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Attached are camzents in the Netiomal Press on the stand we took in
Delhi on Jamuary 3, vhen the President, Mr,., lesani declined to sign
the ptatement announcing the formation of a Front without a programme

by the Congress (0), Jan Sangh and SSP.



Extracts from an editorial im

The Statesman, January 5, 1971.

THE DEMOCRATIC FROKT

The three-party electoral front formed by the Qongress(o),
Jana Sangh and Samyukta Socialist Party on Sunday night represented
2 welcome advance towards the consolidation of nationil democritic
forces. But the step forward wis iccompanied by at least half a
step bick. The Swatintra Party's last-minute withdrawal from the
front frittered away some of its impact. This could pave been
welcome only to those in power whose policies and actions hive mide
the unification of 1311 democraitic piarties so necessary. Mr. M.R,
Masani would secm to have some justificition for his precipitate
decision; what wis intended to be a full-fledged electoral alliance,
based on 2 common minimum progrimme, wis suddenly diluted to 2 mere
adjustment of seats, reportedly at the SSP's insistence. A bold
alliance, offering itself as 1 credible alternitive to the present
Government and clearly spelling out its policies, would of course
have been preferable. But if, in spite of 1 common minimum progra-
mme, the Congress (0), Swatantra and Jana Sangh were going to retain
separate election symbols and mianifestos, the difference between
what was originially proposed ind what has been eventuilly agreed
to may be one of form rather than substince.

While regretting Swatantri's unexpected withdrawal from the
democratic front ind hoping that it would chinge its mind, Mr.NWija-
lingappa ind lr. At3al Behari Vajpiyee seem to hive given the impr-
€ession that between Switantra and the SSP they would prefer the
latter. This is unfortunate, beciuse the fight agiinst 2 ruling
party not averse to using the official machinery or other dubious
tactics to maintiin itself in power requires the mobilization of
€very party iand group willing to undertiake this fight. Disunity in
the democratic ciamp canmt but be disastrous. It is therefore to
be hoped that before January 13, when the Swatantra National Exec-
utive meets, both sides will have found 3 mutually acceptible baisis
for Swatantra's participation in the democratic front. Mr. Rajagop-
2liachari put his finger on the heart of the matter when he described
the pmid-term poll as 2 "referendum to decide once for 111 whether
the country ipproves of Mrs. Gandhi's plans to teir up the Consti-

tution", and &dvised 111 tho=e opposed t- this d 1
tunite, unite", pp 1smil prospect to



Extracts from an #ditorial in

THE HINDUSTAN TINES
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Emerging Alizmments

The most notable developmertt in this direction so far has been the ecmer-
gence of a National Democratic Front comprising the Congress(0), the Jan Sangh
and the SSP whose terms for entry seem to have been the signal for what may not
be more than a temporary withdrawal by the Swatentra Party, one of the original
sponsors of the move. The NDF offers the country "an alternative goverment. '
The endeavowr ie to put up for @ch of the 520 Lok Sabha seats an agreed ecandi-
date supported by the constituent uniis of the Iront. In other words, vhat
has come into being is a Front based on electoral =djustments, as desired by
the SSP, rather than an Alliance based on a common programme as sought by the
Swatamtra Party Chairman, lir. Llasani.

At a meeting of the Swatentra Paorty in iadras some time ago ifr. C. Hzja-
gopalachari had pleaded with all like-minded parties not to zet lost in the
details of a "minimum programme" but to make up their minds to worlk together
in the hope that the compulsions of the new association would exercise its owm
political logic. Indeed, Rajaji has been acting on this premise in the arrange
ments he is worldng out with lir. Kamaraj in Tamil Kadu, It therefore app crs
thet Me. Hasani's coveat is not insuperable andl thet the Swatentra Party may
Yot join the Front after the national executive considers the queastion lator
this week,

It is possible to discern the n=ture of the dilemmz foecing the several
p-rties secking to come together. Mr. Masani obviously believes thei an
.aﬁll:.ance bas:aea on a comon programme woule have greater eredibility and obviate
¢§tuu:1l»e tensions omcny the constituent porties should they be czlled upon o
L-."‘Eh ‘rlu; the rcs_or_:sibiht:r of forming a govermment. This reasonins is nod
without substance in the light of the experience of earlier umited Pfronts
'._'f'hase‘conmon bond of sterile anti~Corgressism did not avnil them or the couniry
viien it came {0 the sticdng point, :



THE INDIAN EXPRESS
5-1—-19T1

Not unmited enough

SUNDAY'S dramatic develorments in HNew Delhi show that the r?anocrat:.c partles
ranged against lirs Gandhi's New Congress are simply not united enough. *'J'ﬂ:te
tallks vhich were meant to seal the agreement between the 0ld Congress, the
Jare Sangh and the Swetantra Party resulted instead in an electoral a{;rfemen‘t
between the Ola Corngress, the Jarg Sangh end the SSP. Iir. ?::‘asamﬂ insisted on
a full-fledged alliance with a common programme, and he claimed that Mr., Hdjal-
jrgappa and Mr, Atal Bihari Vajpeyee had agreed to this last Saturday. _The
situation changed swiftly on the following day when Ifr. Nijalingappa ‘_tr:l.t?d.'to
bring the SSP into the united front. The leaders of the SSF refused "50',]01':1
the front except on a basis confined to adjustment of p. rliamentary seais.
They would not agree to the formulation of a common minimum programme, In
these circumstances, the 6ld Congress and the Jam Cangh had to choose between
the SSP and the Swatentra Party. It is perhaps not surprising that they
preferred the former as an electoral ally,

The considerations which proved decisive are fairly clear. The SS5P is
altogether more influential than the Swatantra Party in Ubtter Pradesh and
Bihar, and it is in these two States that the electoral calculations of the uw
Congress can be upset badly by a united front of demoerciic parties. Moreover,
Mr. Nijalingeppe seems to have caleulated that while the SSP would not modify
its stend, the Swatantra Party would finally sgree to join the front without
a common programme. Mr. C. Rajagopalachari hasg already said that he looits
upon the coming varliamentery election as'a referendum on the single cucstion
whether the country approves of Mrs. Indira Gandhi's plan to tear up the
Constitution and anmmul the liberties of the peonle and replace democracy by
totalitarianism." He has also expressed the hope that the democratic perties
will forget "ell matters irrelevant to the grester memace posed by lirs. Gandhi'S
assault on the Congtitution." There is fine irony in ¢ is in view of the stznd
adopted by lMr. lEsani.

Though lMir, Rejagopalacheri's advice might induce the National Zxecutive
of the Swatantra Party to reverse the stand adopted by Ifr. Mesani, this 141l
not reduce the validity of lir, Maseani's reasoming. The joint armouncement
made by the Old Comgress, 'the Jama 3angh, and the Samyukcta Socialist Party on
the formation of an eleatorzl front says th=t these pa;ties have agreed to come
together to fight the elections "in order to offer the country an alternative
vhich it urgently needs.,” The crucial quegtion is whether the electorate will

respose’ its fonfidence in a united front which does not have a clea el
out altermative programme. j B g rol:

The absence of an agreed Programne gives the front a negativi lool.

llost voters went something positive to v%te for; and they wiqgl eilpzz‘t cg];acrete
pledges on a8 variety of economic and other issues, even though the rulins party
Jétigif might not have kept most of the Pledres made in the past. If Mrs.
p:rti: camot affo;-d to underestimate the intelligence of the electorate, the
s ’_ﬁ\s Eﬂged ﬂtgulns.'t her can afford even less to do go. Instead of waiting
1';3&:2::; ofsatl?i Gidhaw.e second thoughts on the common programe issue, the

Saita : Congress, the Janma Sargh and the Samyulcta Socialiat Party

@0 well to have second thoughts themselves.
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Bxtracts from a repert by the S-eeial Representative of the
Mrencial Bxpress in the issue datd BelsT1
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On Sundey mizh’, the Opposition offered the Prine Ministership On?
] o % £ = ] A e
platier to Mg, Indira wendhi, pPorbaps inadveritently. They agreed to disagree
on a Ccommon Programie.

Still they went anead with an emmouncenent on the formevion of f‘m'-lai:hi'ﬂc—
vhether it is an olliznce or Front, they themselves do not lmow. This vas
totally unexpected turn of evemts.

Tainge on the threshing out 2 common programne hed gone ‘too 1:‘.'-:_:-. In IiCt'
cyclostyled copies nf the common prograule were roady for the digiribution o
fhe.press. Newsmen were asted to come to Mr, Hijalingappa's residence GO 7
collect the copies of the common programme. Ir. M.X. lasani and Mr. A.B. Vaj-
payee had signed the originel copy of the common programu€ on Saturday.

Ir, Fijalingavwpe apmroved the progremme in principle, but vented time to study
it further. He promised to put his signature on Sunday.

Wi.t happened on the Sunday night was, in a sense, & political coup. 1o
s cged it ? How did it succeed ? In persuance Sonepur and Poona resolutions,
35P cannot compromise on progremie for the sske of an electoral allisance.
If it does, it will break. Thusy, the first thing w ich the S55P signed , led by
the formidable lir, Raj Farain, did was to demolish the common progréume, In
this they received vzluable help from Dr. Ham Subheg Singh., He had never re-
conciled himself with the idea of an ideolozically-based alliance. Within the
party, he had been Pighting a losing battle. DBut he was ouici to axploiiv to
his advantige the emergence of the SSP on the scerne.

However, the theoreticians of the Big Three, namely, Congress (0),
Swatantra and Jdane Sengh are whappy with their leaders. In the case of
Mr. Masani, his pertymen are unhappy because, in the situstion, the Sve tantra
Party cannot arford to go it alone unless it is prepared to ftce extinction
for the sake of principle. After the heroic wallk—out by 1. Macani, the party
will have to came back, perhaps on its bended lnees, to the alliance, whatever
its form is, Iir, lBsani will not get support either from Ilzajeji or <rom Prof.l.
Gs Range, the two pillors of the Swatantre Party.

Nevertheless, the theoreticians could not be happy. Taeir efioris %o
evolve a clearcut common ideological base has received 2 set-beclze In Zact,
it is not o set-boelk, but a slide-back. Ty dropping cver the word "da:ocraticH
fram the joiny stctement issued on Sundey nizht, the SSP hae successfully Movt
8 loophole to make vay for the CPI(M) to join the alliance. In fact, E.ccord:'irf;
o j'.rxtcrpret:tion of the SSP lsaders, the CPI(1) cennot be kept out of the
alliance in terns of the st tememt. The CPI(1) will also certainly plump for
their ovportunity as it is terribly isolated and £ cing the possibility of a
most serious setback in the mid-term vpoll. g ;

_ + The prospects of an alliance with CPI(I1) are something very difficult for
;E:.ne }?‘r“rd cﬂre_theﬂreti!:iﬁﬂﬁ to svallow, Tcaders like lr, llorarji Dosai and
ﬁ. .1221\‘..%11:.‘6-:131,& in the Congress (0), tir. Balraj l2éhok end ianaji Deshmudh in
=na oangh are not hapyy even with the ghetemert signed by their leaders.

However, faced with a fait apc i
" Om 1= Y Y X I .'.*,_-v"
happened on Sumday night, Gcompli they have not come out openly egainst wioi

momh'ﬂha‘t pained ‘Ii}em most ig that all the time and labour for the last six
8 1o chart out & common ideolugical base has lost.,

Vote
ationao:]c:zg' m-;ﬂ].'.l probability, will no: vote this time on negative cousider-
auegbion i e: Without a positive progriame, they will not fcel cmthused., The
* 48 ¢ how long this geulless Malliance! will remedn intact?



without agreeing on a common programme, it has become doubly difficult tO_s.oft
out the problems of adjustments. loreover, tae 2d justments are more di‘.?flcd..‘b
among equals, sinee every party would be trying hard to become supreme 1n the
"glliance."

The question is that without any agreement on policies, the givg—end tale
spirit is totally missing. The adjustmenis become purely a matier of horse-
trading, When parties have unlimited ambitious and exaggereted notions, there
ig everr chance of their falling out at the crucial hour of adjustments. An
ides of these exaggerated notions could be had from one fact. The Jana Sargh
leaders openly sy that through the mechanism of "alliance" they vill ecarry
the oorpse of their partners on their shoulders. ‘hen the partners are harbour-
ing such notions and do not bother to reach esgreement on principles and prog-
ramme, there is every possibility that the alliance may prove to be a non=
starter.

Ertracts from an ediftorial in the Economic Times of Jamuary 7

The parléys thut attended the formation of the Congress (0), Jana Sargh
and SSP p.rinership, and the Swatantra walkout areof considerable significance.
One must toncede thet Mys Masani hed both logic and political principle on his
gide when he asked that, there should be a full-fledged alliance based on a
minimum programme. In &y case, the Swatantra has little prospect of maldng
its presence felt exeept in collahor tion with allies like Congress (0) end
Jana Sangh., Quite obviously, lir, Masani was asking for a much deeper commit-
ment to hold together than tle SSP, for insicnce, was willing to concede .

The SS5F conitenticn was thet even if an altermative Govermment was to be formed,
a common minimum programte could be worked out later. There is, for instance,
the pregcedent of the various SVDs, most of which found it posgible to draw up
& common programme after the elections hed taken plece. Theré was possibly one
more objection here on the part of the SSP. And that is, that if the Congress
(0), Jana Sangh, Swatantra and the 88P ave to agree on a common platform, then
according to the 8SP, many more points indeed would have to be added %o vhat
had at the time been agreed upon. And this was not found to be feasible.

. Thatever the position, Mr, Meseni vas perhaps basically right in arguing
tnat the voter must know clearly whet the alliance siands for and vhat it
olfers on behalf of a possible altermative Goverrment., The generel opinion in
the alliance appears to be that though, there will be one cardidate, vho will
be backed by a joint cempeign, there will be separaie manifestos: The osten-
sible reason'for this arrengenent is thut there is no mergzer of parties; hence
separate manifestos are unmavolduble. The real reason may“bc that among the
rank ard file of a party, a certein hogtility to any close collaboration with
other parties still pérsists. And secondly, every party probably thinks theat
;or the constituency in vhich it ig aglked to contest, its own distinct mani-
r;f':; ahu:tuld forn the best possible electoral pletform from which to fight the
i i‘sam jﬁ:::e E_)Lle ﬁnal point would have to be made heres, Alliances vill
VR IRIT e Place; alligs in one constitueney will be rivals in another.

eould also include a very wide rarge of the political gpectrum. But

then, what does all thig mean i
: in terms of beliefs, ideologles, policies and
Progrommes 7 Or, do they have po place ? ! = g 3



