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My dear

teful jor sending me the copy of your letter to Jmmal.
il-*uﬁml t:. ;:“u the telephone, I have taken the libterty of passing on

wmuhmtumtmthqmnrm

incd tinuee to be unweil, perhaps you alght consider digcuesing these
::l:h ﬂ::.‘l’?w ana Pref, Eh; touighte( Vined's tonslliiis has now been

complicated by chest congestion).

hecrtily approve of Jayaprakas:ji's effort, ~ My only misgiving is thet Jp
:o in ﬁl{ respects like our Madhu Mehta vizZ., (a) & lack of consistent
el ozty and (b) confused thinking.

& true we have teo many insntive organisatioms but the feult lies not
{: :ﬁ- older people whe started these organisations but of the "younger
generation® in whom you lay so much emphasis. While you are An your early
t irties I am almost at the Sag ond of my thirties but I have never been
ablt to contribute to vhat I feel is ‘he Utopian bellef about the enthu-
sloos shd the constructive ihinking of the sowcelled "younger generation®.

Tako the ICCF for instance 3 1% ieo #rue I have Just teken over but it is
ogually true that I have mot boen able toy (for some walid roasens) take the
kind of interest I shoulds But, in this period, I do mot know how many of
the young'r menbers of the Executive Comaittes got {n touch with me %o goad
ne on or sive me "instructione® (I do not mind Inwiricilens at all if they
come from friends) fer carrying oui pny kind of activity.

As you know, for tie last thirteen yoars I have been at the fulerum of a
pold tioal pexrty and the developments over the last couple of years have
mde me more oymical than you can ever be ! I have been watching the beha~
vious of the gencrstions = 0ld, middle and young - and sll three of them,
are; ln my mind, equally miliy.

Like many peeple in active ;(wuuun lifey I have alse c:n 0 the conclusion
thut all polltical parties (including my own) have nct morely loes Sheir
erodibility,buty to quite some extent, their relevenco {n the present contexi,
There is thus & vaouum which hae %0 e filled in sand the only groups that
can {11) tiis waouum even for a temporary period are non=purtiesn, veluntary
organisw'tions in the soclal, ecomomic, cultural and politissl ficlds. To
thet extent, I lay grect ¢tore in the existence and active functiening eof
organisations 1ike the one JP has in mind, the ICCF, the DRSS, the Imdian
Socular Seciety, the Incien Liberal Group, the Forum of Iree nterprise etc,

If the Comaunistes omn function through fronts, why cun't we functien through
genuine velunloxy orgenications which are mo fronts of any political party 7

This brings ze %o your ref rence te Himeo visesasyia the ICCF and

ltatna::t "his scsociation with the TCCF hae aade {ts political n-i:ur:ll‘ll

zmg o As you knovy I hold Minoe in grost affectien e much for his
k“.: a8 for his plus pointe., At no timey and I am sure Pref, Shah,

Iarﬂ- uik an Ure JeBoeHaVadia w11l besr wi tnees, has Mines ever trded to inject

SWaiantra pelicies iate the affoirs of the ICCF, I don't ~ind confensing
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enrly te
shen I was a novice in such matters, I used y
m‘mu ﬂtl:!lhtd.-g:h when he used to comparsmentalise his ntl.ﬂ.n
Te simple nind, (I confess my mind {s elomentar!ly simple eve
W.. 0 :I.'-c: a8 the ultimate objectives of & free society in Ih!.o:”
ple have o right to full expression mre shared, why should they .
;o.ol Mnmnucnrxrlrummdf Howevery, I soon mlt "
that this kind of thinking was not populer even with Minoe and I kep

to

n, I siould not be the Secretary of the ICCF helding as I
:I mtot':::t:? tio Executive Secret ry of the Swatantra Party. It 1o true
that I was plamaing to leave this job but due to & verlely of fectors,
largely emotional (and not at all rational) I have decided to stay on and
"gtick my meck out® at least for the next six to eight months. If you,
Vijay or Prof, Ubah, should feel soy I shall immedistely step down %o
eiable & non-political animal to take over,

About antiecomunism and the cold war, here again I feel that anti-comunism
and celd wer politics were very relevant some yeors agoe Antiecomsunism 1s
no longsor feshionable. Only yesterday, Karnik and I disagreed rather basic-
ally in regard %o our attiitude to the govht Union otc. He said thit he now
appreciates Burtrand luscell's position of Better Red Than lead. Being

still ¢ reactionery I cannot accept it. I am unable to reconcile myselfl

te living under commmnisme However, one cen of course ‘qualifly it Ly saying
"Better & Yu oilay Red or & Bucanian Red Than lead"s But I have noticed

even among those whe decry communism, & kind of inhibition te eall a spade

a spade, Thic is,I feel, the contribution of the 'ylnngu- genaeration®,

All credit thorefore to those in recent years gone by whe took up hard
though unpepular positions both in giving exprecsion te their epposition
to communiem and thelr alignment in the cold wer which I agree is ne
longer there in that concentrated ferm, .

On Noorani, I completely agree with you. Jie ie o ronk communslist im a
secular parb and I am just walting for the duy whem he will stad all of us
in the back. Don't you think that in our cynicism with what is hap ening
today in our publie life and alee the mood of frustration among many of us
who are taking come interest in publie 1ife, there is & tendency to ovir =
gloxi fy the younger generation and attribute Gualities to them which are
reqlly not there er if they are, they don't meem to be very evident.

I do not think that at any time, older peeple, vhether it be Minoo, or Kaurnik
or Prof, Shah have ever come in the way of ot'w taking on greater :-n
sibility., The faulty if any, lies in the indifference and apathy of mest

of us and not in those whose public life 1o rapldly -drawing to a close.

Nay bey I have not expressed myself well, I an no intellectual and ¢
Ged £¢r that. Dut as between close friendsy I thought I ihouldu:hnrt:q::th
you “these few stray thoughts" hastily dictuted | ,

lr, Uilip Chitre,
Indien Exprens,
Bomba.y 20.



