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October 1?' 1973
Mllr. SchnantI.

refer to letter of 31st Auguot to the Indian Libersl Group
m reply orr;: K., H. Subramaniam, the Honorary Secretary of the
Group, dated 4th October.

Ags Mr. Subrameniem has written to you, ours is by and large a Perty
upholding Liberal principles and values. We are also the youngest
national party in India founded in August 195%9.

written on the Swatentra Party which will give you a falrly good picture
not only of the Party's policies but also its organisation end the
extent to which it has been able to establish itself in the Indian

1{ political scene.

~ , I have under separate cover sent you the off print of an article I had

l‘rﬂ You :sk about our plans for developing and how we propose to influence
India with liberal ideas, To put it very briefly, it has been our
experience thet it is not really very easy toc mcke people who are undexr-
fed, under-hcurished, not aware of the fundamental character of Western
political institutions (for example, the concept of Parliamentary
democracy) to realise liberzl values which telk of individual liberty,
dignity end rationality of man and the fact that competition and not
State monopoly is the key to economic grewth.

Socialist ideas or what we luue_ly term as Ti';ftiat positions have a
greater appeal merely because they promise people shortcuts to success
even if such promises are never intended to be kept and even if appli-

cation of sow=colled socialist policies lead to greater economic
privations,

¥hat is indeed interesting in the experience of our Party is that we
have been able to garner a greater degree of support in the rural areas
rather than in the urban centres, This is because of our appeal to the
proprietory rights of the small farmers, their right to get the best
possible price for their produce dnd our opposition to legislation
which takes awey the incentive of the farmer to produce more, Our

stand opposing cooperative farming (which in India is synonymous with
collective ..‘.‘a:.z':ningﬂJ has also brought us considerable supporte In fact
our main slogan is “For Farm, Family and Freedon", b ;

The present position of the Party is not bright; two lendslid i
for Mrs. Gendhi in the 1971 elections to theul.ol': Sa.bhaa:nd th: ;;g;oﬂ.u
:}:otiuns to the various State Assemblies almost wiped out most opposi=-
pmziputles but we have survived a eriticsl year and the socialist
o ;:akmade in the 1971 and 1972 elections have not been fulfilled,
te;mz ; eng of faulty economic policies are coming home to roost in

of sky-rocketing prices, ever increacing unemployment and an

économy of shortoges. We are now, 1
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We have no illusions of capturing power immediately. Acceptance of
1iberal values and ideas has to be preceded by education of the
people at large in regard to such values,

Quite rﬂ from 1lliteracy, the Indian tradition which is essentially
authoriterian, makes our task doubly difficult but we feel that if

the Pariiamentary institution cen survive, the hope is that in the
long run, liberal values will find an echo in many parts of the
country.

Along with my article, I have also sent you two or threebasic
docunents which state the Party's position on various isscues.

With kind regards,

Yours sgincerely,

P
(S« V. Raju)

Executive Secrectary

il S

Mr. Herold Schmeutz,
Schwabstrasse 1,
7102 Veinsberg,
Germany.

CC : Mr. K,H, Subrameniam,
Bonmbay,



