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cluding its chalrman, Mr, N. G
Ciaray, nurtured the hope of sur-
viving In the shadow the New

through what was decrib-
on the eve of the last elec-
as a “meaningful dialogue, ™
t they were soon to be dis-
iMlusioned when on the question of
seats {ts clalms  were re-
outright by the New Con-
B8 exmgrerated.
keen now for a mer-
th the S83P with which they
some prelimin discus-
August last year, therelare.
a reaction to this dislllusionment
witn the New Congress.
At the same time its leaders do
not want to be out-manceuvred ns
| 1964. They have gone about the
L fofs for the proposed. mer-
i';._'m in & more cautious and cal-
culated mannsr It Was on their In-
Setenct that a negol's ing cov mid
tee prepared, a Joint merger drafl

e
lamen rd is
"”‘;cmummt. Mr

VLS
partles jdeo-
This bad
sufl

ered In

t elections,
more important than this
ﬂm; is the continuing

for power within the
since the death of Mr
Lohia, who was ihe
leader so long as he
. Among the many anis
in the

ﬁ:.mmt Lion
m_. mN’n.rlinnqhumm

dogged and ruthless,
accuse

e machine, whoever may
be the chalrman or the general

i Mr Ra) Naraln h.ulgl
no L office, except the
membumfip of the Natlonal Exe-
cutive, and yet the key post of the
chairmanship of th plhr:f"s Par-

8 el
Ram ak
Yadav.

Reverses
For Mr Raj Naraln & merger
with the PSP would naturally

mean g§ considérable dilution of
his own power. He I, therefore,
Averse to n merger gnd would leave
no stone unturned to sabotage It
He fired his first salvo early this
week when he insisted that the
PSP must first accept antli-Con-
gressism &s an article of falth and
withdraw {ts ministers from the
hew Congress-backed Governmenta
In West Bengal and Kerala,

He questioned the authority of
the genetal secreinry., Mr Ceorge
Fernandes, to enter into any ag-
reement and defled the latter's
directive fo the U.P. unit not to
hold Its conference In Allahabad
this weekena,

This I8 just the beginnlng of the
res'stancg that Mr Raj Naraln will
FUb up sgainst 'a merger. Bub if he

to

with the help of the PSP
suppart, he agreed to foin the mer-
ger talks. But I:h.eml;ﬁP“w:; h:l:&‘-
willing to support the

of the Samyukts Vidhayak Dal
Government, He had resign.
Now that he 15 free
concerned with staying in  power,
he may, according to some  pro-
m leaders in the S5SP, throw
his lot on their side.

" Pressure ,

uﬁ':]h"fu

Thelr jdea seems to be not mere- §

Iy to secure a majority in the Na-
tional Executive meeting here next
weekend, but to isolate NMr Raj
Narain, They are determined to
bring about the merger even if in
the process the party i split and

Ra] Narain leads an {mport-
ant faction out of it. &

Why 18 Mr Ra) Naraln so op-
posed to the 'merger with the
PSP? The angwer lles in the links
he has developed with the oOld
Congress leadership.  Partlcularly
In his home State of UP. after

the reverses suffered by both par-
ties in the elections, & section in
the Old Congress hoped to com-
bine with the 8SP and the BED to
emerge as an independent polltical
force at least in U.P. and Bihar.

Nauraln, who has never
thought much of the PSP Ileader~
ship, still seems to be trylng o
steer the BSP to ye! another al-
llance and ultimate merger with
what 1s left of the Old Congress
in U.P. and Bilhar. A merger
with the PSP, a much  smaller

party In' these Stales, may not b
serve

his purpose,
Among olher !mportant lead

of the SSP, Mr Madhu Limaye tf;
kept himself comparsatively qulet
sbout these  developments. He.
along with Mr Raj Naraln and Mr
George Fernandes, brought abput
the party's electoral alliance with
the Old Congress. the .Jan Sanagh
end ths Ewa'antra Party on the
eve of the elecilons,

sy

and 15 no more -

probably realises the mistake.

While he is stated to be not
very enthuslastic about the mer=
ger. he is not opposed to it. He
sees In It the possibility of a third
force emerging in Bihar provided
some younger Bihar lenders of the
Old Congress, llke Dr Ram Si-
bhag Singh and Mrs Tarkesh-
warl Sinha, ignored and overruled
l].xn.;é!elr own party, lend a helping

Compulsion

It Is premature to think that
there will be n move fram the Ola
Congress. t0 the proposed Socialisy
Party alter the merger  between
the SSP and the PSP. But with
dissensions in the Old Congress
and  dislllusionment with the ‘old
leadership rome accrotlon to  the
new Soclallst Party may follow 1n
due course.

All these calculations do not,
however, take into mccount the
asic compulsion of self-survival
for the leaders of the two parties,
on the one hand, and the survival
ol A soclallst oparty s @

political force in the eountry
the other. N

The pressure for a united So-
cialist Party ‘has been building up
from the rarks of both partles for
some Wme, and It 15 50 great now
that no leader ean wi hatand. ¢

without losing his own puuvhg‘
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