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Swatantra walks out

 “The Times of India” News Service |
: , NEW DELHI, January 3.
i d
HE Congress (0), the Jana Sangh and the SSli‘ are going a.hea
T with the formation of a front to fight Mrs. Gandhi. In a last minute

change, the Swatantra Party decided that it would not go along
with them unless they agreed to an electoral alliance on the basis of

a on programme.
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He charged Mr. Nijalin-
gappa and his colleagues with
*indecision” and *‘vacillation™
at the last minute, running

counter to the clear understanding
| worked out yesterday for a joint
declaration to be issued tonight to
seal the alliance.

The change in the Congress (Q)

sture was attributed by  Mr

asani to the SSP's refusal to co-
operate with an alliance formed
on the basis of a minimum com-
mon programme spelled  out in
advance. It was prepared only to
]adjust seats to  accomplish the
immediate aim of blocking Mrs.

Gandhi's retum to power.

The SSP's argument, Mr.
Masani said, had persuaded the
Congress (D) leaders against a
| “principled” electoral pact.

But Mr. Nijalingappa told cor-
respondents: “We are nearer an
agreement than before”. He be-
lieves that not only the Jama
Sangh and the SSP but other par-
lies can also be persuaded to join

/| hands on the basis of adjustments.

Mr, Masani, when told  about
the Congress (O) President’s com-

% | ment, remarked cryptically: “This
}|is verv funny.”

The “three-party front of the Con-
gress (O), the Sangh and the SSP =
o Set° up a co-ordination commities
to select agreed candidates for all cons-
tituencies throughout the country, The
door has been left open for others 1o

i common pProgramme.

A statement was issued annouoncing the formgﬁon of
the three-party front by Mr. Nijalingappa for the Congress
(0), Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee for the Jana Sangh and Mr.
Ram Sevak Yadav and Mr. George Fernandes for the SSP.

The Swatantra Chairman, Mr. M. R. Masani, who quit
the alliance leaders’ meeting in a huff, expressed to a hurriedly
summoned Press conference his “‘deep disappointment” at this
| development.

join in this bid “to defear the oreseat
Gayernment which is taking the coun-
in an authoritarian and anti-demo-
atic direction.” A special appeal
made by the front leaders to the
atanira and the BKD, _

The joint statement said that “in
order to offer the country an alterna-
tive which it urgently needs, we have
agreed 1o come together to. fight the
election, We appeal to other parties,
groups and individuals who  share
these objectives 1o join us."

These developments brought to a
surprising end the discussions that the
Swatantra Chairman, Mr. Masani, had
been holding for several days with
Mr. Nijalingappa and Mr. Vajpayee.
Last night they had agreed to a draft
of the joint declaration which was o
be issued tonight at nine, immediate-
Iy after Mr. Vajpayee returned 1o the

pital from a day’s trip to Punjab.
This declaration was 10 have said that
rlg three parties accepted the AICC
(Q) economic programme as spelt out
in Jung.

AThe declaration had already been
signed by Mr. Masani and Mr., Vaj-
payee. It was decided 1o posipone
an announcement by 24 hours to give
Mr. Nijalingappa  time 1o rash
things out with the SSP whosef lead-
ders, Mr. Raj Narain, Mr. Madhu
Limye and Mr. Rabhi Ray had a series
of meetings with him roday.

Meanwhile the Jana Sangh has made
a series of announcements that il
would contest 60 seats from U.P. and
agother 40 from Bihar, Earlier it had
announced that it would set up can-
didates for most Punjah seats,

IMMEDIATE CAUSE

Although the SSPs obduracy was
the immediate cause for the change of
mind on the part of the Congress (0),
it is clear in retrospect that the leader-
ship had reservations about enunciat-
NE 4 common programme  with the
swatantra. Even yesterday Mr. Nija.
iingappa and Mr. Morarji Desai turned

down Mr. Masani's suggestion to drop
riy manifestoes, and to go tw the
electorate on the hasis solely of the

[

, Mr, Vajpayee mld correspondents
might that there was no neep: for a
mmon programme. It was npeeded
nly for an alternative Government.
hﬂ'l:'lu. it will remain only on
£
Bath Mr. Vajpavee and other front
leaders saw no reason to
wailt until Mr. Masani obtained new
| directions from his National Executive
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NOTICE
PROGRAMME FOR THE ISSUE OF MONTHLY
TICKETS FOR THE MONTH OF JANUARY 1971:

Moming : 10.00 to 13.00 hrs,
Timings :
Evening 14.00 to 16.00 hrs.
PLACE : TIMINGS : DATE
1. Central Sectt, Full day 4171
2. Ceniral Sectt. Full day 5-1-71
3. H. C. Butler H.S, 8chool, Full day 6-1-71
4, Teachers Training Institute, Daryagan]. Full day 7-1-71
5, LT.I. Malviya Nagar. Full day 9-1-71
6. ILT.l. Curzon Road. Full day 11-1-71
7. LT.L Arab-ki-Samai. Full day 12-1-71
8. Kalindi College X
Shivaji College X Full day 14-1-7T1
9. Janki Devi College. Full day 15171
“10. Indraprastha College. Full day 16-1-71
11. Lady Sri Ram College. Full day 18-1-T1
12, Women's College. Full day 19-1-71
13. S.P. Mukherjee College X
Rajdhani College. X Full day 20-1-T1
14. Women's Polytechnic. Full day 22-1-71
15. Modem College. Full day 23-1-T1
16. Mata Sundri College, Full day 24-1-71
17. LT.L. Pusa. Full day 27-1-71
18. Maulana Azad Medical Coallege. Moming. 28-1-T1










