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CONSTITUTION

As amended on April 14, 1973, by the
Sixth National Convention in Rajajinagar, Madras
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(d) Decisions

in regard to the enrolment of members

shall be taken by the District Unit. Where there
are no district units, decisions shall be taken by
the State/Regional Executive or any other body
desigfiated by it for the purpose; provided that:

(i)

a District Unit may suspend a member of the
Party in the district concerned if in the view
of the District Unit, such a member’s con-
tinuance in the Party is not considered to
be in the interests of the Party. The District
Unit concerned shall then report the suspen-
sion to the State/Regional Committee. 1f
after due consideration, the State/Regional
Committee desires to either confirm the sus-
pension or recommend his/her expulsion, it
shall make an appropriate recommendation
to the National Executive.

A member aggrieved by such a decision of
the District Unit may appeal to the State/
Regional Unit and if aggrieved by the deci-
sion of the State/Regional Unit, he/she shall
have the right of appeal to the National
Executive.

Any State/Regional Committee may on its
own initiative, suspend or recommend to the
National Executive the expulsion of any
member of the Party in the State/Region
concerned if, in the view of the State/Re-

gional Committee such a members con- -

tinuance in the Party is not considered to be
in the Party’s interest. A member aggrieved

5.
(a)

- -

by such a decision shall have the right to
appeal to the National Executive.
The National Executive may on the recom-
mendation of the State/Regional Unit or on
ijts own initiative suspend or expel any
member of the Party whose continuance as
member is not considered to be in the inte-
rest of the Party.

(iii)

SUBSCRIPTION

Every member of the Party shall pay a subserip-
tion of Re. 1/- per year. A member can pay his/her
subscription for as many years as he/she desires.
Anyone who pays his/her subscription at a time
for a period of twenty years or more shall be
deemed to be a member of the Party for life.

(b) A member of the Party will continue as such, as

(e)

(d)

long as he/she pays his/her subscription. Each
member of the Party will be issued a Party Card
(preferably in his/her regional language). The
Cards will be issued by the National Headquarters
of the Party. Renewal of membership shall be

done in such manner as may be prescribed by the
National Execulive.

Only members whose membership is current on
the date of the election shall have the right to
vote in Party elections or to serve as Office Bearers
or as members of elective committees.

The membership subscription shall be divided
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8.

mittee. They shall have the right to participate in
the discussions but not the right to vote.

Where the sirength of a District Committee
exceesls twenty-five it may elect a District Work-
ing Committee in such manner and constituted of

such number as the Executive Committee of the
State or Region may prescribe provided, however,

that there shall be at least one representative on
such Working Committee from each Primary Unit
in the District.

STATE OR REGIONAL COUNCIL

(a) For every State or any part thereof which may

be recognised by the General Council to be a
region for this purpose, there shall be a State
or Regional Council.

(b) Every such State or Regional Council shall be

U/1

constituted of such number as may be prescribed
from lime to time by the National Executive.
Such a State or Regional Council shall be elected
by the elected members of all the District Com-
mittees in the State or Region by the method of
proportional representation as set out in Appendix
A annexed hereto.

Each State or Regional Council shall elect an
Executive Committee consisting of a President,
one or more Vice-Presidents, a General Secretary,
|one or more Joint Secretaries, one or more
Treasurers, and not less than 10 and not more
than 20 other members.

5

(d) (i) Swatantra Party MPs from the State and

(id)

(iii)

Members of the State Legislative Assembly
and State Legislative Council and Presidents
of District Committees shall be invited to
meetings of the State or Regional Council,
if they are not already members thereof.
They shall have the right to participate in
the discussions of such meetings, but not to
vote.

Leaders, Deputy Leaders and Chief Whips
of the Party’s Groups in the State Legisla-
tures shall be invited to meetings of the
State/Regional Executive Committee con-
cerned, to participate in the discussions at
such meetings but not to vote.

Such of those members who represent the
State/Regional Unit on the General Council
but are not members of the State Regional
Council concerned, shall be invited to meet-
ings of the State/Regional Council. They
shall have the right to participate in the dis-
cussions but not the right to vote.

(iv) Past Presidents of State/Regional Units shall

be full members of the State/Regional
Council.

9. GENERAL COUNCIL

(a) There shall be a General Council of the Party
consisting of not more than 250 persons.
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(i) to raise funds, collect subscriptions and to
borrow moneys for the purpose.

13. ELECT}DN TRIBUNALS

(a) There shall be set up one or more Election

u Tribunals for one or more States or Regions, con-
stituted in such manner and composed of such
persons as the National Executive may direct after
consultations with the Executive Committees of
the States or the Regions concerned. All disputes
relating to all elections at the Primary or District
Unit level, or concerning elections from the
District level to the State/Regional levels shall be
referred by the President of the State/Regional
Unit to the State Election Tribunal concerned for
decision, Appeals from the decisions of the State
Election Tribunals shall lie (within one month
from the date thereof) to the National Election
Tribunal whose decision shall be final.

(b) There shall be set up a National Election Tribunal
constituted in such manner and composed of such
persons as the National Executive may direct. All
disputes relating to all elections at the National
level or concerning elections from the State or

» Regional level to the National level shall be

= %’  referred by the General Secretary of the Party

(at the National Headquarters) to the National
Election Tribunal for decision. Appeals from the
decisions of the National Election Tribunal shall
lie (within one month from the date thereof) to

=1

~7

the National Executive whose decision shall be
final.

Notwithstanding anything to the contrary con-
tained in sub-clauses (a) and (b) above, the
General Secretary of the Party at the National
Headquarters may, at any time after making such
inquiry as may be possible in the circumstances,
direct that pending the reference of an election
dispute to the State Election Tribunal or, as the
case may be, to the National Election Tribunal
the results of the disputed election shall not be
operative and shall have no effect until the deter-
mination of the dispute by the Election Tribunal.

Members of the Party are prohibited from taking
election disputes into Courts of Law and the
decision of the National Election Tribunal or, as

the case may be, of the National Executive shall
be final.

14. CO-OPTIONS
(a) The General Council shall be entitled to co-opt

members who shall not be more than one-tenth
of the number of its elected members.

(b) The President shall, for giving representation to

unrepresented States or Regions or for other
reasons, have the power to nominate not more
than 7 members to the General Council.

(c) The State or Regional Councils shall be entitled

to co-opt a number of members not more than
one-tenth of the number of their elected members.
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power to frame such rules and to issue such direc- found necessary to carry out its fu'nclilons and
tions and instructions as may be necessary for or duties in accordance with this Constitution.
incidental to carrying out the programme or

activji#s of the Party_ 19. AMENDMENTS

Amendments to the Constitution may be made at
Subject to the provisions of sub-clauses (a) and the National Convention of the Party:

(b) of this Clause, every State or Regional (a) on the recommendation of the General Council

Council shall have the power to prescribe by rules by a majorily of delegates present and voting at
and directions, and subject thereto every State or such Convention, or

Regional Executive Committee shall have the;/(b) on a proposal by 200 Members of the Party by
power to prescribe by rules, directions and instruc- a three-fourths majority of the delegates present
tions such matters as are herein provided to be and voting, provided 30 days clear notice thereof
so prescribed and such other matters as may be had been given to the National Executive.
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(c¢) If votes are marked against more than one
candidate, such ballot paper shall be declar-
ed invalid; so, too, every ballot paper which

iscloses in any manner the identity of the
voter shall be declared invalid.

-' ‘J (d) The scrutiny of ballot papers and the count-
ing of votes should be done by the scrutineers
as soon as possible after the voting is over.

(e) The candidates or their representatives (one
for each candidate) may be present during
the scrutiny of ballot papers and counting of
votes.

The candidate securing the highest number
of valid votes shall be declared elected; and
in the event of equality of votes between
two or more candidates securing the largest
number of votes, the scrutineers shall ascer-
tain the result of the election by drawing lots
between each candidate.

()

Where two or more Office Bearers are to be
. elected to any category of office (or when there are
s @b or more vacancies in a category to be filled up)
~ the voting shall be by the system of single non-trans-
ferable vote, where each voter shall cast as many votes
equal preference as there are vacancies to be filled
from among the contesting candidates shown on the
ballot paper, as follows:—

ke

- (i) For each category of Office Bearers' election,

~ each voter shall have (and may cast) as many
votes as there are vacancies to be filled up;
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(e.g. for the election of two Vice-Presidents.
each voter shall have two votes).

Such votes shall be marked by the voter on the
ballot paper against the candidates of his
choice from among the contesting candidates
shown on the ballot paper.

(i)

(iii) A voter may not cast more than one vote for
any one candidate; but if he did so, such votes

would count only as one vote.

The voter shall not cast votes in favour of more
candidates than the number of vacancies to be
filled up; any ballot paper not complying with
this condition shall be declared invalid. So,
too, every ballot paper which discloses in any
manner the identity of the voter shall be
declared invalid °

(iv)

The scrutiny of ballot papers and the tabulat-
ing and counting of votes shall be done by the
scrutineers as soon as possible after the voting
is over.

(vi) The candidates or their representatives (one
for each candidate) may be present during the
scrutiny of ballot papers and the tabulating
and counting of votes.

(vii) As many of those candidates who have secur-

® A voter shall be at liberty to cast less votes than the number
of vacancies to be filled up, without rendering the ballot paper
invalid; e.g. if there are e vacancies to be filled in any
category of office but a voter chooses to cast votes only against
two candidates he will be at libertv to do so,
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ed the largest number of valid votes as there
are vacancies to be filled shall be declared
elected; and in the event of equality of vyotes
between two or more candidates for the last
vacancy to be filled up the scrutineers shall
ascertain the result of the election for that
position by drawing lots between such
candidates.

ll. ELECTION TO EXECUTIVE COMMITTEES

(1) For every election to Primary Unit Committees
and to the Executive Committees at the State/
Regional and National levels, the voting shall be by
the system of single non-transferable vote, where each
voter: shall have (and may cast) as many votes, of
equal preference, as there are vacancies to be filled
up from among the candidates showh on the ballot
paper.

(2) Such votes shall be marked by the voter on the
ballot paper agairist the candidates of his choice from
among the contesting candidates shown on. the ballot
paper.

(3) A voter may not cast more than one vote for
any one candidate; but if he did so, such votes would
count only as one vote.

(4) The voter shall not cast votes in favour of
more candidates than the number of vacancies to be
filled up:: any ballot paper not complying with this
condition shall be declared invalid. So, too, every ballot
paper which discloses in any manner, the identity of
the voter shall be declared invalid.®
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(5) The scrutiny of ballot papers and the tabul-
ating and comting of vetes shal bt dontc by the
scrutineérs s soon' as possible after the voting is over.

(6) The candidates or their representabives (one
for each candidate) may be present during the s
iny of ballot papers and the tabulating and BEM.M‘
of votes.

(7) As many of those candidates who have secured
the largest number of valid votés as there are vacan-
cies to be filled shall be declared elected; and in the
event of equality of votes between ‘two or more
candidates for the last vacancy to be filled up, the
scrutineers shall ascertain the result of the election
for that position by drawing lots hetween such
candidates.

IV. ELECTION TO DISTRICT COMMITTEES,
STATE COUNCILS AND GENERAL COUNCIL

In every election to District Committees under
Article 7 of the Constitution, to State or Regional
Councils under Article 8 of the Constitution and to
the General Council under Article 9 of the Consti-
tution, election shall be by proportional representa-
tion.

V. In the foregoing paragraphs, the word ‘voter’
with reference to any election shall mean the persons r‘
entitled and eligible to vote at that election. .

® A voter shall be at liberty to cast less votes than the number
of vacancies to be filled np, without rendering’ the ballot paper
invalid: e.g. if there are ten vacancies to be filled hut a voter
chooses to cast votes only against eight candidates, he will be
at liberty to do so.
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