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Dear MNr. Hasaii, gC3L{ 2
I am enclosing herewith a
copy of my short speecch made on
S3rd April in the Lok Sabha on
the Bill moved by Shri Madhu
Limaye relating to compulsory
formation of students”union.
With best wishes,
Yours sincerely,
- Rwmo~=2,

L. (D. N. Patodia)
Shri M,R., Masani, M.P.

2, Tughlak Road,
New Delhi-11.

Encl: As above.
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April 1969 nhilq.#pi ng
'Hadhn gfmnya rglhting to Qﬁ

ey - | \ Epuse to the largers nceds for constructive participation
:f_ w - between students and the educetional authorities. So far .
: as the spirit of the Bill is comcerned, L em in agroeement i
I hope that by this process some constructive coord#natian
will be poseible between the students and the educe tional
éuthnrities‘so that the encrgies of the students can be

cenalised more towards education, towards constructive

approach znd not tcwards verious political mztters as they
“are indulging ut the ioment., While apprecieting the spirit,
Tﬁ;: : . I cannot help saying that in respect of some of the matters,
‘ l the mover of the Bill has gone wrong.

There are certain clauses in the Bill over which I would
1ike to comment briefly. First is clause 3 of the Bill which
provides for (1) compulsory formation of students! union in
each University, and (2) it provides for sutomatic enrolment
of ecvery student as a member of the Union unless he notifies
to the contrary. Now this provision for statutory formation
of a students' union hos not met with great success elsewhere.

- It gives a handle to various political parties to convert these

unionsinto a chess-board of politics., Attempt will be made

by parties to impose their authority, te grad the power for
political purposes. This is a great danger. When lMussolini

‘a made the Unions as statutory, it did not meet with success.,
Therefore, I believe formation of ¢ students' union should

be voluntery and should not be made statutory. IT it is

4
mede statutory, in my opinien, we will be running the risk ._W%

Fpag |

of convertimg it into a political chess-board. Ry

‘he other clause over which I pronose to comment briefly"
is clause (6).
courts,

the stu

Here @ provision has been made that in various
adademic councils and other bodies of the University

dents will heve compul sory perticipation, Students

entation., In effect it will mean
t in the matter of Selection of curricule, in the matter
even in thehattsr of apoointment
Students will ai¢ along with University
will hove their voice. This again is o tyre
| nd over yhich most of the Buropoan countries ot the
Foment are sgiteted. Even there the public opinion is rot
+ele !

osxr obout it, T¢ is not wnll-undarugpoa &8 to how oy

0 hiuao’f hea gﬂt tq_hu .dunataﬂ and

will have compulsory renrcs
the
of selaction or syllabus and
of teachers etec., the
buthoritiecs ang

of' dems

i

stucent wt
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JJ:Mzﬁa dbdudtnd at the time of payment of tuition feces.

Thisa

‘ﬁ?r;'Bo‘read with Clause 3 which makes it compulscry for every

lwistudant to: bucomo a Merber, unliess he inforus to the auntrary
This is an apperatus which will mean that these student

. organisations will ultimetely be controlling huge waalth.

‘ flere I would say that simply by virtue of the fact that thay.- £
wnuld be conbrolling this wealth, there will be an attempt
by certein other individusls and non-educutional organﬂaations

o
or political porties to have their control over this orraniaﬂti_ﬁ%
That would be the denger by whick the purpose for which we arots Q
thinking of seeking thecoordimation ol [lc r~*ulents will 59
defedted.

In Indiz there is larger and larger involvement of students K
in undesirable political activities. I was receutly toid,
in respect of qné particular university, one of the candidates
spent ©s much as 15.20,000 for an election to the Union.

X was also told thot there is & proposal in some of the
unions that some of the office bearers should be provided with
a perménent conveyance to work for the Union. We hove to take
care of these things, It is anybody's guess from where these

finonees are bein: orreénzed. Put of course, it ia quite clear

thet they are not being arranged by that section which wants
to promote educmtion. The spirit of the Bill and the sptriﬁwr

of any such coordinstion should be to prowote the cause of

education, to bring shout better coordinstion betveen the .?iu'_”ﬂ

students end educational authorities and not to promote th;

causes of rift or a chessboord of politics,
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Tale Dill is intended for circulotion snd T foel that br'#ﬁn
time public opinion is obtained and th

1s comes back after f?
80 mapny chaonges ror the battur.

himuelt uill fumthnr

and melie necessory changnq that uny hn duﬂ;rable
in the comtext of tLe situationu. 3+

circuletion, there would be

I am hopeful thet the hen'ble Mover
examine i
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