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My dear Masani, ,J)C?‘“‘ .

I was glad to read in this
morning's papers that you congra-
tulated Dharma Vira. Please read
what I wrote yesterday and sent
down to the press for Swarajya.

Yours sincerely,

encl: 1 r ; (/C'/%OM

31"1 H-R.H&smi H. Pt’
2, Tughlak Road
New Delhi - 11



BEAL RFEADER--d

Muca To THE ‘disappointment of
a class of newsmen, the crisis
threatened by the Communists in
West Bengal over the Govemnor's
address ended tamely, even as
the crisis threatened by the Com-
munist zone of Germany over the
election of the Federal Republic
President in West Berlin ended
tamely, both on March 6.
*

RererRine To THE West Bengal .

affair, I am really unable to d
any authority, either in the
Constitution or in the accepted
conventions relating to the sub-
ject, for the position taken up by
some that the Govemnor should
adopt as his own the whole of
the draft address prepared by
his Council of Ministers, whatever
it may contain, and read it all
out to the joint session of both
Houses of the State Assembly.
The Governor’s address is inten-
ded to be a statement of the
policy of the new ministry. The
new ministers may hold their own
opinions on what haEpened before
the mid-term poll but such opi-
nions are not a legitimate part
of the draft they prepare for the
Governor's address to the new
Assembly, nor is he to be expected
to adopt those opinions as his
and express them as such in his
address. Govemors are bound to
act on the advice of their minis-
tries, but this refers to Govern-
ment action. The identification
of the Governor with his minis-
ters cannot apply to epinions
entertained by the ministers on

happening ‘before they came into

existence,

.The portions of the address
which formed the subject of dis-
pute in the West Bengal contro-
versy and which the Governor
refused to read, were all criti-

cisms of happenings before the

mid-term ]lm I therefore fail to
see any plausible justification for
the complaint of the West Bengal
Ministry on the fwser of others
over this subject. :

*

WhAT was ALt right when the
Union Government and the Gov-
emments of the States were all
of one political  party, need not be
a rational or convenient arrange-
ment when the States and ﬁnc
Centre have all gone apart in the
political affiliations of ministers
and legislators. A State Gover-
nor ought not to force himself to
read out what is written out by
the State ministry when he wholly
differs from it. Nor is there any-
thing to be gained by such com-
pulsory ritual being gone through,

e Governor who is appointed
by the Centre should be the Sup-
Ieme authority responsible for
the protection of the permanent
't:ﬂlcin.l_s‘ “_.ﬂ"',i.',",'“ , Injustice arising
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recruitment and &ood conduct of
the permanent officials should be
under the Public Services Comn-

. mission and the Goveror. The
Governor should be the supreme
authority for preserving law anc
order irrespective of party li-
cies, The Governor may address
the State Assembly and the
Council when they sit in joint
sessions on matters relating to
what would thus be his resgon-
sibility. He may make such obser-
vations as, in his cali‘acily of a
non-party agent of the Centrai
Government, he may consider
appropriate in the prevailing cir-
cumstances of the State. The oul
lining of government policy must
be left to the Chief Minister of
the State.

The present ritual performance
of the Gavernor setting out the
ministry’s policy must be given up
as outdated by changes in the
political pattern of India that have
now developed.

All these things may mean
changes in conventions and per-
haps also in the Constitution, But
the changes are necessary. Ima-
tional fictions canmot be kept
going. It is not good for anybody
to be intimidated or otherwise
compelled to say things which his
heart rebels against.. The Gover-
nor need not be asked to give up
his  conscience or self-respect
because of his appointment.

*

Tue Cowxcress FuLry deserved
the defeat and disgrace inflicted
on it by Bengal. Indeed it made
me glad. But apart from this
aspect of the battle, it is sad that
the land which produced the great
big patriots whom all India vene-
rates should turn from wisdom to
totalitarian ideology. I hope my
fears will prove wrong and that
in spite of the necessity to hold on
to election promises, the new
Government of Bengal will tuyn-
out to be something very different
from what it looks like now. Let
us hope that the Government will
ive to industry and agriculture
rm  support  and help the
maintenance of harmony betweéen
those who furnish the capital and
those - who do “the hard work,
which only can produce pros-
perity for all concerned. Then
indeed Bengal will prove true to
herself and faithful to the great
spirits which she produced and of
whom she is rightly proud, May
the hammer truly” represent the
progress of industry and the sickle
that of agriculture, May the
Communist symbol acquire a new
meaning in Bengal,
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eortaln seetlons in the country,the ordimry
: mn ‘M!Wﬂiﬂ beoause , as
e Pikaner ssid earlier, Copgress Party
 Avitlative, Lo Rajesthan and now they take the
m;ﬂiuﬂ-ﬂauhm Borgal. This is

uum hars 10 the country, md to our convewtions
Of parliamentary mystem of 4 moeraey.
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