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{. n Tyagarayanagar, Madras-17

/ 11th November 1961

My dear Masani,

I am much impressed by Maksoodpore's letter
to you. As you know my intuitive prejudice against Jar_:ld.
Nandan persists, .

Yours sincerely,

C gttt

Sri M,R.Masani
Bombay
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l{ﬁi EiﬁiPhPUn rAJ HOUSE

9th Nov.1961.

My dear Mr. Masani,

T am writin g to you with a very heavy heart. The Nunshi
Award has completely shaken the foundations of the Swatéintra
Party in Bihar, I take it that it was administered as a shock
treatment but I am afraid that the dose has been so big that
the medicine had an adverse effect on the body polities of the
Swatantra farty. The Directives given bv the Central Parlimentary
Committee at Banglore on the Munshi Award have confused matters
very greatly and have further set back the Prospects of the
bwatantra Party in the forth coming General Elections.

T am addressing this letter to you in my personal
capacity and as one who is a great admirer of your qualities

of head and heart. Since my very first meeting with you I have

held you in high esteem and have alwaysafelt that the Swatantra

Party needs a leader of your calibre., I hope, you will not mind

/ a free and frank expression of my views on the recent devolopement
in the party for I feel that it is my duty to nlace before wvou
the full facts as they stand to day in the State of Bihar.
o ; I am grieved to place before you that Shri Janki Nandan
r{‘ _ Singh is trying to disrupt the party has poisoned the ears of

some members of the C.0.C. against haja Bahadur \Sesteiin



Kemakhya Narain Singh, President of tle Bihar State Swetentra Party

which has brought incalculsble harm to the Party inmsmuch as that the
o5 endorsed Units hgve been reduced to 15, Pe#haps you know theit the
Raja Bahadur has al;ays been trying far a greater number of endorsed '
seats and this is only through disgust at Baroda that he sagid that the

number of endorsed Units may be reduced to 15 if the Centre is not

= C

feeling happy w th the number at 25. '
have no personal animus against Sri Janki Nandan Singh,

We are not rivals of epch otler, He comes from Darbhanga awd I come

from Gaya. We mx also belong to different castes, While he is a

Maithil T am a Bhumiher Brahmin. In no sphere therefore there is a

danger of any clash between us. My allalysis of the recent unfartunate

developments is therefore entirely objective,

You are perhaps aw_re that caste consideration has been
basically the most dominaht factor in Bihar polities. 4nd although
you md I hate it, we can not ignore it, Bhumihar Brahmins, joputs,
Mohammadan and the Depressed Classes are among the important commu=
nities in the State out of which the Bhumihar Brahmins ma the Ra jputs
have always been playing the most important role in shaping important
events in the political life of Bihar. But it appears that while

710 finally endorsing Lok Sahha seats, this fpetor escaped the notice of
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{ the Central Parliamentary Committee inasmuch as not one seat has

been allotted to Bhumihar Brahmins though tle State Parliamentary

Board had pecommended 1. Sri Chp dra Bhusan Singh a Bhumihar

Brahmin of Gaya who had been a very popular Chairman of the Gaya

@  District Board for a very long time for the Jehanpbad Parliamentary
“.seat and 2. Sri Remashray Chowdhury, & other Bhumihar Brahmin far
the Samastipore Parliamentary se&it in the Darbhanga District. This
Gentleman is very well known to you as he acted &rk as your host
during the first Bihor State Convention at Dalsingsarai. To make
the Convention a success he spent thous-nds of rupees from his
pocket and wys bold enough to hold the Conventicn at Dalsingsarai,
a Thana Head quarter while Sri Janki Nandan Singh felt wery nervous

& in holding the Conventim even at Derbhanga I®m or in his home
Sub~Division Madhubeni,

Anotler distressing feature of the decision is the
exclusion of influential and respectable Muslims in preference to
kr, Gaffoor who is an insignificant candidate for Jai Nagar in the
Derbhanga District and who has been set up only to facilitate the
victory of one Sri Bhogendra Jha s Communist Maithil, <%he State

'| Parliamentary Board of Bihar hyd strongly recommended 1. Ra ja
Nasiruddin Hyder Khan of Persouni for Pupri Parliamentary Unit,



|

2 . M.i. Ryhman fa the Motihariseat and 3. Mr. Izharul Hasan for
the Kishanganj Seat.

These unfortunate smissions will result in the Party
becoming unpopular both with the Mohammedans and the Bhumihar
Brahmins gnd it is very likely that the Congress and the other
contesting Parties will brand tle Swatentra Party 5s anti-Muslim
ond xeti¥ gnti-Bhumiher Bralmin and will finally damage the Election
Prospects of the Party.

It is also noticed that out of the 10 endorsed seats 4
have been pllotted to Kayasthas, a caste which is in utterminority in
the State, I bawe nothing against this Community but as you know we
hawe to face a caste ridden electorz_lte a 'nd therefore we can ignore
this factor only at our great peril,

According to the decision of the Central Parliamentary
Committee Bihar is to get 15 endorsed Units. 10 hare already been

endorsed 5 yet remd n to be endorsed, You can say that these E=m

)V i;.'—czmissions can be rectified in meking the allotments in the remgining

|6 Units, But I am afraid that this mgy not be possible as out of

~Q |
)ﬂ\g/ these 5, 3 seats are bound to be allotted to Hazaribsgh District,

The fonrth is 15??550 to $hahabad where the Party proposes to contest

with success ori Jagjiwan gm, thus leaving only one seat where the



deficiency pointed out by me above can not be rectified. Under the
circumstances I feel that it is imperative that the number of 25
Endorsed Seats be left as before or in the d ternd ive the list
- already approved by the Central Parliamentary Committee shoulﬁ be
JO revised., I hope, you will agree with me that if we want to capture
the greatest number of seats we make a rational allotment of the
seatsd.,

I would abo like to invite your pointed gttention to the
fact that 3 Units egch have been endorsed in the Districts of
Darbha ga and Saran out of tke 15 Units endorsed in the whole of the
Stat e while Muzaffarpore, Monghyr, Sabarsa, Purnea gnd Patna the
most politically conscious Districts hare been completely left out.

- In these Districts there are many seats which hyve far greater
possibilities of success than my one of those endorsed in Saran and
D&I‘bhnnga. In this connection this argument of endorsing 3 Units
\of Hazaribagh will not hold good as these are already the Swatantra
‘Seats gnd also con be counted as positively winning seats, Without
wounding the sentiments of Sri Janki Nandan Singh I would request
further that Gaya District be allotted at least two endorsed Units
instead of one as otherwise it will not be possible for me to

conduct the Electioy Campaign in Gayeedts Distriot President, If



this is not conceded I am afraid, no success can be expected even
in Aurangabad because the people will say that being q Bhumihar
Brahmin I have managed to concentrate all the Party guns only in
A urangsbed, a Rpjput belt leaving alone the Bhumibar Brahmin belts
= of Gaya for the Congress Group of Sri Mahesh Prasad Singh who also
ig a Bhumihar Bra hmin.

In this comnection even at the risk of incurring your
displeasure at making the letter lengthy I want to bring to your
notice certain episodes of the Gaya District, In the bye-election
in the wake of the death of Sri Anugrah Narain Singh the Congrees
candidate wps routed only on one speech of Sri Maha Maya Prasgd
Sinha who told the people that Dy, Shrikrishna Singh, the/then

. Bhumihar Chief Minister of Bihmr was coming as Akbar with Sri Dip
Narain Singh, a Rajput Minister as Man Singh to conquer Chittorgarh
thowgh the ashes of the Kna (Sri dnugrah Narain Singh) had not yet
died down, An@ in the bye-election for the Aurangabad Parliamentary
seat the P.5.P. condidate was winning but the casteist moves and
speeches of Sri Basawan Singh, the Bhumihar Chairman of the Bihar
Pos.Pe the P.o,P. condidate was routed mer overnight. In tlese
circumstances unless the allotment of endorsed seats is properly

balanced between the Rajputs add the Bhumihar Brahmins it will not
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be possible for me to successfully conduct the election campaign in
the Gaya Listrict.

Before I conclude I would like to submit that on account of
mis-representation of facts of Sri Janki Nandan‘bingh, the prestige
of the Raja hgs been much maligned by the C.0.C, and the Raja today
stands agbsolutely dejected and morose, It is a well known fact that
tle Raja is the life blood of the P,pty in Bihar and though ke may
be having certain draw backs he is nevertheless the undisputed
lea der of the masses gnd it is only by patting the back of the Raja
that the C.0.C. can expect to achieve remarkable results in the
!forthcoming General Electims in Bihar, It is well known to you
that the Raja has sycrificed every thing to fuwrther the interest of
the Swatantra Party in the State and it would not be an unwise
policy if at this juncture all of us pave our bycking and support
to him,

As about Sri Janki Nandan Singh I write with reluctance
that he has had a very shady psst. He has changing Parties not for
his convictions but fa obtaining his selfish ends and owed alle=-
giance to different group leaders according to his convenience.

Even as a Chairman of the Darbhanga District Board his record has



against Prima Minister Nehru in the Indian Parliament,

een very unclean. Although he styles himself as Mithila Keshari
te is so very unpopular in his own home Distric that he lost twice
in Assembly Elections tlere at the hands of a Bhymihar Brahmin in
one case and at the hands of a young man of 25 in the other. To
igive credence to the statement of such a man against the President
and the vast majority of Party men in the whole State on the eve of
the Generel Electiors in my humble opinion would not be a wise
policy and I wiould request you to kindly recondider thtaT ent ire
question in the higher interest of the Swatantra Party,

I reglise that my letter might annoy you. My heart has been
wounded and I feel that a great injustice has been done to the
prospects of the Party. I, who was largely instrumental in influen-
cing the Raja Bahadw of Ramgarh in merging Kis Janata Party with

tke Swatantra Party feel quite frustrated today on account of the

evél mgchinations of Sri Janki Nandan Singh which hgve blighted my
- hopes and ambitions of seeing the Raja Bahadur as the Chief Minister
'of Bihar and yourself as the leader of the National opposition

Iama
finished man today, It was =mX on my suggestion that Sri Janki
Nandan Singh was made another General Seeretary of the Party. And

tod,y because of his manouverings and unsqruplous activities not



only I lost my General Secretaryship but also have fallen in your
estimation,

However I hagve brought these facts to your notice for
such steps as you deem proper. I would request you to send your
emissary confidentially to the State to enquire into the activities
of Sri Janki Nandan Singh and I am swre that you will come to know
that his ent ire move in discrediting the President and in wrecking
the Party on the eve of the General Elections is aimed at clear ing
the field for his old friends and leader Sri K.B., Sahay,

I hgve opened my heart to you and you alone., I am
not sending copies of this letter to any member of tte C,0.C.
except Revered Rajaji for whom @ hawe the freatest respect and I
hope and trust to God that something good might come out of it,

With kind regards,

Yours SW
Mn? 7

KA JA OF MAKSOODPORE:

Shri M,R, Masani, M.P,,

General Secretary, All India Swatantra P
143, Mahatma Gandhi Koad, Bombay=1. b



