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General Secretary's Ietter No. 320

Dear Priend,

The National Convention of the Party was held in FNew Delhi on Sunday and
Monday , August 4 and 5, to discuss a very important Party matter-- the
dissolution of the Party. The General Council of the Party had met in
New Delhi on June 9 and 10 and adopted the following resolution:-

"The General Council of the Swatantra Party met in Delhi and
discussed the proposal of getting together with various parties
with a view to creating & Natiomal Alternative. It also discussed
the draft progremme prepared by the leaders of the new group.

The members of the General Council generally agreed that the present
political situation in the country demands that an all cut effort
should be made for the formation of & National Altermative with

a well defined and clearcut alternative capeble of fulfillirg

the urges and aspirations of the people.

In this context, while it welcames the attempts made by various
parties to come together with a view to ultimately provide a
Natiorel Alternative, it feels that in so far as the Swatantra
Party is concerned the final decision can only be taken at a
,National Somvention. This could give a fair oppfrtunity to as
jary members as possible to study the proposed programme and
carefully examine all the pros and cons of the mroposal. The
General Council therefore has decided that a comy of the draft
Frogremme should be circulated to all the members of al} the
State Councils.

The Generel Euunoil also authorises the President to fix the
date and venfle of the National Convention at the earliest, after _
giving due notice."

In the context of this Resolution, the National Convention was called to
diseuss the question of dissolution.

A meeting of the Natiomal Executive was held just before the MNetional Conven-
tion. At that meeting, the President, Mr., Piloo Mody, briefed the members as
to how he had worked fur the National Alternative. The Proposed Resolution
for the National Convention was put before the Naticnal Executives Col. H.R.
Pasricha made e suggestion that instead of authorising Mr. Piloo Mody ard the
Sub~Camittee to decide on the final date of dissoluticn, the decision should
be left to the members of the National Executive.

Col. Pagricha raised two other points viz., that the Press should be invited
to the “onvention and the voting should be done by seeret ballot.

Mr. H.M, Patel explained to the members that in
matters were discussed &t the Convention,
was never open to the Press.

the past, when organisational
5 tha v s ittiusﬁ ;0 be a cloeed session and
gani € dissolution of the Party was purely an
- e m:t;:? he was strongly of the view that the Press should be
€ dellberatioms and thi
by all the NE members. 116 Suggestion of Mr. Patel was accepted
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Regarding the suggestion of voting by secret ballot, with the exception of
‘Mr. Mewaram Arya, no other member supported this suggestion and 1t was decided
that voting should not be by secret ballot but by a show of hands.

The VIIth Mational Convention of the Swatantra Party started its deliberations
on Sunday, August 4 at 3 p.m. and conmtimued on the following day, Monday 5th
August, 1974s Three Resolutions were moved at the National Convention viz.,

1. Resolution for the Dissolution of the Party was moved by Mr. Rusl.
Singh Deo aml mecomded by Dr. M. Santosham.

2. The Resalution regarding the formation of the Swatantra Seva Sangh
was moved by Mr. M.R. Masani &nd seconded by Mr. K.H. Subramaniem.

3. The third Resolution rejecting the proposal to dissolve the Party
was moved by Mr. Permanand Kejriwal and secorded by Ir. Girish
Munshi. ;

Mr. Masani withdrew his Resolution viz., the farmation of a Swatantra Seva
Sangh, as he felt there was no popular suppart to Mis resolution, and thus
there were only two Resolutions to be considered by the Convention.

Far two days, the discussions were contimiously held and a rumber of delegatce
spoke at the Convention both in favour of the dissolution and against it.

On Morday, 5th August, a Resclution was moved by Mr. T« Ramakrishnan of the
Maharashtra Unit, viz., that voting should be conducted by secret ballot.
This Resolution was seconded by lir. S.V. Raju. This Pesdlution was put to
vote by the President Mr. Piloo Mody and was lost by an overvhelming mejority.

Finally, on August 5, the Resoclutions moved by Mr. R.N. Singh Deo and
Mra I’armananﬂ Ke jriwal were put to vote.

1+ HMr, Parmanand Kejriwal's Resolution, rejecting the dissolution of the
Party, was put to vote. The voting pattern was as follows:

Far the Resclution -- 5% yotes
Against the Resoclution = 402' votes
Neutral —— 1

The Resolution was lost.

2. Mr. R.N. Singh Deo's Resolution on the dissolution of
5 the Part 5]
to vote. The voting pattera was as follows: T

i Fcrr‘t.he Resolution -— 407 votes
Against the Resolution == 53 votes
Heutral . = 1

The Resolution was passed.



The Statewise voting pattern was as follows:i-

1
¥r. R.N. 8 Deo's Resolution bir. Parmenand Kejriwal's
e (Dissolution of the Perty) Resolution(rejeeting the

dissclution)
Votes Par / Votes Ageiret Yotes Foar / Yotes Against

ANTHRA ' 12 M1 Nil 12
BIH4AR 4 - =
DEIHI 7 18 18 7
GUJARAT 52 1 1 51
HARY Al 3 “ 4 vt £33
KARYATAKA 3 M1 N1 3
KERATA 3 Nil ml
MAHARASHTRA 5 13 13
ORISSA. 68 Fi1 Fil 68
PUNJAB 2 M1 N1 o
RAJASTHAN 30 w1 21 o0
TAMITHADU : 29 17 ] 17 29
UITAR PRADESH < __ 189 5 WL 25189.

407 53 53 406

One delegate from Tamil X2du remained neutral for both the Resolutions.
The text of the Resclutions moved at the Convention are enclosed herewith.

The total number of delegetes vho attenmied the Convention was 484. The State-
wiBe break-up is @8 follows:-

Andhra 12
Biher - 5
Delhi 25
Haryana 7
Gujarat 55
Karnateks 3
Kerals 3
Maharashira 18
Orissa 68
Punjab 2
Hajasthan 30
Tamilnadu AT
Ur P- —_g_cg-
Total 484

Yours asincerely,
o .

(Madhu Mehtq )
Vice President



Resolution for Fational Convention

Swatantre Party at Delhi
August 4 & 5,1974

The National Executive meeting in Delhi on April 7 and 8 reviewed the stete
of the Nation on the basis of which it arrived ¢t certain conclusions and
recommended a mrogramme of action, which inter alia stated

"fhe Party will contime to explore all possibilities to bring about
a two-party system in India with a view to remove the chaos prevail-
£Ig in our political life and the confusion created in the minds of
the electorate. In this comection, the Swatantra Party urges all
political parties and politicians to cooperate in this endeavour and
to work far the common good." - :

In furtherance of this, the National Executive authorised the FPresident to

pursue this objective, comsulting any two senior members of the Farty that

happen to°be present in Delhi at the time. Various negotiations were held from time
time to time, in which the Mﬁmeﬂt’ Mr. Madhu Meht&, ifr. RelN. Siﬂgh DEO, :

Mr. Dandeker, Mre H.M. Patel, Mr. Iokrath Mishra and lfr. D.N. Patodia partici-
patéed. A mroposal was framed ard submitted to the General Council on June 9

gnd 10. The Generasl Oouncil debated the pros and cons of the issue, and in

its wisdom unsnimously passed the following resolutions.

"The General Council of the Swatamtra Party met in Delhi and discussed
the proposal of getting together with various parties with a view to
ereating a Mational Alternative. It also discussed the draft Prigremme
prepared by the leaders of the new group.

The members of the General Council generally agreed that the present
-political situation in the cowntry demands that an all out effort
ghould be made for the famation of a Fational Alternative with a
well=defined and clearcut alternative capable of fulfilling the urges
and aspiretions of the peopla. .

In this context, while it welcomes the attempts made by various

parties to come together with a view to wltimately provide a National
Alternative it feels that i1 so far as the Swatantra Party is concerned,
the final decision can only be taken at the Mational Convention, This
could give & fair opportunity to as many members as possible to study
the proposed mrogramme amd care ully exemine all the Pros and cons of %
the proposal. The Gener=al Council therefore has decided that a cOpy of

the draft programme should be circulated to all the members of all the
State Councils.

The General Council elso authorises the President to fix the date and

veitim oﬁ the Batiopal Comvention at the earliest, after giving due
notice.

In pursuance of this Resolution, the Fational Convention of the Swatantra Poz iy
has been called to decide on the future of the Swatentra FParty.

The General Council has approved of the iden of the formation of m National

Alter"r:n‘éi?e by the caming together of all political parties other than the
Buling Congress ard the Camunists. It has welecmed the effortg made in thie

direction by werious perties to came together on a common platform.
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In view of this, the Seventh National Convention resolves:

THAT this National Convention of the Swatantra Farty welcomes

the idea of forming a National Alternative by the analgemation

of all political farcés, other than the Ruling Congress ard the
Communist Porties and approves the imperding formation of the

New Party namely Bharatiya Lok Dal (Phe Peoples' Party of India)
and notes with gratification the fact that it has evcolved a camon
programme, ecceptable to the Swatantra FParty.

RESOLVED that the final declaration will be announced by the President,

Mr, Piloo Mody, after the Natiomal Exeecutive has reviewed developments if any
that the Swatentra Party will cease 10 exist and will merge itself with the

New Party, The Bnaretiya Iok Dal (The Peoples' Party of India), ar whatever

name the New Party may give itself, as ard when it comes into being, to

further the objectives of the Swatamtra Pariy. Buech of the existing memb rs +ho
who do not wish to join the New Farty, would be free to earry on such non-
pertisan activities, which eschew 2ll elections as they may choose, in any

neme other than the "Swatantra'. :

RESOLVES FURTHER that the Prosident of the Party Mr, Piloo Mody is authorised
to intimate to the Chief Election Cammissioner about the dissolution of the
Party from the date as mentioned above and request the Chief Eleetion Commiss=
ioner to freeze the symbol of the Party to avoid its unfair exploitation.

RESOLVES FURTHER that the Netiomal Convention authorises the Presidemt of the

Party, Mr. Piloo Mody, to take all pecessery steps and deeisions to implement
the aforesaid resclutions.

" Moved by  t Mr, R.N. Sirgh Deo

Secanded by: Dr, M. Santosham



NOTICE OF RESOLUTION TO BE MOVED AT THE SEVENTH
NATIONAL CONVENIION OF THE SWATANTRA PARTY ON
AUGUST 4 & 5, 1974 IN NEW DEIHI

The Seventh National CoEvention of -the!Swatantra Party has carefully considerd
the proposal placed -Befere it tha®ethe Swatantra Party be dissolved along with
the similar dissolution-of six othor parties so as to facilitate the formation

of a new Party. C s

The Convention notes that of the seven parties that aie expected to dissolve
$0 enable the formatien-of the new Party, the Swatantra Party is the only
Fational Party, the others- being cenfimed to perticular States o perts of g
State. -~ bE

The Convention is firmly -eomvincedthat fhe Party's principles and policies
cortimie to be valid-.nd had the policiés of the Govermment been formulated on
the basis of the said prineciples,-ougp_country would not be in the present
critical situation. - : ~ 4

The Convention is equally convinced that the new Party will mark no advance
in the search for a truly national alternative comprising as it does those
whoy. though for the present have consented to get together on a general prog—
remme are bound to disagree in regard to the interpretation of a vague and
general statement of policy.

Moreover,.with opposition perties like the Congress(0) and the Jan Sangh
commdng their individual existence, the objective of a two party system
end its eleetaral benefits will contimie to elude us. On the other hand,
there is real danger of the ruling Congress on the one side ard the Jan Sangh
on the other being the direct beneficiaries of such a developmert.

The National Convention of the Swatentra Party does not consider the time or
occasion oppartune far the disappearance of the Swatentra Party fram the

%;‘rd;’aﬂ political scene amd therefore rejects the mroposal to dissolve the

Proposed by ¢ Parmanand Kejriwal
SecOnded by ¢ Girish Munshi




