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1 have received a copy of your letter addzessed to Mr. H. M. Patel

Ny dear Fussi,

think numumtmm-ormm

L:.::*-tmm people of India inspite of our stremuous efforts
od of more than ten years, I am sure you are
that from the let of Auust 1959 till the elections

re Party's stride in the legislatures and in
succeeded in displacing the Communists
Parlisment and became the single largest opposition in Farl iament
vided Congresns. Ve gradually becace a major Upposl=
on Party in Cujarst, Rajasthen, Blhar, Andhze and Oricss in the
tate Legislature, After 1967 elections due to a pumber of fegtors
such as lack of proper followsup actiom, failure io develop grass
ro0t organisation, lack of proper nursing of the constituoncies, indio-
cipline, quarrels smong the Party members st ihe state level, the
Party suffered tle final disaster in the last Mid-Term elections
for Lok Sobha ond also the recent elections to the waricus State
legislatures, Most of the reasons { r our faillure have been very
sptly described in the Mid-Term Report which was published by us in
1969 and which was adopted by the Goneral Council of the Swatantra
Party 4n Sovember 15 of the same yesr. I am enclosing a copy of
the Mid-Tdrm Report herewithe.
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You have put three alternaiives bvefore the Party. I am sorry I

do not agree with any one of these alternatives you have suggested.
It ie obvious that we cammot continue the Swatuntra Party es 1t has
been functioning,

You talk sbout merging the Party with other-like-minded Partyor

Parties. After the last Mid-Term elections to the Lok Sabba I wonder
woethe: there is any Party left in the country which can be decoridele
a8 a like~minded party. Even the Jan Sengh efter its Chasiabad

Secsion has adopted a vociallist posture end for which it had to pvp-r
very dearly in the last elections, Congrecs (0) with its 22-point, ' iese
and the Sccialist Party with its extreme leftist radicalism, surely .y
camnot ve deseribed as likeeminded pariies. UVhateve® may be the st-.-m-n
of our organisation we are the onmly party left In the country with apig’ '
set of principles and policies which alone represent the true and <
genuine voice of dissent in the country. . by

I think that f{o dissolve the Smetantra Party and to leave meémbers t.ﬁ'u
decide for ihemselves what lhey ave going t© do in the future will

be the greatest disservice not only to our Perty and what it stands {1e €
for bu!. it would be a distinct diseservice Lo the cause of democracy
for which we are c1l in politics. Uf course some of us would prefer
t0 remain out of sny political party and try and educate publie
opinion and render publie service, but surely the continuance of the
Party does not come in the way of remdering publ ¢ service and
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educeting the publice

int viZ., tlet some of us may decide to join
”"“"“"‘f&."ﬁi':u.m' to reform it from inside, Hexre,

}h:n.‘l.l 1ike you to seriously consider the following arguments »

m il
tire organisa~ |
and to share er and pstronage. The en 4
::nlg::r:::m a pnhur:rmluttm Every member Lag been paid his
or her price in return for which explicit obedience is expected from -
them. The result is to be seen in a completely total lack of interes
displayed by the Congress members in Parliamentaxy proceedings ever
since the Perlisment opemed on March 13, Even the Cebinet has no hand
in froming the policies of Mrs, Gandhi's government, Mrs, Mhih l.:;
bedome & Supremo who conducte the affeirs of her empire with the P
and adviece of the members of her kitchen cabinet, The most interest-
ing asspect of the whole situation 1s that the Copgress has even guccee-
ded in corrupting and demoralizing the CPI members after their last
alliance wi th the Congress, Most ;laring example is that of lMr. Rajni

ther interest example which I would 1ike to point out to you is
:ﬁ: :‘-:actlon of ﬁﬁ. of the Congrecs and CPI members when the Wanchoo
Cormittee Report on direct taxes was publisheds They promptly dubbed
it ao o Swatentra Reporte I think it will be an exercise in futility
if my of us nourish the illusion that by our joining the Congress we
will be able to change the heart and soul of the Congress iarty w.ich
has been extinet for a long time,

I think that the disasterous defeat suffered by the Swatantra farty
ghould prompt all of us to do some honest soul=searching to cnable us
to cone to the right conclusion ae to why, insplte of our very sound
set of principles and policies, we have not Leen able to attract the
people towards us. I have come to the following conclusions after
having toured extensively verious plsces and having met a large number
of rank and 51.1. and other people in verious states,.

(1) From 1959 to 1967, the main reason for cur success in various
States and in Parlisment was that our top leadership aftor having
presented to the people a firsteclags alternative programme to the
Buling Party attracted the imaginatfon of sone really pespected and
popular jeople from various States who joined the Party, Ve had people
1ike Shri Bhailalbhai Patel, Raja of Ramgarh, Rajmata Gayatrl Devi,

Mr. Jinaraja Hegde and Mr., V,F.Menon frem Mysore, Mr, L..5ing;h Deo of
Orissa, and a samber of other prominent perscnalities from Bombay. Thest
people because of their popularity and respect they enjoyed personally
managed to attract many more people in the Party and succeeded in winni’
& nuaber of seats in various State Legislatures and the Lok Sabha, Thie’®
proceas continued by and large t111 196%7. After thaty, barring a few
honourable exceptionsy, not all of them could consolidate these gains by

:uﬂtﬁ.:f up a grass=root organisstion. Thus the decay in organisation

{2) The one most common complaint thet I had from the ro :
1 ank and file £
frou outelde about our Party's functioning was that our Party betoume’
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only o time of elections end that no attention was paid o
:::: oonia:: mﬂn rank and file or to give them any programme of
ac and no senoe of direction was doming from anyvhoere olthr‘tﬂ -
the Centre or f-om the Statess Waile I am sware of the fact that many
have been made from the Central leadership in the past to give org 180~ i
tional and other guidance to the State Party with organisational ma PN
and other prograunes, I think merely issuing peper directives without E .
any followsup of action undertaken by frequent personal tours and & =
contacts is one of the rcasons why these directives did not evoke the
desired recponses I remember receiving & vexy interesting circular "
from you when you were the Ceneral Seoretary about the manter in whic
financisl resources in the Party cculd be raised et the State and other
Primary levels. And yet g8 was made in this direction any-
vhere, The moral of the is that constant supervision, emcoura e=
ment and pereistent followeup of action is the key to success and not
the satisfaction of having issued drectives however sensible and eminent
they may be. Complete lack of training to our rank and file about our
Party's principles and policies and programme at the State and Centre

has aleo contributed to demoralisation amongst the rank and file,

I bvelieve that by a complete understanding of Swatantra's Principles i
and Policies Yy ne of us, we can succeed in building up ews emotio- |
nal loyalties to the cause of Swatantra. _

(s) The resson why we have falled to carry conviction with the people
that we aro not & party of and for the rich is because no serious thought
hae ever been given to project our principles and policies in & manner
which will dicpel the doubts in the minds of the people about our Purty,.
Moss action, moss demonstration and sgitations alwaye have been frowmed
upon as taboo, In the Lok Sabha particularly, our members always concen=
trated more on economic issues and were alvays hesitant to expose corrup-
tion in high places when it concerned industrialists for fear of being
misunderstood by them. With the virtual monopoly of the Press snd other
means of communicotion enjoyed by the Ruling Party it was not possible to
sread our megsage to the maximum number of people by depending only on
pascing very corefully worded resolutions in closed door meetings,

There has hardly been any contact leave alone hetween Central leadersidp
and the renk end file but in certain States also there has hardly been
any contact betweon the State leadership and the rank and file, In
certain States, I was chocked to diseover that there has hardly been any
contact between the State leadership and their clected lMLAs,

These are some of the serious drawebacks which have contributed to our
downfall. We will have to rebuild the Porty from seratch. We muet learn
to change our image without sascrificing the basie principles of our Party,
It o not posaidble to do that if we continue in the seme fashion, vize,
getting active only at the time of elections, We will have to educote
public opinion on Swatantra values and Swatantra way of life, Mrs.Gandhi
is helping us a great deal, Eer “rand of socianlism has only succeeded in
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Let us not lose heart. Ours moy %e a st e for a life time, but
wa nust Light hmu.tho Swatanira cause the only cause that 1s

worth fishting for in the country today.

Thanking you, A 7
Yours sincerely, ;;
bt fott— BB

(Madhu Mohta) .

Dre le Ue CDONT‘
P,C,Hansotia & Cosy
Hahstma Gandhi Road,
Iombay 1.
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CC: Shri C. Rajagoralachari
Haoroji Road
Chetput
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e MR, Masand

148, Mghatma Gandhi Roed
Bombay 1.

Mr. H-H- Pﬂtﬂl



