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ew Twist To Poll Prospects
Of Major Parties

Our cal Co dent
% D i .r.n'."“?;i"-ne
5S8P's Inclusion in the three-party
Front to Aght the elections and
the Swatantra Party’s decision to
atay oul ol it lor the Hme belng
have given a ‘new twist to the
electoral prospecis of the major
parties, For one thing, it Is likely
to have an Impact op the two im-

rtant Hindi-speaking Statey of
P and Bihar

This development has naturall
heartened the Congress(O), but
is clear that the' Ram Subhag
Singh group has scored a point
at the expense of Mr Moraril
Dezal and others of his view It
was Dr Singh's effort to widén
the electoral front to Inclide at
least one recognizel sociallst

party.
The acquisition of strength by

the Opposition partles }l a result
of the new electoral Front was
also underlined today by the
sombre mood aof ngress(R)

circles, who are now having tlo
reassess thelr chances in UP. and
Bihar in particular

Members of the CongresstR) are,
on the other hand, drawing some
comfort from the fact that If the
Swalantrs does stay out of the
three.party Front. it would ad-
versely aflect parties opposed to
the Congrest(R) in at least two
States, Gujarat and Rajasthan, in
which the Swatantra har a say

The Congreasi(R) s also hoping
that the 5S5P'g Inclu‘gon in the
Front would precipltite & erlsis
in it, foreing a division In the

party.
EXPECTATION

However, It js the expectation
of members of the Congress(O)
and the SSP that the Swatantra
Party: will ultimately jaln  the
three-party Front.  Mr Madhu
Limaye, tor one, volced thiz opi-
rion today With the new under.
gtanding reached between M:
Rajagopalachari and Mr Kamaraj
it s fell that the Swatantra would
not want to go it alone In the
elections.

It g wunderstood that Mr
Masanl's reaction to last night's
developmeénts arose out of hiz as-
gessment that the SSP's incluxion
In the Front without an agreement
on & minlmum programme would
open the floodgates to the import
af unaeceptable pollcies
It ix the feeling in Swatantra
circles here that, but for the ques.
tion posed by the SSP's entry, the
CongressiO), the Jana Sangh and
the Swatantra could have gone
ahead tn announce an electoral
agreement. leaving the minimum
programme to be hammered out
a' a meeting on January 15

Mr  Masani apparently feels
that it lg not enough te roncen-
trate on displacing Mrs Gandhi.
but that the Front should present
a credible alternative to the slee.
torate in the form of a minimum
programme. The SSP and the

Subhag Singh Group In tha
gm M;IO!E on“thu other hand,
would rather pot import longer-
tarm problems [nto the present

:g:l:iﬁc question ?:, ﬁfei}tel;nt' htll:-:

el ki
an! ‘

One result of the thrée-party
Front {8 the feeling in Swatantra
circle that Mr Nijalingappe has
beén less than fair to them in the
manner In which he announced
the new arrangement. [t is clear
that much patlent work will have
to be done to bring the Swatantra
within the fold of thé present
three-party Front

P.M.’s Formula
On Telengana
Rejected

HYDERABAD, _Jan, 4—The
sxecutive of the Telengana Praja
Samiti adopted late tonight 3 re-
solutinn stating that the Prime
Ministar's proposal of a six-year
freeze on tg! i?emmd tor a Telén-

na Staté was not acceptable to
gt people of Telengana, reporis
UNIL

The resolution appreclated the
anxiety of the Prime Minister to
golve the Telengana problem
which was long p!nd;ﬁ% and ex-
resaed its thanks to Mrs Gandhl

t pleaded (6 inability to accépt
her proposals, -

Limaye’s Explanation

(continued from page 1)
BKD's association with the poll
pact—after his meeting with Mr
Charan Singh this morning—there-
fore, seemed misplaced. Thé BK
leaders hagd obviously formulate
their strategy after taking Into
account the party's chances in
different situations Mr Charan
Singh did not elaborate the poink
All that he sald was that “we are
likely to get & larger number of

‘seals as & r!iull of our decision™.

He was hopeful of the BKD win-
ning in 50 constituencies in U.P.
“Fith r Masani's departure for
Bombay today, thére was not
much actvity in the Swatanira
eamp today here, But both the
Congress (0) and the SSP were
confident that the Swatantra
Party would'jein and accept the

adjustment plan.
: le‘[?l‘l'ﬁ's HOFPE

Talking to correspondents, Mr
Madhy Limaye of SSP sald he was

sure that “Mr C. Rajagopalachari
will Intervens a&nd Mr Magani's
would not prevall”

\rhﬂ: :

r Limave briefly explained the
factors that led hls party to de-
cide In favour of adjustments with
the Congress (O' and the Jana
Sangh. It was obvious from his
remarks that the SSP had playved
a major role in fAinalization of the
new  strategy—and the exclusion
of the Swalantra Parly. "We told
the Congress (O) leaders that you
already have an alllance with the

.

« Wim Back lo the negotiating tablem

ihar and U.P. and that
'lsepslﬂ-l%lnl:a Party wants 1o
comé in tfor Ita advantage). It
ecannot be allowed to dletate

terme.”

hTr Limaye did not visualize
any difficulty in thé way of lﬂs

arty's Aadjustmeénts with the
E(irxith “Weé are retaining our
fragdom to ally with the Marxists.
And the Marxists had not object-
#d to our move for a poll pact
with the Swatantra or Jana
Sangh. All that they indicaled
was that they wére opposed Lo all
embarassing poll alliances" Even
the Congress(0), he said, may
tavour some kind of poll arrange-
ment with the Marxists in West
Bengal, Tamil Nadu, Kerala and
Andhra Pradesh, He e¢laimed
that Mr Rajagopalachari, too, was
not averse to this idea

He expected the SSP to win at
least 40 seats In the Lok Sabha
The Elrty plannéd to contest near-
ly 100 seats though the number
may have to be réeduced bécauke
of adjustments. Mr 5 M. Joahi,
former Chalrman of the party,
was not willing to contest but he
was belng persuaded to change
his mind. e pariy's Parliamen-
tary Board will meet ot Patna &n
January 8 and at Lucknow on
January 13 to select ecandidates
but the list would be finalized on
January 15 at a joint mpeilnf
‘with other poll pariners in Delhi.

y and lartp, the SSP would re.
nominate sitting members

r Limaye justified his party's
attitude in insisting on mere ad-
Justmenta—"We atk for & joint
minlmum programme. only for
coalition Governments and not for
alliancés” The SSP and Its part-
ners had only one objsetive at
present—to defeat Mrs Gandhl
CLARIFICATION

UNI adds: Mr Limayve clarified
that his party which til] now was
& meémber of the Eight-Parly Com-
Binallon (n West Bengal will preak
away from the EPC (I it entéred
inta any pact with the Congress
(R) o & Bang. Congress

He said that hig party would
&nlt:clu:t‘ 1,1_,!?“",'0”' . with the

CABLE To ‘RAYAML

The génaral  secretary, Mt
Geotge Fernandes, today in a tele-
tam to Swatantra leader Mr
ajagopalachar), requésied him 1o

“yrg+ party chalrman, Mr Minu
Maganl, ta  Jain  the tlectoral
front” of the Congreas (O) Jand |

Eangh and SSP,
PTI adds: The Congrest (O)
|eadei Mr Morarjl Desai expres.
gefl optimism in Ahmedabad today
that the Swatantra Parly would
ain the Congress (O)-Jans Sangh-
2P electaral Front, Mr Desai, who
whs spaking 0 newsmen al the
Ahmedhbad airpor! before leAving
for Bombay, sald he migh! mest
Mr Masani In Bripg

ambay 1o




