ihe rent and
file.

I beliove that only by a2 complete understanding of Swatantra's ?rin?i;:lus
-nd Policics by cvery one of us, o can succeed in building ur cmogional
loyaltics o thc causc of Svatentra.

(3) The zcason thy vc have failed to carry conviction +Ath the xoyle that
we are not & party.of and for the rich is bécause no gserious thought has
over been given to project our principles and policics in a menncr which will
diepel the ¢oubto in the minds of the people about our Porty. lies action,
mase dcnonstration and agitctions alvays have been frovmed upon as taboo.

In tho Lok sabha particularly, our members always concenicated more on
cconomic ispucs ond were always hesitant %o expose corruption in high places
vhen it concerned industrialists for fcar of being misunderctood by tham.
With the virtual monopoly of the Press and other means of commmicaiion
enjoyed by the Buling P rty it was not possible to sprcad owr mcsscre 10 the
meocimum nunbor of pcople by deperding only on passing very carefvlly wacded
resolutiong in closed door mectings.

There has bardly been any contact leave alone between Central lccdezship and
the rank and file but in cerinin Sitaies also there has hardly been any

contact betweon the Siatc leadership and the rank and file. In cortein States,
I vas shocked to discover that there has hardly been cny contact totween the
State leadership and their clected IMIAs.

These are saic of the serious drawy-backs viich have contributed to owr dowm-
falls Te will hove to rebuild the Perty fran serateh, o mwi learn to
change our imare vdithout snerifiecing the basic principlos of our “o+by. I
is not ponsible %o do that if we continue in the same fashion, viz., gettisz
active only at the time of cleetions. We wAll have to educate public opinion
on Sna?-‘.n'tru valucs end Swatantra way of life. Mra, Gendhi is helping us a
great deal, THor brand of sceialiem has only succecded in erccting +hu mons-t;:-r
of pormit~quotc-licciice raj vhich has unlcashed corruption on an unmmecedented
scale. In faet, the Swatontra Party vill now have to Tight the nogt “;,-rvcx-'t
ﬁgrila;? m&ttr?._clisr:. waich has been let loose Ly the most pervorse E:iné. of
sc:icuzailhzfaﬁ;icr??; Dilmay ‘Eake t:i.r.L- .i‘or the paople to r2alise how
the systen, 'E)ut e mu;t sgartwﬁc:?lor; . Qecu;:;;f: rcstleff- ?rﬂ_istart_hating
SR IEEIETLY v ANEIA b st b ingm Ezm 1]:?“ ony .u,rdf s:o u.1:1: at a‘surt:.blc.-
will have been completely éisi‘-'lrf"-iop;dm; f e _:om o peo_gle i3

E llugione y Krs. Ganghi'’s socialism,

]:.u‘i.; us not losc heart,
must fight because the Swat
for in the country today. 7

Ours may be a siruggle for a life time, but we
entra cause is the only cause thet is worth fighting



