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Menmers of the Lok Sabha E bj/—v_;

|¢ould not have adjourned un -

-ahapgi‘:: note. On Friday NG~

many on the Opposition ben- .
ches protested against the
decision, as did some in the
Rajya Sabha (for the bounty
‘|has been bestowed on mém-
Eheri,- of j'?:ith Ho:;es}.stﬂwﬂh

elees, gm; past expe-
rience, it very doubtful
,whether the critics wil] take
up the sarcastic challenge by
the Minister of Parliamentary
Affairs, Mr Raghuramiah, that.
those who do not like the in-
crease in }he daily allowanca
need not accept it '

It is axiomatic that a coun-|
try should pay its law-makers
réasonably well, as it should
its engineers, surgeons, civil,
servants, teachers and others.
Also, there is no doubt that

rices have almost continuous-
v increased, not only in this
country: so have salaries, in-
cluding those of Con
in the USA and MPs in Bri=
tain. But an essential differ-
ence bétween Members of
' Parliament and other salaried
[EE‘:ps cannot be overlooked;

alone are in the hapﬁb‘.
| position of being able to fix
their own pay and perks. They
are expected, therefore to ex-
ercise, in the matter of wage
demands, greater restraint-
than the low-paid Govern-
ment emplovees and others are
being™ asked to do from time
to time. Friday’s decision on
MPs' pay and perquisitee
I‘hardly conforms to this crite-

rion.

The last time the MPs gave
themselves a pay rise was in
1964 when their monthly
salary was increased from
Rs 400 to Rs 500 and their
daily allowance from Rs 21to

3l. To raise the allowance!
by as much as two-thirds in |
less than five years cannot'
but be considered excessive, |
especially when in no other|
sector have fixed incomes
been increased at this rate,
Furthermore, even before the
latest increases, the MPs en-
joyed generous perquisites in-
cluding  heavily subsidized '
housing, free rail travel all
{lover the country, free tele-
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