The report that Raj
that Masani literally pounced:.on

IS AN IRONY that MINOO
together with
BALRAJ MADHOK, had fathered the
idea of Grand Alliance of the Right,
had to stage a walk-out from the noc-
turnal ceremony held to announce it.

With the SSP sneaking in through the
side door, Masani ran out of his brief and
storm+~ out through the front door, with
**“<hra holding on to his Jodhpuri
coat in a vain attempt to prevent his exit.

It was a great melodrama centred round
the mansions of Nljalingappa and Masanl,
It was both fun and enlightenment for the
journalists. Apart from this, one should not
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MASANI who,

8. N

read much into it.

defections from its legisia-
tive ranks, will have to re-
turn to the fold.

Just one issue:
PM’s ouster !

Judging by the ouipourings
of that senile old man of My-

lapors Masani's  seclf-lmroaed
holiday from econlition politics
will be drastically cut short.

On Monday, Rajajl called upon
hix Arek to choose JUBT ONE
ISSUE in the election and for-
gt the rest

ANT:  THAT IRRUE 18
THAT TNDIRA GANDHI
SHALL NOT BE PEEMIT-

TED TO AMEND THE CON-
STITUTION, “UNITE, UNITE
18 MY APPEAL” THE AN-
OTENT SCREAMED AT THE
TOP OF WIS VO

Be that ns It may, the deve-
lopments which provoked the
Swratantea boms 4o clear ocud
throw a great deal of light on
the uiterly opportunistic pe-
rambulations of the parties
concernad

Cong-0 touches nadir

of degradation

Take the case of the Cong.0,
Any one wWho ham closely fol-
lowed (tn peregrinations from
Ahmedabad to Lucknow wauld
be convinced thet i has touch-
ed the nadir of degradation

At ils Ahmedabad  session,
oot after the spi the Cong-
O staged 8 competition in radi=
calism_ The 10 Points were rea-

tined In what Asoks Mohia
called |Ih? “eoonemle prem-."
The resolution  Invited .
body —itve

in the =floclons festlval
of reconsiruetion and renewa)”

There were three trend
the Sryndicate Working q
mitice held on the eve ot the
Ahmedabad show, Nijalinzanoa

and Paiil called for a jow
Business in  the ]

In
Come

The not-so-Grand Alliance has arrived,
notwithstanding the declaration being not
signed by Masani at the appointed
The Swatantra, depleted of Iate by mass
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hour.
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New Delhl. Pic shows (. to r.) RAM SUBHAG SINGH, R :
GEORGE FERNANDES and RAJ NARAIN in “deep freeze g |

NOCTURNAL FARCE
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Norain showed a shoe to Masani
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s« The Synod
* berates on
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BY NOT-50-GRAND
ALLIANCE

was clear to all that the June
resolution was  the illegitimate
child born of illicit lialson bet-
ween the Swatantra and Jan

Tripartite war

on progress

It paved the way for talks on
the Alllance. And for the last
six months and more. they have
been planning for a Tripartite
Aggression against all propres-
slve forces. Despite sectional
opposition from the Cong-O
ranks, they have steadily gone
ahead with the business of

ousting Indira Gandhl from
pawer,

In relrospect, It Is Interest-
ing 1o nole thatl In the June
resolution  the Syndieate had
refained the words “SECULA-
RISM™ and “SOCIALISM.” In
December  last, al Lucknow,
these fg leaves were remov-
&4, and the deoks eleared for
the rang-up, Nljallnganpa was
authorised {0 consult with
Wke-minded partles for elpe-
faral adjusiments, subposediy
ta smave Indlan demoeracy,
Since then fthe Syndicate

Chief has been going through

thons ase]
The Cong-O, gned to him,

armed with a mendaclous man-
date from the SSP's Poona con.
clave, were at work throughout
tha day.

Masanl was convinced thai
the S8P-ers brain-washed
“THE GOAT, THE JELLY-
FISH". These sre the expres-
slons used in the Masani
circles to describe the simple-
ton ealled Nilalingappa., Ma.
sanl had rélused to meel
Limaye In the company of
Ram Subhag Singh.

In the evening, at Nijalingap-
pa's residence, the discussion
among Mazani, Mijalingappa and
SSP leaders bordered occasion-
ally on virtual fsticufM=. The
report that Ra] Narain showed
n shoe f0 Masani has been de-
nied; that  Masanl  literally
pounced wpon George Fernandes
is mot denied, Nijalingappa was
almost In tears when he maot the
Press after Masani stormed out.

No democracy !

No socialism !
Vajpayee, who had signed the
declaration over a forinight agn,
reached the scone after the
walk-out, The S5SP leaders, whe
r convinced Nijalingappa not

vk of Ram Subhag Singh,
. Srnwh Tender

Abolition, setting up of the
Monopoly Commission and
against V. V. Giri. It Is a sordid
essay In polities shorn of prin-
ciples.

Politics shorn
of principles

On the face of it,
arrangemeni would
frée the Cong-0 units in Gu-
jarat and Mysore {rom their
obligationa ta concede seats to
the Swatantra Party. But in the
final reckoning, the Swalantra
will ecome for seat adjustments
in most States.

the new
somewhat

of lh Grand Maﬁ; AlLiahceatumed-plain Fru.;:l delii-
h -Point, Multi-Year Oust Indira Gandhi Plan in
TRHAG SIN ABI RAY, ATAL BEHARI VAJPAYEE,
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has been denied;

George Fernandes is not denied...
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The only fly in the SVD oint-
ment, as we wrile this, I
Charan Singh. He had demanded
50 out of the 85 seats In UP, No
Grand Alllance = pariner can
afford to concede that many.
They are prepared to give him
35 seats,

Charan Singh as
Prime Minister !

But the major problem in ade
justing with the BKD is not the
number of sents Ineredibly
enaugh, Croran Sineh has heen
asking for the naming of the
Shadow Prime Minister. Armed
by astrological predictions, this
ante-diluvisn  wallowing in the
swamps of the Ganga, insists
that he he considered the next
Prime Minister

His vitriolic outbursts at the
BED copférence at * Rohtak
against the Prime Minister and
hi=s exhortation to remove her
from power are regarded by
some  observers thal The has
finally broken with the ruling
Congress, But snme others still
insist on treating him as a
chameleon

It the BXD goes It alone fn
UP, it will be to the advantage
of the Coneress, But if it chooses
to ride on the SVD boat, the
Congress, especially im Western

UP. will find the golng hard.




