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Jear Raju,

Meny thanks for your kind letter of the #7nd ultimo
which I was so happy to get. How can 1 forget you?
Yes it is » long time since we corresponded last; but
as far as I rememter right, I cwe you 2 reply to a pre-
vious letter whicghhad from you & wery longltime ago.
S0 the fault for this state of affairs lies with me!

1 am so glad to lesrn that you are to write a thesis
on the Swatantra Party from 1967 to 1974, thus comple-
ting the nistory, at lesst of one fsse, of Indian Fo-
litics and, to my mind, & most imporiant one. Haa ths
then government of Indiea listened to wh=t we had 1010
them sbout the domestie, foreign and fiscal policies,
the country would not heve gone through all the tra-
vails it had te all these years. But who ever pevs

any nttentioq: or understends the voice of reason?!!!

As you must remember, 1 lost the elestion to parlim-
ment in 1987. Tnis wems m=inly due to sabotage from
within the party orgenized by the then ruling party.
in that many important files, papers ete. Gisappesred,
never to be feound mgmsin. Over and sbove this, some
party furds which were sent directly to our president
by the Gujarat Jnit were embezzled hy the pood gentle-
man! And whenever I =sked for any sccounts or pApers
frnm him he alwavs said he had nothing with nir. Thus
+ have no importsnt records of the distriet urit in
iy possession todsay; and so I cannot hely you as far
&8 our records are concerned. However you are welcome

to send me » questionnaire whenever you want, ang I
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shall try to filllit ih to the bvest ¢f my ability. I
have no plans at the woment for going to Eombay, but

1 shall try to contact you whenever 1 am there in the
future‘ It would help me remember some facts about the
history of the Swatantrs Party in Kutch. Of late I
have become quite forgetful and cannot remember so
many things. Any way as I type this 1 am reminded of
the fsct that the late Morsrji Vaidya played a very
sctive and constructive role in establishing the party
in Kuteh. I can also not forget the encouragement and
valusble nelp rendered by tnc late Bhearamsey Khatsu,
who also hailed from Kuteh. I am also reminded of the
fact that our loeal leaders like the president of the
dtate Unit were, whether intentionally or otherwise,
instrumental in weakening the perty in the state, and,
eventually, virtually breaking it up by tneir unthin%ing
hendling of the unit and undeplomatic utterances in
public. Thus at a tine and stege when we should have
taken up consolidating and strengthning the party at
the lower rungs of the ladder, we gave more impertance
to petty and trivial sspects of polities and so brought
about the ultimste downfall and disintegreation of the
whole structure. Yhis perhaps was the case all over
the country as far ss the Swatantra Party and its
Organizetion were concerned.

Kindly convey ny warm regards to lir. Mssani. Mow is he
keeping? I hope yourself and your family are well,
and with ny kind regards.

Tours sincerely,

Mo

(MeK. Mimmatsinhji)




